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Ermit me, I beſeech Jou, 
0 la at your Feet this 
N= PA ſmall MAN UAL, which 
- — "CA al has no other De en but 
e ſupporting of Tou un- 
ee, thoſe Calamities which 
Vu have borne with ſo much Magnanimity, 
Patience, and Chriſtian Reſolution ; for [ can» 
not conceive ( whatever ſome may think ) 
that Jour being of another Perſuaſion than 
my ſelf, can diſcharge me from my Duty to 
Tou. And I hope Ion will not the leſs re- 
gard what I have here written, becauſe I 
profeſs my ſelf, as I always did, to be a 
Member and an Vnworthy Som of the Church 
„f England: For as it has always been my 
Judgment, that he thai Believes, Lives and 
Prays, according to the Rules that Chriſt 
bas given us, 1s a True Chriſtian, and 4 
 bappy Man ; ſo 1 believe that the next Way 
oa tg 


DEDICATION. 


to Heaven is not to look after onde eth 
but Conſcience; and to ſpend our Leal and 


Time not in being Contentious, but Reli- 
gious: And therefore whereſoever I live in 
the Chriſtian World, whether Eaſt or Weſt, 
it is not my being a good Scholar that will 
make me happy, but a good Chriſtian ; not 
4 Learned Diſputant for Chriſt, but a De- 
out Servant to him : Nor the being of ſuch 
or ſuch a Party or Side in the Church, but a 


True Member of his Body. 


AND if You would Vouchſafe to bear 
| with me a latle, I could eafily demonſirate 
L -. this to be the moſt ſafe Way : For, if 1 am 
KRegenerated by the Holy Spirit, and adde 4 
Chriſtian by true Baptiſm, believing the 
Scriptures ; can it with any Colour of Rea- 

ſon be ſuppoſed that I ſhall ſuffer Damna- 


tion for not equally believing Traditions? 


And if I make Conſci cience to ſerve and wor- 


ſbip GO D, can it be thought I ſhall pe- 


_ riſb for not wor ſhipping Images? If I pray to 
GOD, as our Bleſje ed Saviour bath taught 


us, ſching, Our Father, & c. who can 
think J ſhould mcur the 1 of Dan 
nation for not Invocating Saiats and Angels? 
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DEDICATION. 


And if I receive the holy Communion of the 


Body and Blood of Chriſt in both Kind, ac- 


cording to Chriſt's Inſtitution, as even the 


Roman Church confeſſes ; who can believe 


T ſhall be damned, becauſe the Cup is taken 


away by a Council: 7 


THESE things I urge with all Humilz. 


ty, only to let Jon ſee what Reaſon I have 
o believe the Proteſtant Religion to be the 
moſt ſafe Way : And with the utmoſt Ears 
neſineſs, I ſhall offer up my poor Petitions, 
That the Divine Goodneſs would graciouſly 
ſupport Jou under thoſe great and many Trou- 
les wherewith it has pleaſed Him to exerciſe 
Ton here; and. at la ſt to tranſlate You to 4 
Crown of Immarceſſible Glory. Which 
7s ' the dal ang ſincere Prayer % 


Your moſt Faithful . 


And Obedient Servant, 


THO. KEN N. 
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MEDITATIONS, S 


mily, I have thought it my Duty, 
by the enſuing Meditations, to caſt my 
Mite into this Illuſtrious Treaſary, and 
by conſidering the Viciſſitude and Uncer= 
tainty of all Sublunary States and Things, 
to offer ſome ſupport under that Weight 
of Sorrow, which Minds leſs Magnani- 
mous than "thoſe of Perſons ſo Conſpicu- 


71 
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INTRODUCTION. 


De AVING with Grief of Heart, g 
obſerved that uninterrupted 
Series of Affliction that has 


attended a very Noble Fa- 


ous, would have ſunk under long ago. 
AND ſince the Holy Scriptures do 
inform us, that afflictions riſe 7 not out of 


RNA * 


(3) 


the ground, neither does trouble ſpring out 
of the duſt, it will not be unneceſſary to 
* enquire into the Cauſe from whence all our 


great and ſore Calamities ariſe; for as in 


the Caſe of a diſeaſed Body, 0 know 
the Cauſe from whence the Morbifick- 
Aﬀe& proceeds, is accounted half the 
Cure; ſo if by a thorough Search we 
can come to know the Cauſe why it has 
pleaſed the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven 
to bring and to continue theſe Calami- 
ties upon us, it may (accompanied with 
the Divine Bleſſing) go a great way to- 
wards the Removal of them: There be- 
ing nothing more certain, than that the 
Way to have our offended Maker re- 
conciled unto us, is, To ſearch our hearts, 
and try our ways, and to turn unto bins 
againſt whom we have ſinned; and ſo may 


we hope he will have Mercy upon us, 


and ſay to the proud Waves of Affliction 


that have ſo long been rolling over our 


Heads, Thus far have ye gone, but ye ſhall 


proceed no farther, and here ſhall your proud 
waves be ſtopped: For the ſame GO 
that puts a ſtop to we Raging of the Sea, 


can 


15) 


can ſoon put a Period to the Madneſs of 
the People, and bring back our Captivi- 
ty as the Streams in the South. 
NOW, ſince the Loſs of what we 


formerly enjoy'd, is that which makes us 
the moſt Unealy, and gives us the great- 
eſt Diſquiet, I will firſt Endeavour to re- 


move 1t, by giving you a Scheme of the 


Vanity ad Emptineſs of all thoſe things; 
and conſequently that it is not worth our 
while to afllict our ſelves for the Loſs of 
that which is ſo fading and tranſi itory in 
its own Nature, and when enjoy'd 1 in its 
FF greateſt Advantages, adds ſo very little 


to our Happineſs: Which things are pro- 


perly reducible to Three Heads, oz. 


Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures, which 1 


ſhall diltinctly conſi der in Meditations 


upon each. And that what I write ma) 
be the more effectual to the End for 
which it is written, I ſhall addreſs my 


{elf to the Divine Majeſty tor a Bleſl! Ing 


thereupon. 


C20): 
A PRA Y E K. 
NM. Gracious and Bleſſed 60 D, : 


who art the Source and Fate 
of all Bleſſings, without whoſe gracious In- 


fluence, the beſi of all our Performances will 


neither bring glory to thee, nor profit to our 


Prog Loo down, we pray thee, in Mercy 

upon us, and let oh Work be fo attended 
with thy Bleſſing, that it may be efficacious _ 
through thy Grace, to take off our Hearts 
and AﬀeStions from the lowe of thoſe things 
of which thou haſt juſily depriaꝰd us for 


our Sing; that ſo we may. now with more 


earneſineſs and intenſeneſs of Soul, ſeeß af : 


ter thoſe things that cannot be talen from 
as; to which end, we pray thee, ſhew us 
the emptineſs of all preſent things, whether 


they be Honours, Riches, or Pleaſures ; and 


that Thou only art that chief Good which 


alone can ſatisfy our Soils : Hear us, 0 
Lore, and help us, for Jeſus Chriſt bo 

« Aud let theſe Words of our Months, 
L Meditations of our Hearts, be accep- 
table in thy fight, C LORD our GOD, and 
our Redeemer. Medi- 


(i) 
Meditation I. 

od the Vanity and Uncer aint) ＋ Honoyr, 5 

2 ] . E R E. 18 certainly nothing 0 


convincing as our own Experi- 


ence; and if we truly conſider it, it is 
no ſmall Advantage that we reap even 
by our Loſſes, if thereby we come to be 


convinc'd of the Vanity of that which we 


have loſt. For ſuch is the Deceitfulneſs 
of our Hearts, and the Corruption of our 
Natures, chat while we are in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of any out ward Good, we are loth to 


let it go; and tho' we find no real 
Good in it, we are yet ſo much pleas'd 


with. it, as to endeavour with all our 


Might to retain it: And ler us hear from 


the Miniſters of GO D's Ward never fo 
long and learned Harangues of the Vani- 
ty and Uncertainty of them, we are un- 
willing to believe them. Bar when the 

S torm of GOD's Anger is come upon us, 
and the Tempeſt of his Wrath hath cover'd 
us, and taken from us, our King, our 


Qucen, 


(12) 
Queen, our Princes and Nobles, all our 


pleaſant and deledctable Things; we by 


our own Experience come to fee that 
Honour is but an empty Puff of Air, that 
it is only Vox & preterea nihil, a Voice 
and nothing elſe; and that all is Vanity 
5 and Vexation of Spirit. 


BUT to come a little more particu- 


larly to ſhew the Vanity of Honour: 
What Certainty i is there in that, which 
conſiſts in popular Applauſe, and depends 0 
on the Breath of the Vulgar? Well may 
it be compar'd to Wind, for with every 
Wind it changes: Did not the common 
people change their Notes like the Wind, 
even to our Saviour himſelf? How did 
they cry Hoſanna one Day, and the next 
 Crucify him ? Now the bletled Jeſus is 
 eſteem'd a Prophet by em, and anon re- 
puted a Samaritan that bath a Devil. 
Nor had his Followers leſs Experience 
of the Inconſtancy of the People When 
St. Paul eſcapꝰd Shipwreck, and was caſt 
upon the Iſland call'd Melita, a Viper 


faſten d on his Hand, which made the 


People take him for a Murderer; but 


when 


Xt 
2 Is 
iS 594 


5 


( 13 P- = 
FOTO they {ſaw him ſhake it off, with: 
out doing him any harm, they changed 


their Minds, and ſaid de was a God: 
And the ſame St. Paul, accompanied with 


St. Barnabas, were at another Time firſt 
honoured with Pagamiſh Devotion, as 


tho they had been Fupiter and Mercury, 


and ſoon after ſtoned, as tho' they were 


Malefactors. Again, St. Faul and Silas 


were one time impriſon'd in the loweſt 
Dungeon MF hilippos, and afterwards 
honour'd and ador'd of the ſame Goa- 
ler that was their Executioner: Even as 


our bleſſed Lord was honour'd of the 


ſame Judas that was his Betrayer, and of 
the ſame Pilate that was his Condemner. 


How lamentable was the Caſe of Zede- 
Kiah, who of King of Judah, was made 


a Captive to the King of Babylon, and 


put in Chains ; he had indeed for” A ſhort 


time his Eyes ſpared, but it was only that 
he might behold the dreadful Slaughter of 
| his Children, and then the Light of 8 


Eyes were obſcur d in utter Darkneſs : 


lamentable Viciffitude of Worldly 110 
nours! Wben Crowns and Scepters are 


tum bled 


(14) 


tumbled under Foot! And Royal Blood 
is ſhed like Water on the Ground, that 
can't be gather'd up again! How ſoon 
was Pharoah tumbled from his Trium- 
phal Chariot, (when he purſu'd the 
Ijraelites ) and was made food for Fiſhes, 
and all his Pomp lay buried in the Sea! f 
The like unhappy, but juſt Fate, befel 
Adonibexec x, who from a en and a 


puiſſant King, was diſgracefully mangled 


in his Hands and Toes, and forc'd to eat 
ſuch. Crumbs as fell l the Table, 


like a Dog. And Agag likewiſe, ano- 


ther Royalet, was hewn in Pieces ſike an 
Ox, even when he thouęnht the bitterneſs 
of Death was paſt. And Jexzabel ( who 
well deſerv'd her fate) tho? a great Queen 
her ſelf, anda King's Daughter, was eaten 


up and gnaw'd by Dogs like Carrion. 


Nay, the great Nebuchadnezzar, that Uni- 
verſal Monarch of Chaldea, whilſt he 


was hugging of himſelf in his own Hap- 


pineſs, and contemplating the Glory of 
- his Kingdom, and the Honour of his Ma- 
jeſty, was turn'd out of his Palace, and 
forc'd to graze like a brute Beaſt in bis. 

on 


(15) 


own P Park. See here the [ſtability of ; 


worldly | Honour! Aud what prodigious 
changes a Moment can produce! W 
from the higheſt Pinacle of Glory, a 
mighty King whom all the World obey'd, 5 


is turn d a Grazing with the very Beaſts! 
| NOR do we find that prophane Hiſto- | 


ries are wanting in producing numerous 
5 Examples of the Uncertainty of world- 


ly Greatneſs, and how airy a Nothing; 


the Breath of Honour is: Of which one 
fatal Inſtance is that of the great Bajazet 
the Emperor of the Turks, who like a 
Wolf, or ſome wild Beaſt of prey, was 
1 en up and down by conquering 
Lamberlain, in an Iron Cage, and expos' 6 


to that Contempt which he thought 
worſe than Death; and therefore to re- 


leaſe himſelf, he knock'd out his Brains 


againſt the Bars of the Cage in which 
they kept him. Valerian the Emperor 


was another Inſtance likewiſe, Who as a 


3 Slave and Vaſſal to Sapores King of Per- 
= ſia, Was forc'd to hold his Stirrop whilſt | 


he got up an Horſeback, as tho? he had 


been Pope. And eyen amoug{t Chriſti- 


2 ang 


(16 5 
ans, Frederick the Third, one of the bet 
of Emperors, was trod upon by Alex. 
ander the Sixth, one of the worſt of 
| Popes, in St. Mark's Church in Venice, as 
if he had been an Aſp or a Baſilisk, the 
Pope moſt blaſphemouſly uſing | theſe 
Words, Thou ſhalt tread upon the Lion 
ant the Adder, the Young Lion and the 
Dragon ſhalt 1 trample under feet. Nor 
wit kom a juſt Compaſlion to be re- 
membred, that the Emperor Mauritius 
had his Empreſs and his Children ſlain 
before his Eyes, by that bloody Phocas, 
| his Servant, who, after he had lain 
mm Maſter, and uſurp'd his Empire, 
was countenanc'd 3 in all his Villany by 
the Pope, becauſe he ſtiPd him univer- #7 
{al Biſhop. This ſudden Change of For- 4 
tune likewiſe, befel the aged Priam * 
of Troy, and Paleologas the Emperor of 
Conſtantinople, when theſe two a 5 
Cities were deſtroy d, the one by the 
| Greeks, the other by the Turks - 1 * 
and many more great Ones in the World, 
have bcen ſuddenly thrown down from 
the Top of all their worldly Glory, tothe 


moſt 
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16 
moſt Ab; ect Condition; and caſt, as was 
aan to Capernaum, from the Heaven 
of higheſt Exaltation, to the Hell of 
loweſt Confulton. 

BUT we have no need to crols the 
Seas for Examples of this nature; our 
_ own Chronicles afford us fatal Inſtances : 

Witneſs Edward and Richard the Second, 
both Kings of England ; who found by 
a too {ad Experience, there was but a 
ſmall Diſtance between the Priſons and 
the Graves of Princes And to come 


} nearer to our Times; I necd not queſtion 


but there are many ill alive, who can 
remember Charles the Firſt, the Potent 
Monarch of Three Opulent and once 
Flouriſhing Kingdoms, O'ercome by His 
Rebellious Barbarous Subjects, and ſhed- 
ding, at His own Palace-Gates, His 


Z Royal Blood upon a Scaffold by the 


Hangman's Hands. This is indeed too 
Z fad an Inſtance of the Uncertainty of 
1 Worldly Honours! To ſee the Foun- 


# train of it thus barbarouſly Butcher'd un- 
der a Pretence of Juſtice, as if he had 
not been the Lord's Anointed! The 


E — 


Wl 18 N 
5 gg thoughts on't fills my Soul with Hor- 
ſo that my Trembling Hand can 
N hold my Pen; and I cou'd even 
wiſh my Head were Waters, and my Eyes 
a Fountain of Tears, that I mi gt weep 
Day and Night, for the Undmely Tra- 
gick Fall of this Illuſtrious Martyr ; and 
Vell may He be call'd fo, ſince He Dy'd 7 
for His ſo firm Adherence to the Church 
of England: Vet neither the Sacredneſs | 
of his Majeſty, which in His loweſt Ebb 
of Fortune, ſhin'd brighter than the Dia- 
dem He wore, nor all His God. like In- 
nocence, were able to preſerve Him from 
being made a Victim for His People; nor 
hinder the Breath of our Noſtrils, the 
Anointed of the Lord, from falling i into 
the Hands of the vileſt of Men. Well 
therefore might Solomon ſay, There is one 
 Eventboth to the Righteous and the Wicked ; © 
Ul! and that no man can know Good or Evil by F 
= any thing that is before him in this Life : 
Por we daily fee the Race is not to the 
9 Swift, nor the Battel to the Strong, nor Bread 
tio the Wiſe, nor Riches to Men of Underſtand- 
1 ing : But Time and Chance happens unto all. 
BUT 
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B UT whither has my Grief Tranſ- 
ported me? The Conſideration of the 
| Father's Death, has kept me from Deplo- 
ring the unhappy Fate of His Son, my 
Royal Maſter ; who is yet a freſher In- 
ſtance of the Mutability of Worldly Ho- 
nours; who from all the Pomp and Splen- 
dor of a Crown, with which we have ſeen 
His Royal Head incircled, has been forc'd 
to ſcek for Shelter in a Foreign Country, 
and live upon the Alms of others: And 


4 that the Church of England, (who until 


now has had no Blot upon her) ſhowd 
be concern'd in ſuch a Revolution, even 
that Church for whom His Royal Father 
dy'd a Martyr, is that which moſt of all 
amazes me. 

BUT this abundantly confirms this 
Truth, That no Eſtate of Man on this 
Hide Heaven, is free from Mutability and 
Changes; and ſufficiently ſhews how 
Vvoain a ching it is for any Man to place 
his Felicity and Happineſs in Eminency 
Z of Dignity, and bigh Exaltation, ſince in 
the Twinkling of an Eye all human 


Clory may be laid! in the Duſt, and the 
B 2 Sun 


4 20 ) 
Sun of Honour cither Set, or Eclips'd, 
or Clouded in Ignominy and Diſgrace ; 
as the hot gleaming Sun oft turns into a 
ſudden Storm; like the Honour of Proud 
Haman, that was taken from Feaſting 
with the King and Qucen, and i imme- 
diately hang d upon the Gallows. 
AND as the Slipperineſs of Honour 
is always an Allay to the Enjoying of it, 
and extremely debaſes and leſſens its 
Value; ſo likewiſe is the little Satisfa- 
Gon 18 gives us when we do Enjoy it: 

What Content did it give Haman, tho! | 
he was the King's peculiar Favourite, and 
that his Scat was ſet above all the Princes 
of Fer ſia, and reverenc'd. and bow'd to 1 
by all the King's Servants? So far was "i 
he from being Contented with the Ho- 
nour that he had, that he never Enjoy d 
it; it availed him nothing, becauſe Mor- 
decal the Jew did not bow to him and 
give him Reverence. Honour is very apt 7 
(unleſs it be kept within due Bounds by 7 
ſupernatural] Grace) to puff up the Minds 
of Men, ſo that they often forget both Þ 
God and themſelves; They are 2 4 
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ought, 


Tz cry'd, Tis the Voice of a God. He was ſo 


Ignominy. 
more unſafe, for the higher any Man is 
plac'd, the more Enemies he has, and the 

more he is liable to be attack'd ; yea, the 


his Ruin. 


ro think of themſelves above what they 
when they find that all Mens 
| Knees are bowing down to 'em. Herod 


found Honour a very fatal thing to him ; 


when the People honour'd him, ad 
impious to take that Honour to himſelf, 
and gave not God the Glory; and there= 
fore God {oon made him know he was 


a mortal Man; for he was immediately 
BB ſmitten with Wakes and Dyd, and all 


his Honour was cover'd with the greateſt _ 
It indeed renders a Man 


more obnoxious he is to thoſe that ſeek 
The lofty Oaks are ſooner 
ruin'd by the ſtroke of Thunder, than 
the humble Shrubs: He that Handl, up- 
on a Pinacle, tho' he may be gaz d at by 
the Crowd, finds: more unlafe than he 


that walks upon the ground, and paſſes 
unobſerv'd. Solomon tells us, That Ho- 


nour is not ſeemly for a Fool, ad yet it of- 


their Portion. 
B 3 


tentimes becomes 


When 
Men 
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Men are laden with much Honour, they 
have need to be well Balaſted with Wil- 


dom, leſt they be Over: ſet. Beſides, what 
Satisfaction is there in thoſe things of 
which we can have no Aſſurance of En- | 
Joyment ? What Comfort can a Man take | 
in a Houſe, when he is but a Tenant at 
Will, and may be turn'd out, at the Plea- | 
ſure of his Landlord, at an Hour s warn= | 
ing! What Content has he that Pitch- 
eth his Tent on the Sand, ready to be 
waſh'd away with the rolling of every | 


Sea ? And what greater Certainty is there 


in Honours, which, like the Spokes of a 
Wheel, are now Uppermoſt, and imme- 
diately after at the Bottom? How often 
have we ſeen the Sun ſhine bright and 
glor iouſſy, when the next moment, thro! |?! 
the interpoſ} ing of ſome envious Cloud, 


tis mufff'd up in Darkneſs. There alſo 


is another thing that makes Honour leſs 


Honourable; and that is, when it is not 
honourably obtain'd : fas if Honour be 
worth any thing, it 1s "when tis the Guer- 


don and Reward of Virtue : Twas this 
that made at firſt a Difference among 


Men: 


1 
e 


T 23) 
Men : Thoſe that had e great things for 


the Publick, and deſerv'd well of their 


Country, had a peculiar Mark of Honour 
put upon them, as the juſt Reward of their 


Merits ;and this] it was that made em truly 


| Honoardble:. But afterwards, as Men de- f 


generated more and more, * Honour be- 
came Mercenary, and thereby loſt its Va- 


lue : And that indeed has been the chiefeſt 
= cauſe of Envy's Lacquying after it: For 
| when Men were preferr'd above their 
Brethren, whoſe Worth and Merit came 
far ſhort of theirs, they ſtraightway En- 
vy'd 'em, as Men unworthy of the Ho- 
nour they poſſeſo d: What Honour can we 
think that Man deſerves, who by Extorti- 
on and Oppreſſion has amaſs d together a 
vaſt ſum of Money, and with that Money 
purchas'd Honour? It muſt ſurely be an 
ill Purchaſe that's encumber'd with a 
Curſe; and that Honour cannot but 
. prove ruinous, that's built on Ruins. 


I do e I have been much affected, 


when J have conſider'd how ſome Dew 


{ons very meanly born, Sons of the Earth, 


and taken from the Dunghil, have heem 


$4 - rais'd 


FN 24 ) 
rale d from cheir Original Duſt, and fir 
up with Princes: Such were Maximinns, 
Probus, Aurelius, Fertinax, and others; 
Who from common Soldiers became 
Emperors; Jephthah and Abimelech, 
tho? Baſtards, were both Renowned 855 
nerals, and famous for their Arms; and 
the Normen Duke Villiam, whom we call 
William the Conqueror, was one of the 
ſame Claſſis. So likewiſe Peter Comeſtor, 


| Gratian the Collector of the Decretals, | 


Lumbard the Maſter of the Sentences, 
firſt Founder of School Divinity, were 
all the Baſtards of Nuns, and all Famous | 
for Arts. Agathocles was the Son of a 
Potter, Abdolominus a Gardiner, Iphi- 
crates and Marius meanly born, 3 yet 
came to be Kings of Sicily, Syria, and 
great Potentates. And what ſhall we 
ſay to Saul and David, of whom Sacred 
Writ tells us, Hzs a Saulum & Dawi- 
dem, Aſs nus 2 Owves paſſenter ad Regnum 
pervenientes ; the one was taken from 
ſeeking Aſſes, and the other from follow- 
ing of Sheep, and advanc'd to the King- ® 
dom, 1 Sam. 9. and 16. How ſtrange 


Was 


(39) 
was the Exaltation of Coſmus de Medicis 
of Florence, whom Machiawel in his Flo- 
rentine Hiſtory tells us, liv'd all his Yourh 
obſcure and miſerable; when on a ſud- 
den the Sun of his Glory ſhin'd forth, 
as from under a Cloud? How was Hei 


| == 
| | the Third, of Portngal, out of a Poor 


ades ferch'd out of a Priſon, and Henry 
» Monaſtry, to be Crowned Kings? 


THESE are fo many Inſtances of 
= the great Uncertainty that all Men meet 
„ with here in their Purſuit of Honour: 
e | Some are the Favourites of Providence, 

and from a mean Condition rais'd to the 1 
higgheſt Pinacle of Worldly Glory; whilſt 
= others from the Summit of their Hopes, 
E have in a Moment's time been thrown 
into Deſpair, and all the glittering Bright- 
gneſs of their Crowns have only ſervd to 
= light” em ro Deſtruction, 

4 AND yet tho' moſt Men ſo unwea- 
riedly purſue this gaudy Idol Honour, 
let us a little now conſider what tis they 
are the better for't. And one would 
think that thoſe whom N-ture ſends in- 
to the World with Crowns upon their 
Heads, 


(26). 
Heads, and Sceptres 1 in their Hands, that 
from their Birth are plac'd in ſuch a 
Sphere of Glory that they have nothing 
more to wiſh for, have all the cauſe that 
may be to eſteem themſelves happy: 
And yet if we Enquire of them, whether 
the Dignities that they Enjoy, and the 
high Station they are in, has made em 
happy ! They'll tell us the quite contra- 
ry. No Good whatever can make a Man 
happy, without it be permanent and laſt- 


ing; and whatever 'tis that is not lo, | 


muſt needs leave the Soul ſhort of Hap- _ | 


pineſs: And that Honours, I mean | 
Worldly Honours, are not permanent, KF 


is what I have already prov'd by many = 
and ſome too fatal Inſtances : And 3 
this is not all, for while they do Ray 
em, they find their Crowns are lin'd 
with Care, and ſometimes made of 

Thorns ; nay, oftentimes the Sceptre that 
they weild proves but a Reed, and can- 

not be depended on. And can we think 

ſuch Crowns and Sceptres can Cure the 
_ Chagrin of the Mind, or keep off Cares 
and Griefs from hovering about 'em? 
No, 


// » WR 


— 


N 


TY) 


No, on the contrary, it is the Crown 


that brings em, and the Sceptre that at- 
tracts em. 0 Gown, {aid the great Per- 
6 ſ jan Monarch, He that did but know how 
heavy thou ſte ſt on the Head, would hardly 
take thee up, tho? he ſhowd meet thee on his 
way. This Prince gave Law to the whole 
World, and each Man's Fortune was 
what he pleas'd to make it; and there- 
fore to appearance cowd give to every 
| Man Content; and yet he here confefles 
| he wanted it hn And what better 
Account can the reſt give us, if they will 
ſpeak their Minds Impartially? And 
here I will not ask of Dionyſius the Ty- 
rant of Sicily, who was more content 
with a handful of Twigs, to Whip the 
little Children of Corinth in a School, 
than with the Sceptre wherewith he had 


beaten all Sicily : Nor will we ask of 


| Sylla, who having robb'd the Common- 


wealth of Rome, (which had her ſelf be- 
fore robb'd the whole World) ncver 
found means of Reſt in himſelf: Nor, 


to come nearer home, will we Enquire of 


Charles the Royal Martyr, the Luſtre of 
whole 
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whoſe Crow did only ſerve to Tempt 


his Enemies, not only to take it from his 


Head, but even to take his Head off too; 


and whoſe Sceptre was too weak to over- 
come the Force of Armed Rebels: Nor 
will we ask of his two Exib'd Sons, of | 
which the Eldeſt endur'd twelve Year of- 
Baniſhment, e're he Enjoy'd his Crown; 


and he who ſtill ſurvives, warn'd by his 


Royal Father's Tragick End, was forc'd 
to fly for Refuge to a Neighbonring 
Monarch, whole Generous Goodneſs has 
ever ſince ſupported him. It is of none 
of theſe Unhappy Princes that we will 
ask what Happineſs they found in Ho- 
nours : But ſurely Solomon may very well 
be Eſteem'd capable of giving the beſt 
Anſwer to this Queſtion ; who had ar- 
rivd to all the Honour that the World 


is capable of giving, both with reſpe& 


to his ſingular Wiſdom, which without 
doubt made him a very competent Judge 


of this matter ; as well as for that vaſt At- 


fluence of Riches which he had amaſs'd 


together ; and more eſpecially for that 


"_ 'of heart he had to make uſe of 


it: 
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it: And yet this is the Summa Totals of 
all his Honour and Glory, That all is 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 


BUT becauſe we will have more than 


one Man's Opinion, let us ask of the Em- 


peror Auguſius, who Peaceably poſſeſs d 


the whole World, and we ſhall hear : 


him bewailing his Life paſt, and among 


infinite Toils "with for the Reſt of the 


meaneſt of his Subjects; eſtecming that a 


happy Day, that would eaſe him of his 
inſupportable Greatneſs, and ſuffer him 
do live quietly among the leaſt. 


AND if we Enquire of Tiberius his 


Succeſſor, he will tell us, That he holds 
= Empire as 2 Molf by the Ears ; and 
that, if he cou'd 3 it without danger of be- 


ing bitten, he wou'd gladly let it go : Com- 


plaining of Fortune for lifting him ſo 


high, and then taking away the Ladder 


thar he cou'd not get down. 
IF we ask Diocleſian, a Prince of : 
great Wiſdom and Virtue, in the Opi- 
nion of the World; he will prefer his 


: voluntary DE Le at Solona, before 


all the Roman Empire. | 
AN D, 


Wo AND, to conclude this Head, if we 
Ih, Enquire of the Emperor Charles the | 
Ii Fifth, who is generally eſteem'd the moſt F 
| happy that hath liv'd theſe many Ages, 
Wt He will Curſe his Conqueſts, Victories | 
and Triumphs; and not be aſham'd to 
oon, That he hath felt more good in 
one day of his Solitude, than in all his 
W Triumphant — 
NOW how can we imagine thoſe 
happy in this imaginary Honour and 
| | \_ Greatneſs, who think themſelves unhap- 
— in it? And eſpecially, ſince they 
1 profeſ: that Happineſs conſiſts in being 
DLeſſer, and not Greater. In a word, 
1 whatever Happineſs, Honour and Ambi- 3 
tion promiſeth, it is nothing elſe but ſuf-. 
1 fering of much Evil to get more. Men 
Wit think by daily climbing higher to make 
1 themſelves happy, and yet the height 
14 whereunto they ſo painfully aſpire, is 
bl. the height of Miſery it ſelf. = 
| 1 BUT having thus conſſ der'd lh the 1 
| Uncertainty and Vanity of Worldly Ho- 
nour, it is neceſſary to ſec what ule is to 
be made of it, before we procecd any 
farther. The 


an” 4 8s 


5 The SouP s Expo ſtulation. 


A ND now, O my Soul, why ſhou'dſt 


7 thou Diſquiet thy ſelf for the 

loſs of that which is not worth the keep- 

ing? If the Poſſeſſion of it cou'd add 
nothing to thy Happineſs, what haſt thou 


to complain of, now 'tis loſt? Is it not 


better to enquire what juſt Title thou 
hadſt to it, than to repine at the loſs of 
it? If thy Honour was the Reward of 
Virtue, it is ſtill thy own; for whilſt the 
Cauſe continues, ( which is Virtue ) the 
Effet can't ceaſe ; and then thou haſt 
no reaſon to complain: But if thy Ho- 
nour came from any other Cauſe, thou 
truly never hadſt any real Honour, it only 
was an empty Name, and nothing elle : 


For it is Virtue is the Life and Soul of 
Honour. Thou oughteſt therefore, O my 


Soul, to look well before thou leap'ſt into 
the Chair of Honour; or elle the higher 


thou climbeſt, the lower thou falleſt: If 
Virtue prefer thee, then Virtue will pre- 
ſerve thee ; But if Gold or Favour do 
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(32) 
advance thee, thy Honour is but pinnd 
upon the Wheel of Fortune, and when 


that Wheel thall turn, thy Honour falls, 


and thou remain'ſt an "everlaſting Monu- 


ment of thy own Ambitious Folly. If 5 


therefore thou deſire, O my Soul, to pur- 


chaſe Honour with thy Wealth, conſ] der 
firſt how that became thine : if thy La. 


bour got it, let thy Wiſdom keep it ; if 


5 Oppreſſion found it, let Repentance re- 
ſtore it; and if thy Parents left it, let thy 
Virtues doforve 4 it. 


For if thou art a Pa- 
lace, Honour (like the Sun-beams) will 


: 1 thee more Glorious; but if thou art 
a Dunghi], the Sun may ſhine upon thee, # 
but it cannot ſweeten thee : Thy Prince | 
may give thee Honour, but not make thee 


honouradle. The beſt way therefore, O 


my Soul, is to deſpiſe that empty Nothing 


which che World calls Honour; and leck 
after that Honour which ade can Rob 


thee of, or take away ; 
word, to ſeck the n which G OD 


and that is, ina 


gives: For they that honour Him, He 3 
has promis d to honour; whereas they | 
that deſpiſe Him ſhall be light] y eſteemed. 
A 


1 33) e 
1 PRAYER. 


Almighty tie moſt gracious Lond 
God, who alone ruleſt in the King- 
doms of Men, and ſuffereſt one to be plucked 
down, and ant to be ſet up, as beſt 
- ſeemeth good in thy ſight Thon giveſt, 

aud thou takeſt away, bleſſed be thy holy 
"| Name for ever. O Lord, be pleaſed in Mer 
c to look down upon an unworthy Sinner 


| : nom before thee; and graciouſly ſupport 
me under the preſent Diſpenſation of thy 


9 | Providence, and quiet my Soul under thy 
1 Wiſe and Sovereign Diſpoſal of all Affairs; 3 


and make me willing to ſuffer whatever it 


all pleaſe thee to inflidt upon me; O Lord, 


. make me Jen ble that thou haſt dealr Fe 


W | wourably with me, and haſt puniſb'd me leſs 


than mine Iniquities deſerved : I do confeſs 
I have been too much puffed up with that 
Honour which comes from Man, which 
+ therefore I am juſtly deprived of : and 0 
=} that now thou wouldſt help me to take ſhame 
to my ſelf, and henceforth to ſee after that 
Honour which comes from God only. That 


bl 


THY 


ſo unfeignedly turning to thee by true Con 
trition and Amendment of Life, Thou alſo 
may ſt graciouſly return unto me, with Mer- 
cy and with Lowing-Kindneſs. Hear, 0 
Lord, and help, and anſwer, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chrift thy bleſſed Son, and my 
alone Saviour ; To whom, with thee, O Fa- 
ther, and the holy Spirit, be aſcribed all 


Honour, and Glary, and Power, henceforth 


and fire evermore. Amen. Our Father Oc. 


| Meditation II. 


On the Uncertainty of Ricken. 15 4 


5 HERE is nothing! in the World 
more certain than the Uncertain- 
1 of Riches; therefore it is that the A- 

poſtle St. Pail calls em Uncertain Riches, 
| beading us not to truſt in uncertain Riches, © 

but in the Living GOD. And thou h | 
there be many in the World that maks 


Wings for Riches, I mean, that ſtudy 
and contrive how to ſpend. | it, as thinking 
they ſhall never be Poor, ye they need 


not 


woche come c eve 


+ WY 


thentfelves Wings, and fly away: yes, ſa 97 
be, they will fly 10 Har as never to return 
any more, for they will fly as an Ea; ſe 
toward Heaven : Riches are ſuch Vol 


(35). 


not be ſo much concern'd abou that, Mo 


might well ſave themſelves that Labour, 
for whether they make them Wings or 


no, Solomon tells us that Riches will make 


10 


tile things, as he compares, them to Non 


Entities; Wilt thou, lays he. "ſet thy Heart 
on that hich is "mr? Riches are like 
Quickfi ver, lo Volatile, there's no fixing 


of em for they fly away, when their 


F Poſl-flbrs think themſelves as ſure of dem 


(having them cloſe Priſoners in Bags and 


Bolts, under Lock and Key) as the Ro- 
mans thought themſelves of the Goddeſs 
| Vittoria, when they clipp'd ber Wings, and 
wall'd her within their City. And tho? 
in this reſpect alſo our own Experience 
is more convincing than a Thouſand Wits 
3 nefles, yet will it not be amiſs to recite. 


ſome Examples of the Uncertainty and 
Emprineſs of Worldly Riches ; and the, 
rather, that we may dee there 1 A nothing 


; has befallen us in Le late Revolution, 


I 7 but 


[ 
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but what has befallen others in former 


times, who have been better than we: 


No that we are try'd in the Furnace of 


Afftiction, we may have good hopes of 
coming forth like Gold, refined and made 
better; but if we faint in this Day of our 
Adverſity, it will argue our Strength is 


but ſmall. 


AND fast, The Example of Job is 
Uluſtrious, Who was not more Eminent 
: for his Riches than his Piety, which was 
ſo very remarkable, that he was the Non- | 
ſuch of his Age, the very Boaſt of Hea- 
ven: Haſt thou conſidered my ſervant Job, 
ſay s the Almighty, that there is none 
he him, a Perfect and an Upright Man, 
one that fear eth God, and eſcheweth Exil 5 
What Man cou'd have a fairer Character, 
eſpecially conſidering who it was that : 


gave it? And yet this holy Job, this Fa- 


vourite of Heaven, was deprived in one 
Day, nay, in one Hour, of ſuch an Eſtate, 
( bctides his Children, "which were more 
dear to him than all the reſt) in Oxen, 
| Camels, Shcep and Moveables, as the 
grearclt d Man ! in the Feb did not poſſeſs 


the 


nt 


1 


the like: And yet Job never murmur'd 
at his Loſs, but only made this Inference 
from it, Naked we came into the World, 
and Naked ſhall we go ont again: i 
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away, and 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. There 
1s at this Day an Illuſtrious Inſtance 1n 
the World, that has well near Equaliz d 
Job in his Afflictions. God grant that 
he may do it in his Patience and his Pie- 
ty; and then we may all hope for the 15 
like Ifſne. 5 
| BUT to enumerate more Examples of 
| the Mutability of Riches, is to hold a 
Candle to the Sun; for who can walk the 
Streets without meeting Variety of Inſtan- 
ces? How many Men, who formerly 
liv'd plentifully, and were in good Eſteem 
for Wealth and Riches, are now ure 
| duc'd from a Spring- Tide of Flenty, to the 
Þ loweſt Ebb of Poverty? Neither has this 
befallen one ſort of Men alone, but Men 
_ | of all Ranks and Qualities, Gentlemen, 
Merchants, Mariners, Tradeſmen, Mecha- 
nicks, Citizens and Conntrymen, Vo— 
men and Farmers : Thoſe who were for- 
C3 meriy 
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merly as rich as Creſus, are now as poot- 

as Conon ; and from a Dives, turn'd into. 

a2 Lazarus: And if you ſhowd enquire __ 
by what means all this comes to pals, 


ſome wou'd inform you 'twas by Ship- 


wreck at Sea, others by Suretiſbip on 
Land; ſome by bad Debtors and Folitick 


Bankrupts, thoſe Peſts of Trade, and 


Shipwrecks of the Citizens ; others by 
Sickneſs, Phyſick and Pbyſ icians ; and 
ſome by grinding Uſury ; others by pay- 
ing Forfeitures and double Taxes, have 
been brought to an inrccoverabla Con- 
ſumption : Some have been undone by 
Careleſs, Thieviſh, and Fugitive Ser- 
vants: And even Loyaliy, and a Senſe of 
cur Duty to God and the King, has thro' 
the cunning Craftineſs of ſome Men, 
been made the Occaſion of ruining many. 
But beſides all theſe, there want nor 
many that have been their own Ruin : 


Some by Good (or rather Bad) Fellow- 


ſhip ; others by great Houſe-keeping, their 


Minds being too big for their Means ; 

ſome by Hawks, Hounds, Horſes, Gs 

Whores ; theſe are deſtroy d by their own. 
Luſts, 


1 ( ”) 

Luſts, and caten by the Wolf bred in 
their own Fleſh ; or, as 'tis fabled of 
Aciæon, are devour'd of their own Dogs. 
And ſurely thoſe may well be call'd Un- 
certain Riches, that have ſo many Wings 
to fly away. I had forgot to mention 
Fire, which where it gets the Maſtery, 
proves very fatal, and in a few hours time 
makes Beggars of the richeſt Merchants ; 
of which that dreadful one in London in 
the Ycar 1666, ſerves for a thouſand 
Inſtances. Which ſhews ſufficiently the 
Mutability of Worldly Riches, and what 

” ſmall Cauſe we have of cruſting i in em. 

i BUT though perhaps ſome Men may 
prove more fortunate, and that their 
Riches ſhou'd ſtay with em, as tho? they 
had been wedded to 'em, not to depart 

for Term of Life; yet there muſt be a 
Separation when they come to dye: For 
as the Word of Truth, beſides our own 
I Experience, infallibly 1 85 us, The Rich 
Man when he dyes ſhall carry nothing away 
with him, his Pomp ſhall not deſcend to 
the 8 And therefore, as the Ex- 
cellent St. Auguſtin has it. Vide Viwvens 
C 4 tem 
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tem cogita worienten, quid hic habet, quid 
ſe cum tollit &c. Eye therich Man, \ poiſe Nr 
ponder his E "ſlate, living and dying, to con- 
 fider what be hath here, and what he takes 
with him from hence. "Damaſeene hath a 
notable Fiction of three Friends, which all 


profeſſed Love to a Man, and the Trial of 


it was this: One Friend would ſtay with 
him all the time of his Health and Pro- 
ſperity ; that Friend was Pleaſure, Vo- 
luptuouſneſs and Mirth: The Second 
Friend wou'd ſtay with him in his Sick- 
neſs, yea, to the hour of Death ; that 
; Friend was Riches ; but having brought 
him to the Grave, there it left him: The 
Third Friend goes with him beyond the 


Crave, even to God's Tribunal, and 


pleads for him there, and this Friend is 


God's Fear, and God's Favour : This 
Friend is more worth than all the reſt ; 
for as for the Second Friend, Riches, thac 
leaves us, you ſee, at the Grave. Theſe 
Friends, faith Bernard, either have their 
End 3 we dye, or Mo our End when 
we dye; either they forſake us, or are 


forſaken of us. We have already heard 


what 
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what holy Job ſaid, Naked came we into 
the world, and naked. all we go out again. 
And the great Saladine, the Conqueror 
of Aſia (a ſecond Tamerlane) well ap- 
| ply'd it to himſelf; for dying in his Ar- 


my, inſtead of all other Obſequies, he or- 


| dared only a Linnen Cloth, a Winding- 
ſheet, to be carried bake him on the 


Top of a Spear, throughout the Camp, 


with this Proclamation, Saladini quod 
: reliquum ; Here's all that s left of Great 
 Saladine. Enſigns, Trophies, Victories, 
Triumphs, are all included in this Lins 
nen Rag, the Cover for my dead Corpſe; 
and except this, all the reſt muſt remain 
behind : Our Houſes, Lands, Wife, Chil- 
dren, we muſt ſhake Hands with 'em all, 
and bid a long Farewel to em when we 
come to dye. Gulielmus Parifienſes com 
pares thoſe that load themſel ves here with 
thick Clay, to a Parcel of Boys that have 
robb'd an Orchard, who after they have 


| eaten what they can, ſtuff their Pockets, 
Sleeves and Coats full, to carry out with 

them; but at the Door there ſtands one 
that ſcarcheth them, takes all they have, 


— 
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and ſends them away with no more than 
they brought in. The World, ſays he, 
is the Orchard; the Cormorants of the 
World ate thoſe greedy Boys; the Fruit 
ſtolen, are Riches ingroſs'd ; and the Por- 
ter is Death, who makes 'em leave it all 
behind 'em. It is alſo compared to a 
poor Man invited to a rich Man' Table 4 


3 


he has the Uſe of his Plate to drink in, 
and of his ſilver Spoons to cat his Broth 
with, while he is there at the Feaſt ; but 
if he preſumes to pocket up any Plate, | 
or to carry away the leaſt Spoon, there 
is ſearch made b by the Porter for what is 
miſſing, and it is taken from him with 
Diſgrace. We are in the World as in 
an Inn, faith Ty; and we may uſe it 
as our Hoſt's Houſe, and our Bed too, that 
proper Place to which God hath called 
us, for the time we lodge; but we muſt. 
carry away no Cloaths, no Coverings, 
except we borrow a Winding-ſheer, uſe- 
ful only as the Secondine to the Child, 
to wrap us in; for excepting this, Death 
as a common Pyrate, or a Thief, ſtrips us 


of all the reſt. 


NOW 


ARE 
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NOW what Contentment or Satif- 


faction can we propoſe to our ſelves in 


the Enjoyment of ſuch uncertain fluctu— 
ating Things, which either &re long will 


leave: us, or of neceſlity we muſt leave 
them? It is furely a great Argument of 


our Minds being placd upon wrong 
Objects, when we can mourn for the 
loſs of ſuch flying and lying Vanities. 


The Soul F Expoſtulation 5 


\ISQUIET not thy ſelf, 0 my 
Soul, about the Things of this 
World, nor ſer thine Heart on that which 


is not: If thou hadſt not loſt the World, 


perhaps thou might'ſt have loſt thy ſelf E 
in ſetting thy Heart too much upon it. 
And fince God's Word has told thee, 
That if any Man love the world, the hve ; 
| of the Father is not in him; ahi baſt 
| cauſe to rejoyce that thou baſt loſt that, 
which might ( hadſi thou kept it) have 


caus'd thee to loſe the Favour of G OD. 


And yet what haſt thou loſt in loſing it? 


Or what didſt thou gain by it when thou 
4 hadſt 


N 
badlt! it, except Trouble and Care? Thou 


and fled away to Strangers. Is it not 
therefore far better to truſt in the Living 


but Righteouſneſs delivereth from Death. 


the Righteouſneſs thereof, there 1s no- 


of unneceſſary Things? Learn, O my 
Soul, to make the Will of God the Mea- 


ſireſt nothing but what God wills, thou 


what God has done, appears not at the 


hadſt then no more than Food and Ray- ; 
ment; and that thou haſt ſtill, tho' thou 
haſt joſt thy Riches: When thou hadſt 


moſt occaſion for em, then they left thee, 


God, than in uncertain Riches? For | 
Riches profit not in the Day of Wrath, 


_ thing necellary for thee, but GOD has 
promis'd it ſhall be added to thee. And | 
wilt thou grieve, becauſe thou art depriv'd | 


ſure of thy Deſires : And when thou de- 


: may'ſt deſire what thou wilt, and obtain 

it. Thou may'ſt aſſure thy ſelf that God 
wills what is beſt for thee ; and when 
thou haſt conform'd thy Will to his, thou 
needeſt not fear a bleſſed Iſſue. And if 


preſent 


And if thou mab'ſt it thy chief Buſineſs |! | 
to ſeck firſt the Kingdom of GOD, and 
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preſent beſt to thee; it is not becauſe i it 


really is not belt, %M becauſe by reaſon 


of thy preſent Darkneſs, thou canſt not 
ſee it ſo. God ſees the: End of all his 
Works from the Beginning, and perfectly 
knows the Events of all his Diſpenfati- 


ons; but thou, O my Soul, art ſhort> 


ſighted, can'ſt not ſee far before thee * 


and ſince thou can'ſt not ſee what God 
intends by his preſent Providences, tis 


now thy time to live in the Exetciſe of 
4; e and eri him by craig 


A PRAYER. 


A Moſt Merciful and. Grits God. 
u ho art the Welkſpring of Life, 


* 


and an inexhauſtible Fountain of Goodneſs, 
be pleaſed to look in Mercy upon me poor 


and miſerable Sinner, who had been immer 


in the Things of this Life, and drownd in 
the Love of the World, hadſt not thou in 
| Mercy taken them away from me : O help 
me to acknowledge thy righteous Hand here- 
in, and kiſs that Rod wherewith thou haſt 
ſo mercifully chaſtiß d me. And 0 moſi 


gracious 


————— ———— es — 
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gracious God, wilt thou pleaſ, ſe for the time 
to come, to rake off my Heart from the inor- 


dlinate Cave of Kiches, and all othey things  « 
of this World, and to "place my Affection 
upon thy Bleſſed Majeſty, who'art my Souls | 
ſupreme and ultimate Harun, and its ex- 
 eeeding great Reward. | Conwince me mort 
and more of the Wickedneſs ws well as Folly | 5 
of my former Life, in forſaking Thee-the 
Fountain of Living Waters, and hewing out 
to my ſelf Ciſterns, ubroken Ciſterns that conld 
Hold no Water. Suffer me, O Lord, no lon 
ger to follow after Lying 2 anities, and ſo 
to forſake my own Mercy: And let thy Love, 
O thou God of my Life, purge my Soul from 1 
the Lowe of all other Things what ſoeder. 
Thon ha ft ſaid in tby Word, 'T hat thoſe that 
love Thee ſpall inherit Sub flance, whilſt J, 
like a wretched Prodigal, have been feeding | 
on Husks, and graſping at Shadows : O let L 
me not benceforth truſt in uncertain Riches, Þ| 
but in Thee the Living God ; and buy f 
Thee Gold try'd in the | ire, that ſo 15 may 
be truly rich, and white Rayon! that T 
may be clathed. Grant this; O Lord, and 
whatſoever elſe Tho ſee ff weceſſ ary for me, 


fir 


the Object of i it: Its t 
value their! Ives and without which they 
think it wou'd 1 earce be. worth the Live 
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for. Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amen. Out 
W Ger 121 (= £30973 


aka 2 
Meditation III. 
WW, the 7 anity of Ward ne. 75 


TYLEASURE 5 that which all Pu. 
| ſue and VE tho molt miſtake 
her Ke which Men 


15 FA 


ing. But if r TL mean the Pleaſures of 


: this World, abſtrafied from the Love of 
5 God, and thole unſpeakable Delights that 
æxre in him, there 8 nothing 1 in which Men 
are more m miſtaken : So far 1s Worldly 


pleaſure from making of Men happy, 
that it puts 'em in a State of Death. This 


| St. Faul aſſures us, 1 Tim. v. 6. She that 
li eth in Pleaſure, is dead while ſhe lid eth. 
And large Experience confirms this Truth; | 


| for thoſe that have moſt affected it, Rave. 


always found it fatal. 
3 us give a few loſtances : (For we. 


are 


4 5 * £ 
* 
we * 4 


K F- 
wo ter to be led by Examples chan Pre. 
cepts:) The Philiftines had taken Saiſon 
thro the Treacher; ry of Dalilah.: . Samſon 


$4 yo & 


Wou'd needs e enjoy his Plea ure With! 
lilab, but ſhe xefus'd to let Him, er 
he told her where bis Strength lay; which 
hen ſhe knew, ſheiſtraiphe betta yd him 
to his. Enemies: And this AS a Etlet | 
of 'Samſon's Plex fd ma the 4 
tines had ley U thi is Prize, it. made*eth 
might hy merry, „ Und they wal needs go 
take their feafu fe töo: And N 
(whom they bat atouſly, nad bli inded) 
muſt be ſent fol,” chat he might make 
them Sport. Bult it Was fat | Sport ro, 
_the Philiſftines - For Sunn Having With 
ſome Affi ſtance rop d oll the two Sup- 
Porters or chief fars of the Houfe, pra 
ing to God to ſtrengthen him that 7 
might be avenged for his two Eyes, was 
heard and anſwer'd, and Lahe pulls 
the Houſe about thar Ears, whereby y they | 
all were lain, which PR: a "bloody Period 
to their pleaſure. hs 
THE Perſians, were A People given 
up to Pleaſure above other Nations, e 
ma E 
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made dem ſo effeminate, as render'd em 
an ealy Conqueſt to their Enemies. 
| Belſhazzar was a Prince given to Pleaſure, 
and liv'd in great Volupruoufnels ; and 
that not only in a time of Peace, but when 
he was ſurrounded by his Enemies, and 
Darius lay with a vaſt Army on the 
other Side the River Euphrates; this not- 

withſtanding, Belſhazzar was refolv'd to 
take his Pleaſure, and makes a great 


Feaſt to a Thouſand of his Lords. and 


ſacred Veſſels taken out of the Temple 
of the Houſe of God which was at Je- 
ruſalem. But while Belſpaxxar Was taking 5 
of his Pleaſure, and carouſing with his 
Lords, there appears ſuddenly a Hand 
writing upon the Wall, which though the 
King underſtood not, yet his Countenance 
was chang d, and bis Thoughts ſo troubled 
him, that the Joints of” bas” Loins were 
hoſed, and his Knees ſmote one againſt ano- 
ther. This quickly put an End to all 


15 their Pleaſure, and fill'd em with Con- 

n fuſion and Alan rent: And the ſad 

Epilogue to this Jovial Feaſt, was, That 
2 | 


le God 


drinks Wine before dem, even out if the 


« 50 ) 
God had numberd bis Kingdom, and f. 
ni ſbecl it; it; and that he was weighꝰd in the Ba- 
lances, ang found wanting; and his King- 
dom was divided, and given to the Medes 
and Fer ſians. And that Night Belſhaz- 
var himſelf was ſlain, which put a final 
End to all his Pleaſure. So that it is very 
evident that what is affirmed of Worldly 
Sorrow, is much more true of Worldly 
Pleaſure, That it worketh Death. And 
Solomon, who of all Men was beſt able 
to extract the Quinteſſence of Pleaſure, 
and taſte what was in it, gives us this poor, 
yet true Account of it, hes he had made 
the oy, Bebold this alſo is Vanity, 
Eccleſ. ii. 1, 2. Not only Vain, but Ja- 
nit) it a, in the Abſtract; and: as if this 


Was not enough, he lays y greater Impu- | : 


tation on it in the next Verſe, where he | 
tells us, I ſaid of Laughter, It is mad; 
and of” Mirth, What Ti it? And this 
he further exemplifies, by telling us, I: 
is betler to go to the houſe of mourning, than 
10 go to the houſe of feaſting, Eccl. vii. 2. 
INDEED, all Pleaſures, if they dye 
not like Children in "nel very Birth, yet 
they 
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they are liable to ſo many Accidents, 
that they quickly wither and decay, and 
all their Cult is gone. 
Tooth, the Cramp | 1n one Joint, the 
' Gout in one Toe, the Megrim in the 

Head, the Collick i in the Guts, the Fe- 
ver in the Blood, the Sciatica in the 
Thigh, the Fiſtula or H:morrhoids in 
the nether Parts, or any one of theſe, 
takes away the Reliſh of our Pleaſures, 
and imbitters all the Voluptuous Pcrſons 
Enjoyments; turning his Singing into 
Sighing , his Muſick into Mourning , 
and his Riot into Rage And who won d 
mourn the Loſs of Things ſo ſubject 


to a thouſand Accidents, which I 1 5 


The Pain in one 


ſo little real Good in the En joyment © 
The SouP's Expoſtulation 


| ND now, O my Soul, conſider 
with thy ſelf, how vain, and how 


05 pernicious the eee of the World are! 
For tho' Mankind do generally give uP N 
themſelves to the Purſuit thereof, yet 


how full of Pain do they find thele Plea 
D 2 {ures! 


e 
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ſures! Conf der, O my Soul, that ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures are the Pleaſures of Beaſts ; 
which reliſh them with more Delight than , 
Men, and uſe *em according to the Di- 
| Qates of Nature, and for the ſatisfying 
of their Wants; and that with more 
Moderation ; for they only drink for the 


quenching of their Thirſt, and eat for the 


ſatisfying of their Hunger : Whilſt Men, 
endowꝰd withReaſon.and born to a higher 
End, even to Glorify and Enjoy their 
Maker, do immerſe themſelves in the fil- 
thy P Puddles of Drunkenneſs and Glutto- 
ny, and other baſe carnal Delights, and 
thereby degenerate below the Beaſts that 
periſh. Raiſe up thy Affections there= | 
fore, O my Soul, and place them upon 
Things above ; there are Pleaſures and | 
Delights that are worthy of thee, even 
ſuch as are adequate to thy Wants, and 


capable of ſatisfying the Deſires of an 


Immortal Soul. And tho? thy outward 
Circumſtances and late Loſſes, have ren- 


der'd thee uncapable of purſuing the Plea- 


ſures of this World, thou art thereby the 
more fitted to aſpire to thoſe Pleaſures 


th at 
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that the World can t take from thee, 
and which alone arc worth the enjoy- 


ing. If thou hearken'ſt to the Enchant- 


ing Syrens of Worldly Pleaſure, they do 
but entice thee with their pleaſant Songs 
(as they would have done Ulyſſes ) till 
they bring thee to caſt thy ſelf into the 
| Sea of Deſtruction, and overwhelm 
| thee with eternal Row. But un, O my -: 
Soul, thou waiteſt at the Gates of Wil: 
; dom, and hearken'ſt to her Voice, thou 
ſoon ſhalt find, not only that ber Ways 


are Ways of pleaſantneſs, but alſo that 


all her Paths are Peace. 


A PRAYER. 


0 $ T Gr ations and Merciful Es 
ther, who art the God of all Con- 


T5 ſolation and comfort, in whoſe e Freſe ence there 


11 Fulneſs of Toy, and at whoſe right Hand 


there are Pleaſures for evermore ; be pleagd 


to book down in Mercy upon me a wretched 


and miſerable Sinner, who hade been jo long 


ſeeking that Pleaſure and Satis faction in the 
Creature, which is alone to be found in 7 


YI WY; 


tn) : 
| Self; ; and grant that my Mind and A fecti- 
ons being taken off from all Carnal De- 
lights, and fix'd upon thy Self, I may hence- 
forth lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin 
that doth ſo eaſily beſet me, and may run 
with Patience the Race that thou haſt jet be- 
fore me. And ſence 1 find in thy Word, that 
it is the Chara-ter of ſome in the laſt "Day, 5 
That they ſhall be Lowers of Pleaſures more 
than Lowers of God ; make me, I humbly 
beſeech thee, in the Number 8 of thoſe that 
 bawerather choſe to f. ſuffer . Aſjuction with the 
| People of God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures > 
of Sin for a Seaſon : Like Moſes, efteem- 
ing the Reproaches of Chriſt to be far more 
eligible than the Fleaſures of Egypt. Grant 
this, O Lord, for J7eſus Chriſt bis Sake, thy 


5 * Son, and my alone Saviour ; who 


has further caught me to pray, ſaying, Our 
| * Oc. N 


Fae 


oe 
| DEC lO Cee eee 
Meditation IV. 

of the Nature and Canſes of Actions. 


Torwichſtanding what has been 
5 ſaid in the three former Medita- 
tions of the Uncertainty and Emptineſs 
of Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures, and 

what little Cauſe we have to be e 


| at the Loſs of them; yet ſince the beſt of ” 


Men are apt to look upon the Loſs of thoſe 
things as Afflictions; and are more for— 
ward to bemoan themſelves under them, 
thna to enquire into their Caules ; and 
| ſince the finding out of their Cauſes, is 
the beſt way to remove their Effects, hu 
will now enquire into the Nature and 
Cauſes of Afflictions, and therein what 
were the Sins that procur'd thoſe Cala- 
mities under which our Royal Maſter and 
his Family has ſo long Caf rd. 
 _ AFFLICTIONS are always Evils 
in themſelves, and in their own Nature; 
tho” through the over-ruling Providence 
D 4 of 
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of Almighty God, they are often turn'd. 


to the great Advantage of thoſe that ſut- 
fer *em. So the Author to the Hebrews 
tells us, No chaſtening for the Preſeni is 


joyous, but grievous ; nevertheleſs, after- 


wards it Vieldeth the peaceable fruits of 


righteouſneſs to them that are exerciſed 


thereby, Heb. xii. 11. And this was the 
Experience of the Royal Prophet, Before 
I was afflicied, I went aftray ; but now, 


ſays he, have I kept thy Mord. And in 


another place he tells us, "+ is good for me, 


that ] have been affiified.. And yet cheſs 
Afflictions were grievous to him to bear, 
for he cries out, They made him go mourn- 
ing all the day long. But thele Suffer- 
ings are never brought upon a People, 
or a Family, without a Cauſe; for G 
does not afflict willingly, nor eriove the chil- 
dren of Men ; and St. Peter tells us expreſs- 


ly, that it is 0 without need be, that we 


are in heavineſg-— And it is as fare that 


din is always the Cauſe of ſuffering. And 


therefore the Fſalmiſt ſays, When thou 


with rebukes doeft correct man for iniquity, 


thou mobeſt his beauty to conſume as the 


moth. 


. 
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moth. And the Prophet Jeremiah asks, 


W herefore does a living man complain, a 


man for the puniſhment of his ſins? 80 
| that nothing can be more clear, than that 
Sin is the Cauſe of Affliction. Which be- 
ing laid down as an undoubted Truth, 
it remains that we enquire what thoſe 
Sins are, which are moſt likely to bring | 
_ down National Judgments; ; and then to 
examine whether we have not been guilty 
of thoſe Sins ; that ſo we may thereby 
come to e wherefore it is that God 
contendeth with us; and knowing that, 
that we may repent of our Iniquities, and 
| return unto him againſt whom we have 
ſinncd, that he may return unto us with 
Mercy and with Loving-kindneſs. 
1. THE Sin of prophane Swearing 
and Curſing, is that which brings God's 
Judgments on a Nation. Hens the: Pro- 
phet tells us, that becauſe cf Swearing the 
land mourns: And this Sin is expreſsly 


forbidden by the Third Commandment, 


which enjoins us zot to take the Nane „ 


the Lord our God in vain; and threatens, 
that God will not bold him guiltleſe that 


does 


(585 
does ſo. Whereby i is implied, That GOD | 
will charge the Guilt and Violation of his 
holy Law upon ſuch a one; the taking 
. Name in vain being a prophaning of 


Whereas we are commanded to fear 


1 this great and dreadful Name, The 
LORD our GOD. And this prophanc OD 


Swearing is alſo forbidden in the New _ 
Teſtament, our Bleſſed Saviour ſtrictly 
enjoining us not to ſwear at all, Mat. v.34. 
And this St. James preſſes farther, ſay- 
ing, Above all things, my brethren, "ſwear 
not, Jam. v. 12. Not that hereby we are 

forbidden to teſtify the Truth of a Mat- 

ter upon Oath before a Magiſtrate, as 
2 dream; for in this caſe St. Paul tells 
us, That FD _ oath for confirmation is an 


pre of all firife, Heb. vi. 16. The Intent 


therefore is, That we abſtain from all 
prophane Swearing, which is a taking of 


God's Name in vain, and a procuring 
Cauſe of his Judgments upon a People 

and Nation ; of which there wants not 

Plenty of Examples, both Sacred and Pro- 
phane, were it needful to inſert 'em. 


BUT that which more concerns us, is, 
'To 


"Ow 


To cnquire whether we are not gric- 
vouſly guilty hereof our ſelves, and ſo 


are juſtly made an Example to others? 


And in this caſe, I muſt ſay, our Guilt is 


too evident to be deny'd ; for we declare 


our Sin as Sodom, and hide it not: Our 
Tongues being oftner usd in imprecating 
Divine Vengeance, even Damnation it 
ſelf, upon our Souls, than in imploring 


the Pardon of our Sins: How many are 


there that pretend Love and Loyalty to 


our King, yet will ſhew it no other way, 


but by drinking his Health, till they have 


loſt their own; and by cheir horrid exe- 


crable Oaths, defying of the Majeſty of 


Heaven? Alas! What can be expected 
from thoſe Men, that are every hour bid- 


ding Defiance to the Almighty, and da- 
ring God to damn th: m? With what 
face can they pretend to love their King, 
that thus affront their Maker? Who ever 
thus harden'd himſelf againſt God and 
proſper'd? It was theſe Fighters againſt 
Heaven, that brought the Royal Martyr : 
to the Block : and were more guilty of 
his Dcath, than the E that con- 


demn d 
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demn'd him, or the villanous Fxecuti- 
_ oncr that ſever'd his Royal Head from 
his Sacred body. And it is ſuch as theſe 
that have turn'd our Royal Maſter out of 


his Throne, and forc'd him to Abdicate 


(as ſome will have it) his Crown and 
Kingdoms. For when GOD was thus en- 
gag d againſt him, by the reiterated Blaſ- 


phemous Imprecations of his pretended 


Followers, how cou'd he hope to ſtand? 
For ſhame, therefore, Gentlemen, let us 


either lay aſide our Pretences of Loyalty 


to the King, or ceaſe to offend GOD 

as we do every Day, by belching forth 
ſuch Vollies of loud Oaths and Blaſphe- 
mies againſt him. For had we but as fre- 


quently employ'd our Tongues in pray- 


ing for him, as we have done in cur- 


ſing of our ſaves. and in blaſpheming 


God, we might have long ſince hop'd a 


e Iſſue. If therefore we wou'd ſhew 


our ſelves good Subjects to the King, let 
us approve our Hcarts to God as good 
Chriſtians, which we cannot do but by 
walking in his Ways, and keeping of his 
Laws. We have ſcen the fatal Effects of 


Curling 


3 


Curſing and Swearing, let us now ſteer 


a contrary Courſe, and betake our ſelves 


to Prayers and Tears, the Churches only 


Weapons in ſuffering Times. Of _ = 


I shall ſay more at the Concluſi ion. 
But, 


ther crying Sin that brings down God's 
Judgments upon a Nation. This Sin is di- 


rectly againſt the Seventh Commandment, 
which forbids us to commit Adultery ; : and 
however the Fools of this Age, I mean 
ſuch as make a Mock at Sin, have ſtil'd it 
but a Trick of Youth, and that the R- 
man Church calls it bat a Venial Sin; yet 


we have a more ſure Word of Prophecy, 


even the holy Scriptures, which tells us, 
That for theſe things the wrath of Gid | 


comes upon the children of diſobedience, 


And well it may, ſince the Author to the 


Hebrews aſſures, That (how flight ſocver 


Others make of it, yet) Whoremongers and 


Adulterers God RE) judge.. And that this 


Sin brings down Judgments on a Nation, 


the Prophet Jeremiah informs us, Fer. v. 


7⁵ 8, 9. I hen thee fre thew to the 
full, 


3 Whoredom and Adultery is ano- 


— — -_ = a 
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full, then they committed adultery, and aſ- 
ſembled themſelves by troops in the harlots 
| houſes : They were as fed horſes in the 


morning; every one neighed after his 


neighbour's wife, This was their Sin; and 

what the Effect of it was, the next Verſe 

 ſhews us; Shall I not viſit f for theſe things, 

- ſaith the Lord ? And ſhall not my ſoul be 

avenged on ſuch a nation as this? This 
ſufficiently expreſſes God's Anger againſt 


it, eſpecially when it is grown common. 


IT now concerns us therefore to ex- 
amine our ſelves, and ſce whether this 


alſo be not regiftred! in that black Cata- 
g logue of Sins which we are guilty ot!” 
And Jam much afraid that there is but 

few of us that can ſay in this reſpect, my 
Heart is clean : For the Footſteps of this 
Sin are but too plainly to be trac'd among 
us. And therefore all of us have rea- 
ſon to humble our Souls before God, 
and to fay, O Lord, to us belongs confu- 


fron of face, to our Kings, to our Princes, 
and to our Nobles, (as well as to the Com- 


mons) becauſe we have ſi inned againſt thee. 
For my part, I know not what unaccoun- 


table 
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table Liberty ſome Men give themſelves 


in this Matter; as if thoſe in high Places 
had a Toleration, or a Licenſe to fin: 


Bur 1 am ſure God' s Word allows none; 
no, not to the greateſt of Men. The 
Law of God is, Thou ſhalt not commit 
Adultery ; and 1 know of no Exception. 
Of this Sin, when King David himſelf 
was found gullty, though he bad an II- 


luſtrious Pardon ſent him from Heaven, 


Thon ſhalt not dye; yet it did not exempt 
him from Temporal Judgments, for the 
Prophet Nathan told him plainly, The 
ſword ſhon never depart from his houſe, 
becauſe he had deſpiſed God, in taking the 
wife of Uriah- - - Therefare let all that 
are concerned herein (how great ſoever 
they be) humble their Souls under the 
mighty Hand of God, and turn from the 
Evil of their Doings, that God may be 
thereby reconciled unto us, and have 
Mercy upon us. For this! is a Sin that if 
not repented of, will keep good things 
from us, and ke a Separation between 
us and our God. And ſuch have the 
more reaſon to do this, becauſe their Ex- 


ample 
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ample may have corrupted many; for, 
| Regis ad Exemplum totus componitur Orbis. 

And indeed this Sin has ſpread fo exceed- 

ingly upon that account, that 1 am per- 

| ſuaded it has been none of the leaſt 
* God's heavy Diſpleaſure againſt 


Yet will ems in the leaſt juſtify 


hw. of a lower degree, who ſhall fol- 
low ſo ill an Example; for by them pork 
holy Law is violated, and himſelf pro- 
voked by their Filthineſs, and 8 
thereby made the Cauſe of bringing down 
the Judgments of God both upon King 
and People; ſuch have therefore great 
Reaſon Prihrieh to break off their Sins 
by Righteouſneſs, and turn from the Evil 
of their Ways; that the Lord may par- 
don their Sins, ad heal our Land. 


3 Cruelty nid: Blood ſhed is a great and 
crying Sin, which defiles the Land, and 


brings down Judgments from Heaven 
upon it; Nay, it cauſes the Divine Ma- 
zeſty to ſhut out our very Prayers, ſo that 
5 C will not hear us. The Prophet Iſaiah 
gives us a full Account of this, in the firſt 


8 Chapter of his Prophecy, 1 in che 7th Verſe 


4 he 
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he gives an Acbount of God's Judgments 


on "the Iſraelites, not altogether unlike 


what has befallen us; for, ſays he, Tour 
country is deſolate, your cities ate burnt 


with fire ; your land, frangers devour it in 


Jour preſence, and it is deſolate, 4 overs 
thrown by ſtrangers. And in the 15th 


Verſe, GOD tells them, When ye ſpread 
forth Jour hands, I will hide mine eyes 


from ou; and when you make many prayers, 
Twill not hear. Would you know now 
what it is that has provok'd the Al- 
mighty againſt them? He alligns this as 
the Reaſon of all, in the latter End of the 
15th Verſe, 1 bands are full of blood. 


This is allo farther evident from the Ex- 
ample of King Saul, who was a bloody 


Man, not only in commanding the Prieſts 
of the Lord, even Fourlcore and five Per- 


fons that wore a linnen Ephod, to be 
flain ; but alſo Ks he ſought to ſlay 


the Giltenites, under a pretence of Zeal 


to the Children of Iſrael and Judah, 


2 Sam. xxi. 2. But theſe things brought 
down publick Judgments upon the Land 


ſeveral Tears after; for when in the Reign 
E. of 
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of David there was a Famine in the Land 


for three Years, and David enquired of 
the Lord to know the Caule thereof, he 
was anſwered, It is for Saul, and for his 
bloody houſe ; and nothing cou'd appeale 


God's Anger, till ſeven of Saul's Sons were 


hang'd on that account: So loud is the 
Cry of innocent Blood againſt the Shed- 


ders thereof. 
LE I us now enquire, how far we are 


concern'd in the Guilt of this Sin alſo: 
And ſhow'd we go about to clear our ſelves 


herein, the very Gates of the great City 


of the Kingdom wou'd cry out againſt 


us; and all the Veſt of England would 


teſtify the contrary to us. I am well aſ- 


fined. that our Royal Maſter is not a 


Prince that does delight in Blood, and I 


wiſh with all my heart, that I could lay 


as much for all his Servants.” But alas! 
How many are there, that under a pre- 


rence of Zeal for the King s Service, have 


executed their own private Revenge, and 


thereby exceedingly diflerv'd the King, on 
whom the Odium always lay. We all 
know there was a Rebellion in the Veſt 

of 


| 
| 
; 
; 
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of Ea gland, and there is no queſtion but 
Jaſtice requir'd ſome Examples ſhou'd be 
made: But had the King's Miniſters (to 


whom he entirely left it) made as much 


uſe of Mercy as they did of Juſtice, I am 
ſure they wou'd have done the King more 
Service; and I have reaſon to be of this 
Opinion, ſince Solomon tells us, (who had 
alſo a Rebellion broke forth at the Be- 
ginning of his Reign, againſt him) That 
the King's Throne is eſtabliſhed by Mercy. 
But I will ſay no more of that, becauſe 
thoſe who were the chief lnfiraments 
therein, have long ſince given an Account 
of their Adtions before a higher Tribu- 
nal, where they have receiv'd the juſt Re- 
compence of their Reward. And if there 


be any of us yet alive that have been con- 
cern'd in ſhedding of 1 innocent Blood, or 


that have purſu*d our own Revenge un- 
der a Shew either of Loyalty or Juſtice, 
they have great Reaſon to acknowledge 
their Sin, and to humble their Souls bes 
fore God, and take ſhame to themſelves, 
as having, to the utmoſt of their power, 


therein brought down the e Judgments of 
ET — God 
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God both upon our King and on his peo- 
ple. As to my ſelf, 1 can appeal to the 


Searcher of Hearts, that I was grieved to 


ſee that Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, and 
wou'd have prevented it, had it lain in 
my Power; and as! had an Opportunity, 


1 ſhew'd Mercy ; ; and where I cou'd not, 


I bave not been wanting to pray, that the 


Guilt of that Blood might not fall upon 


the King, nor on his Royal Iſſue. For 
even then my fore· boding Soul had great 


Apptchenſions that | it wou'd cry loud for 
Vengeance. | 


BUI in the n place, Oppreſſ aon 


and Injuſtice is another crying Sin that 
brings down Judgments on a Nation. 


To this the Word of GOD abundantly 


bears Witneſs. Hence it is that God ſo 


often complains, That they judge not the 


fatherleſs, neither doth the cauſe of the wi- 


dow come unto them ; but every one loveih 
gifts, and followeth after rewards ; and 
that he looked for judgment, but bebold 


oppreſſe z0n ; for righteonſneſo, but behold a 


cry. And therefore the Prophet Iſaiab 


exhorts them i they expect Mercy, to 


ſeek 
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ſeek juclgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge 

5. Fatherlſe and plead the cauſe of the 
widow ; threatning that if they 175 ; 
they ſhud be devour d with the ſword 3 
for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
And in another place the Prophet com- 
plains, That judgment is turned away backs 
ward, and Juſtice ſtandeth afar off; for 


wah 1 fallen in the ſtreet, and equity 


cannot enter + And for this God threatens 


that the whole land ſhall be deſolate ; and 
that the earth ſhall mourn, and the hea- 
dens above ſhall be black. "Theſe things 
| ſufficiently declare the dreadful Conle- 
quences and Effects of Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion ; and chat it brings down Nati. 
on Judgments. | 
LE us now enquire, how far we are 
concern'd in the Guilr of this Sin. And 
I am afraid that neither in this ſhall we 
be able to acquit our ſelves ; for tho? I 
 wou'd not be thought to charge my Royal 
Maſter in this matter, yet IT am very ſure 
that thoſe through whoſe Hands the Ad- 
miniſtration of Affairs then paſſed, made 
ſo on falle ops, kc they can bY na 
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means bs amen of Injuſtice, ; as well as 
great Imprudence: And this I am the 
| bolder to ſay, becauſe it was for their 
Miſmanagement, that the King now ſuf⸗ 
fers. And that this may the better ap- 
Pear, 1 will deſcend to a few Particulars. 
TO tay nothing of turning the Weſt 
into a Slaughter-houſe, and making ſuch. 
Shambles of the Roads and Highways 
there; exerciſing this Cruelty upon many 
that the whole Country knew were al- 
| together innocent of that for which they 
ſuffe rd, which was the ready way to bring 
an Odinm upon the King, by making the 
People belicye that he was as Inexorable 
as his Miniſters: I ſay, to paſs by this, 
having before ſaid ſomething of it, it was 
undoubtedly a great Piece of In juſtice to 
ſet up a New Court for the Management 
of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, contrary to the 
expreſs Laws of the Land; whereby the 
Church and Clergy of Eagleud were ſub- 
jected to the Wills 1 ſome Men that were 
Enemies to both; who made the King's 
Authority a Scalking-borſe to their own 
private! Malice and Revenge, and thereby 


Puf ; 
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” put many Fears into the Hearts of thoſe 
that were the King's beſt Friends, who | 


| cou'd not but foreſee the fatal Tendency 


1 of ſuch Proceedings. 


1T was likewiſe a great Piece of I 
juſtice to ſuſpend the Right Reverend the 
Biſhop of London from the Exerciſe of his 
Paſtoral Charge, for that which in it (elf 
was no Offence ; the ſaid Biſhop having 
acted (at leaſt in that Affair) with all that 
Caution and Prudence which the Duty 
of his Place requir'd. Which beſides the 
Injuſtice and Oppreffion of it, was a great 
Diſſervice to the King, in qiſquieting the 


Minds of his good Subjects, who began 


to grow doubtful whereto ſuch things 
might tend; and many of 'em (as the 
Event too ſadly ſnew'd) began to enter- 


tain ſuch Thoughts of his Majeſty, as was _ 


inconſiſtent with their Duty ; and might a 
have forewarn'd the Authors of chole ir- 
regular Actings, that that which was their 


din, wou'd quickly be their Puniſhment, 
THE Declaration for Liberty of Con- 


ſcience, (tho? it might indeed ſhew the 


King's Lenity to Diſſenters) was certainly 
a falle Step in the Adviſers, both as it 


„ Put ? 
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put too great a Power into the Diſſen- 
ters Hands, who had been lately ſo fe- 
verely proſecuted ; as alſo becauſe it was 
expreſsly againſt Law: For tho the Diſs 
ſenters might have been conniv'd at in 
their different Way of Worſhip (which 
wou'd have ſatisfy d them, and have been 
{erviceable to the Government, in ma- 
king them caſy, and ſo keeping them 
quiet; yet to make em capable of hold- 
ing Offices in Corporations, and ſetting 
em upon an equal Foot with the Church 
of England (or rather above it) was too 
bold a Stroke at once; and made the Peo- 
ple too much inclin'd to think it was de. 
tign'd to ſerve another Intereſt, rather 
than that of Proteſtant Diſſenters. And 
tho? in this I am verily perſuaded of the 
King's Sincerity and Uprightneſs, I can- 
not be ſo of ſome that were very near 
him, and to whom he cou'd ſcarce deny - 


any thing. Tt 

THERE was alſo another falſe Step 
in the putting out of this Declaration, 
and which was a great Piece both of In- 


tice and Oppreſtion, and that was, 


the 


try 


the enjoyning it to be ſent to the Bi- 
| ſhops of every See, to be by them 
ordered to be read 'by their reſpective 
Miniſters in each Dioceſe. Why ſhould 
the Biſhops be deny'd Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, when it was granted to Diſſen- 
ters? And why could not the Diſſenters 
enjoy the Liberty of their Conſciences 
without the Biſhops being enjoyn'd to 
read the Declaration, which they knew 
to be contrary to the Law, and therefore 
illegal? Not that the Biſhops were againſt 
Indulgence to Diſſenters, when it ſhould 
be propos'd in Parliament, bur they then 


ſaw there was latet in Anguis, 'a Snake in 


the Graſs, which many were not aware 
of. And that the Biſhops ſhou'd be im- 
priſon'd in the Tower, for refuſing to 
do that which was againſt their Conſci- 
ences, was certainly a very falſe Step in 


de Adviſers, beſides a great piece of In- 


juſtice: "And Jam very ſorry that the 
xy Conſequence thereof was no more 
perceiy'd by the King and his Miniſters. 

I have however, this Conſolation in my 
{cl 5 That what 1 acted at chat time, was 


Out 


6 
out of Duty both to God and the King; 
and that IJ am no way to be charg d with 
what afterwards follow'd thereupon ; and 


if I was at all miſtaken, or ated beyond _ 
what I ought to have done, I humbly | 
beg Pardon both of God and the King; 
being well aſſur d in my own Integrity, 
and that it was without any evil Deſign. 
1 did indeed ſoon perceive of what ill 

Conſequenee it would be to his Majeſty, 


and what Improvement his Enemies 


wou'd make of it ; but it was not in my 
Power to help it. 
IHE violent Procendings 3 the 
Preſident and Fellows of Magdalen Col. 
lege in Oxford, was alſo very unjuſt and 
oppreſſive, and a very falſe Step, both in 
the Adviſers and Actors: And what I 
cannot remember, when I conſider what 
Effect it had upon the People, without 
great Compaſſion to his Majeſty ; who | 
by the violent Paſſions of ſome hot and 
fiery Spirits was precipitated into ſuch fa- 
tal Counſels ; where all the Profit would 
redound to others. but all the Odium reſt 
upon the King. As to the Fellows, I muſt 
OWN 
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| own they did but their Duty, and they 


could not chuſe otherways than accord- 


ing to the Statutes of the College. And 
indeed to compel them to do it, was both 
againſt Law, and againſt the king Decla- 
ration for Liberty of Conſcience, which 
ſurely extended to them as well as to 
others, they having the ſame Plea, 
IT is not without Cauſe that I have 
” ſo largely inſiſted on theſe ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces of Injuſtice and Oppreſlion : For theſe 


1 things carry'd the evident Tokens of Di- 


vine Diſpleaſure along with em, and 


were afterwards made the chief Motives 


for introducing the late Revolution: 
Which tho? it was too wide a Stretch, and 
very unreaſonably urg'd ſo far, (for 2 
Chimney that ſmoaks may be mended, 5 
without any Danger of the Houſe being . 
pull'd down) yet was it ſuch a Rebuke 
to the Authors of thoſe precipitate Coun- 
ſels, that (as I ſaid before) they might 
eaſily ſee their Sin in their Puniſhment ; 
nor ſhould I have at all mourn'd hate 


Fate, had they not involv'd my Royal : 


Maſi r in the fame Ruin with them. 
Aeon 
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. UPON a ſerious Reflection on the 
 forwmentioned: Sins, and our own guilt 
7 therein, we may plainly diſcern that it 

is not without very great Cauſe, that it 


has pleas d God to bring theſe Afflitions 


upon us: And that we have reaſon to 
join in that Confeſſion of the Church in 


the Lamentations, The Lord is righteous, 
for we :hawe rebelled againſt his command 


ments: Thou haſt made us as the off-ſcou- 


ring and refuſe in the midſt of the Feople : 


For we have tranſgreſſed and rebelled, and 
thou haſt not pardoned ; but haf covered 
us with anger, and perſecuted us ; yea, thou 
baſt covered thy ſelf with a chud, that our 
prayer ſhould not paſs through. 'The Lord 
hath accompliſhed his fury, he hath poured 
upon us bis fierce anger, for the fins of her 


propemte, and the iniquity of her prieſts. 
WHAT then remains, but that knows 


Ing the Cauſe of our Afflictions, we en- 


deavour to remove them, by humbling 


dur ſelves under the mighty Hand of God, 


and by ſearching and trying our Ways, 


and turning again to the Lord: For the 
Lord will not caſt off for er ever, but if we 


repent 


FF : 
— 3-4 : 


. 

repent of our Sins, and turn unfeignedly 
to him, ths" he cauſe grief, yet he will have 
compa ſion, according to the multitude of 
bis mercies ; for he doth not afflict willingly, 
nor grieve thi children of men; to turn 


aſide the right of a man before the face of 


F the moſt High, to ſubvert a man in bis 


cauſe, the Lord approveth not. Let us 

therefore in good Farneſt ſet about this 
Work of Repentance and Reformation; 
for were we once but a Reformed Paw 
ple, we ſhould ſoon be a happy People: 
Our Loſſes would ſoon be made up, and 
firangers ſhould no more rule over us, But 


whilſt we are going on in our old Sins, 


we muſt ſtill expect that GOD will fol- 
low us with his Judgments until we be 


| conſumed. For if we do wickedly, 3 we ſhall 1 


be deſtroyed, both we and our Ning. 
NEITHER let our Hearts fret 
againſt the Lord, but ſubmit to his Will; 
for *tis he that hath done it, and tis nr 
Duty to be patient under it, and wait his 
Time for our Deliverance : "To go about 
to deliver our felves, is but to make our 
Bonds the ſtronger, and to entangle our 
lelves 


1 
ſelves more: . Our ſtrength i is to ſt f fill, 5 
to wait for the Salvation of God: 
vrhen he works, there's none can 15 K It; 
and till he does ariſe and work, all we 
can do will be in vain. And this many 
have found to their Coſt. Let us learn to 
be Wiſe, by other Mens Harms. There are 
many devices in the heart of man, but the 
counſel of the Lord that ſhall ſt Lad: And 
| whoever goes about to reſiſt it, will find 
himſelf ſadly deceived. I will always 
maintain my Loyalty to the King, and 
quietly ſubmit to the Power that protects 
me. That ſo I may keep 4 conſcience void 
of offence both towards God and towards | 
man. And it is the Grief of my Heart to 
{ce any otherwiſe minded: For if we 
muſt not ſpeak wickedly for God, nor talk 
deceitfully for him, much leſs muſt we act 
wickedly for him. And yet I would be 
found doing too; I mean, I would be 
found in the daily Exerciſe of Faith and 
Repentance, and endeavour to get a bro- 
ken and contrite Heart for my paſt Sins; 
becauſe God has aſſur'd me, that hh 
ſuch ſacrifices he is well pleaſed, _ 
8 The 
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The Souls Expoſtlaton, 


” Y ND now, O my Soul, conſider with | 


I ; | thy ſelf, 2 *c in be ohe procuring 5 
Cauſe of all thy Troubles, haſt thou not 


„ce Reaſon to be troubled for thy Sins, f 


than for thy Sufferings ! Afflictions may 
make thee better, but Sin always makes 
thee worſe. It may be neceſſary ſome- 
times to chuſe Sor OW, but it never can be 
ſo to chuſe Sin. Tis God alone is that 
Wiſe Alchymiſt that can extract Good 
from Evil; and make even the Sins of his 
People turn to his Glory: Thus through 
the working of God's Grace, thy Pride 
may tend to humble thee, and a due ſenſe 


of thy Paſſion may produce Patience. But 
this is alone the Effect of God's Grace. 


for the Nature of Sin is only Evil. What . 
reaſon then, O my Soul, haſt thou to 
bleſs God, who has made thy Outward 

Loſſes prove thy Inward Gain; by raking 
thee off from the Purfuit of Sin, and 


training thee up in the School of Aﬀi- 


ction! Sure, O my Soul, it concerns thee 


to 
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to ſee what good Leſſons thou haſt Jearn' d 
there; for if thou art not the Better forꝰ t, 
thou wilt certainly be the worſe: Affli. 
Ction is a Furnace, and if thou comeſt not 
forth purified like Gold, thy droſs will 
appear the more, But if thou canſt fay 
with David, It has been good for me that 
I bawe been affiiied, thou haſt great canſe 
to bleſs God for it. If theſe Trials have 
done thee good, what haſt thou to com- 
plain of? And if by the Light of Aflli- 
_ Gon thou haſt ſeen the greatneſs of thy 
Sin, and that fight of Sin has hunibled 


thee, and brought thee to Repentance, 


thou art hereby become a greater Gainer, 


than all the outward Proſperity in the 


World could inake thee : For there is no 
Compariſon between Temporal Lofles, 
and Spiritual Gains: For all the things 
that are ſeen, are but temporal ; but the 
things that are not ſeen, are e How 
bleſled a thing is it, O my Soul, to be af- 
flicted! Seeing theſe light affliclions that 


are but for 4 moment, work out for thee 4 


far more exceeding apd eternal weight of 


glory Ibis, O my Soul, is enough not 
only 


(%) 


only to make them rejoyce, but even 


plory in Tribulations, ſince they have ſo 


bleſſed an Effect. See then, O my Soul, 


that thy Tribulation wor eth Patience, alt 


Patience Experience, and Experience Hope, | 
eden that Hope which maketh not aſhamed ; b 
and ſo ſhalt thou have en in thy 5 
ſelf, and not in another. 5 


* PRAYER, 


O 6 and merciful land God, who 1 


madeſt all things for thy own Glory, 


and canſt Pede all Events ſo, as to © 


3 bring ch to thy Name, and Good to thy 
Feople, out of the darkeſt of thy Diſpenſas ; 
tions towards them; Grant, I beſeech thee, 

that theſe Aﬀfidlions with which thou baſt 8 
been pleaſed to exerciſe me, may by thy gracious 
Ordination bring forth the peaceable Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs unto me; that I may be 
enabled to ſay, It is good for me that 1 


| have been afflicied. And ſuffer me not, O 
Lord, either to deſpiſe thy chaſtening, by 


going on in thoſe Ways of Sin and Rebellion 


againſt thee, —— have brought thy Juclg- 
= F _ 


ments * 
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ments down upon this Nation; nor to defer 
my Repentance for thoſe Indenities which 1 
bave been guilty of: And ſince thou haſt 
declared in thy Word, That he which hi- 
 deth bis Sins belt not proſper, but that thoſe. 
who confeſs *em and forſake *em ſhall find 
Mercy; Help me, I humbly beſeech thee, 
with all thy People, to aa our Confeſſion 
wntothee, and to acknowledge that we have 
ſinned, and bave committed Iniquity, and 
have rebelled, by departing from thy Pre» 
_ Cepts and thy Judgments ; ; neither have we 
bear ken d to thy Servants, the Miniſters, 
which ſpoke in thy Name to our Kings, our 
Princes, and our Fathers, and to all the 
Feople of the Land : And therefore, O Lord, | 
Righteouſneſs belongs unto thee, but unto us 
Confuſion of Face, as at this Day, to our 
Hing, our Princes, and our Judges, becauſe 
we have ſinned again ft thee ; And hade ad- 
ded this Evil unto all the reſt, that yet we 
hade not made our Prayer before the Lord 
our God, that we might turn from our Ini- 
 quities, and underſtand thy Truth. O Lord 
our God, we pray thee hear, incline thine 


Ear, and open thine Eyes, aud behold our 


low 
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lom Eſtate: For we do not preſent theſe our 

Supplications before thee for our Righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, but fot thy great Mercies, thro 
Feſus Chriſt, our Lord and _ Saviour, 
Our Father, Os. 


"Meditation v. 


of the _ and Advantage of Midi ” 


E have in the former Meditati- 
on enquir'd into the Nature 


of Alfi dtions, they are Evils in themſelves, = 


not joyous but grievous ; and into the 


| Cauſes of them, which generally is Sin; 
and what ſome of thoſe Sins are, we have 

alſo examin'd, and found our ſelves to 
be concern'd in them ; which calls for 


our hearty Sorrow and Repentance. But 


as a wiſe Phyfician will ſo temper Poi- 
fon, as not only to allay its Venom, but 


turn it into an Antidote; fo does the 


great Phyſician of our Souls do with Af. 
flictions; making them work together 
fer our Good, and bring forth for us the 


_ peace- 


"Ts 
peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs. And 
here 1 will a little meditate upon the 
Reaſons why it pleaſes God to affſict his 
Children, and what the Benefits are that 
we rcap thereby. 
1. Becauſe we might ſhew our Con- 
formity to our Bleſſed Redeemer, who 


: firſt firs, and then entred into bis 


Glory In like manner we are told, that 


f we fi ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign 


with him: And the greater Tryals we 


_ endure here, the brighter will our Crown 
of Glory ſhine hereafter. The Author to 
the Hebrews, having given a large Account 
of the Suff. rings of the People of God 
in former Ages, and of their not accepting 
Deliverance, gives this as the Reaſon, that 
they expected a better Reſurrection. Agree- 
able to which, our Lord tells us, That 
tho ſe that are perſecuted here for Righteouſe 
neſs ſake, are bleſſed, becauſe theirs is the 
* kingdom of heaven: And ſeeing the cap- 
tain of our ſalvation was made perfect 
through ſufferings, why ſhould it not alſo 
be the {ame with his Followers? 
2. Another Reaſon why i it pleaſes God 
to 


1 
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to exerciſc us here with Afflictions, is, 
That our Hearts might be drawn off from 
the Love of the World, which is an Ene- 
my to God. The inordinate Love of the 

World, makes the Soul uncapable of the 
Love of God ; for St. John tells us ex- 
preſsly, That if. any man love the world, 
the owe of the Father is not in him. How 


much better is it then to have the Hatred 
of the World, and to have God our 


Friend, than to have the World our 
Friend; and God our Fnemy ? And ſure 
we have no reaſon to complain of Affli- 


= ctions, ſince St. Paul tells us, Ve are cha- 


flened. of the Lord, that we might not be 

condemned with the World. God 15 plea- 
{ed to imbirter the World to us by Af 
flictions, as a tender Mother does her 
Teat, when ſhe wou '4 wean her Child 
from the Brea't ; the rubs her Nipple with = 
Aloes or Wonen which the Child 
taſting, will take the Real no more: So 


when the World wou'd intice us to _ 


Love thereof, by its Delights and Plea» 
ſures, our e Father ſends us Tri- 
bulations and Afflictions to take our Hearts 
1 e 
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Hom the Love of preſent things; which 
could we have quietly enjoy'd, we ſhould 
| havh been for building Tabernacles here. 
Could the Prodigal Son have fill'd his 
Belly with Husks, he would never have 
thought of returning to his Father; but 
Want and Afffiction brought him from | 
the Swine, with whom he would have 
: ſtaid, could he have got his Belly full. 
3. Another Benefit we receive by Af. 
fliion | is, That we are thereby cured of 
our Soul Piſeaſes; and that too, of ſuch 
as are otherwiſe almoſt incurable. Ho- 
nours, Riches, and a proſperous Condi- 
tion in the World, caule us too often 
to contract thoſe fi oful Habits which we 
never come to refle& upon, much leſs to 
repent of, until Affſiction makes us: 
Therefore 1 it is that Solomon tells us, The | 
rod and reproof | give wiſdom. The Sto- 
ry of Joſeph's Brethren is remarkable; 
they had ſold their Brother to the Iſbmacs 
litiſh Merchants, and made their Father 
believe he was torn in pieces of wild 
Beaſts, and then thonght all was well; and 
were not at all troubled that they had 
. „„ 
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ſold kbeit Brother, and decey d their Far 5 


ther: But afterwards when they went down 


to Egypt, and were there put in Ward, 
and charged as being Spies, this AMiRi- 


on brings to their remembrance their 


former Uſage of their Brother Joſeph, and 
von they cry out, We are verily guily 


concerning our l We c ſaw the angitiſh 
of his ſoul, when he beſought as, and we 


would not hear; 3 therefore is this diſtreſs 
come upon us. Had it not been for that 
Afffiction, in all probability they had ne- 
ver repented of their Cruelty to Joſeph. 


One likeneth Afflictions to the Rod of 
Moſes ; for as the ſtriking that upon the 


| Rock brought forth Water, ſo the Rod 
of Affliction often malle ſtony- heart: 


ed Sinners, and makes the Waters of 
Repentance to guſh out. Another com- 


pares it to a File, for as that cleanſes the 


Iron from its Ruſt, and makes it bright; 


fo Affliction files off that Ruſt of Sin, 
which worldly Proſperity has contracted, 


and makes our Graces ſhine more bright 
and glorious. The Scripture likewiſe 
compares it to a Furnace wherein Gold is 


— 


F 1 tried, 


* 
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tried, and purged from all its Filth and 
Droſs, and brought to the greateſt degree 
of perfection. It may alſo well be compa» 
red to a Purging Potion; for as that dri- 
veth the corrupt and ill Humour out of 
a diſcaſcd Body, ſo Afffictions drive 
cvil Paſſions and corrupt Deſires and Af 

fections out of the Soul; ſuch as Pride, 
Wan ier Sloth, Niceneſs, Luſt, Glut- 
tony, Drunkenneſs, and many more. 
And Elibu ſpeaking to Job of the Affli - 
ctions with which God uſes to exerciſe 
his People, tells him, It is hat he may 
withdraw man from bs purpoſe, and hide 
pride from him, He docs indecd, ſays Eli- 
hu, chaſten him with pains upon his bed, 
and the multitude of his bones with ftrong | 
pain; ſo that his life abborreth bread, and 
his ſoul dainty meat; yea, bis ſoul draweth 4. 
near to the grave, and his life to the 
 geftroyers: Lo theſe things, ſays he, 

worketh God oftentimes 3 man. But 
wow'd you know to what End? 'Tis to 
: bring back bis ſoul from the pit, to be en- 
 liohined with the light of the living. 


\.nother Benefit of Aflliction is, 
That 


f "TFT 
That it is a Preſervative from Evil, and 
keeps us from many Sins which we ſhould 
otherwiſe run into: This is what God 
intends, by the Prophet Hoſea, when he 
tells the Children of Judah, that were 
bent upon Idolatry, and reſolved to go af- 
ter their Lovers, that God wou'd prevent 
dem, and put a Stop in their Way; PIE 
hedg e up thy way with Thorns, lays God : 
That! 15, I Gill bring {uch Afflictions upon 
you, as ſhall be as ſo many Thorns in your 


Sides, which ſhall put a ſtop to your Ca- 


reer in Wickedneſs. And this was the 


Experience of Holy David long before: 
For he tells us, Fſal. cxix. 71. It * 


1 good for me that I hawe been afflic J. If 


you ask why it was good for him, _- 


what Benefit he found by it? He readily 
tells you, Verſ. 67. Before I was affliGied, 
T went aftray ; but now have I kept thy 
word: And therefore inſtead of murmu= 
ring againſt God for Afflictions, he juſti- 
fies God; I know, O Lord, ſays he, that 
thy judgments are inſt, and that i in f funf 
neſs thou haſt afflicted me. 


K ANOTHER Advantage we reap. 
by 
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by Afflictions, is, That hereby God puts 
us upon the Trial of our Graces: There 
are many that will Swim with the Tide, 
that won't venture when the Stream is a- 
gainſt ? em. What the Devil falſly faid of 
Job, is but too true of many Men, they 
won't ſerve God for nought | When God 
| blefes them with the good things of this 

Life, and they have all that their Hearts 
can wiſh, then they will be for God, and 
for the Profeflion of Religion ; but if he 
puts forth his Hand, and takes away what 
they have, they will be like thoſe that the 
Prophet Iſaiab {peaks of, who when they 
are hungry, and hardly beftead, ſhall fret 
themſelves, and curſe their King and their 
| God. And therefore Job's Conſtancy un- 
der thoſe great Afflictions, made bis Piety 
and Patience ſo much the more Illuſtri- 
ous. Tis Affliction that ſhews us which 
are Hypocrites, and which are ſincere 
_ Chriſtians; a ſincere Chriſtian varies not 
with the Times, but is ſemper idem, always 
the ſame; whereas a Hypocrite is a Times» 
ſerver, and will turn with the Times, ra- 
ther chan be turnꝰd out: If Tribulation 


comes, 
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comes, he is for avoiding of it, let it come 


from what Quarter it will. How many 


can we remember that made the greateſt 
Pretences of Loyalty to the King, that 
cou'd be; and had there been no occaſion 
to try cheit Loyalty, would have been 
loyal ſtill; but when Times of Afflict ion 


50 Trial came on, and the King was 
forc'd to withdraw himſelf, they like- 
wiſe withdrew their Loyalty. This ſhews 


that times of Afllictions are times of Trial; 
by which God proves the Truth of duk 

Love to him, and our Zeal for him: And 

by which we alſo may come to know the 


Deceitfulneſs of our own Hearts; which 
is alſo the Deſign of God in our Aflli- 


Citions, as the Holy Ghoſt teſtifics, 2 Chron, 
Xxxii. 31. where ſpeaking of Hezekioh 


we have theſe Words, Howbeit, in the bib 
fi neſs of the ambaſſadors of the Princes ＋ 
Babylon, who ſent unto him, to enquire of 
the wonder that was done in "the land, God 
left him, to iry him, that he (i. e Hezekial) 5 
migh 1 all thi was in his heart. 

8. ANOTHER Benefit that we receive 
by Afflictions is, That they make us run 


1 
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to God: Fulneſs and Proſperity oft makes 
us forget God, and run away from him, 
but Affictions generally drive us to him; 
and indeed is the only way to reclaim us. 
This the Prophet Hoſea tells us, where 
God ſpeaking of his People that had gone 
away from him and follow'd Idols, threat 

ens to bring Afflictions upon 'em; I will 
be as a lion, and as a young lion to the 
— houſe of Judah; I will tear and go away ; 
T will take away, and none ſhall reſcue. 
Would you know God's Deſign herein? 

I will go, ſays he, and return to my place, 
till they acknowledge their offences, and ſeek 
my Face: But when will that be? O, 
ſays God, In their affliction they will ſeek 
me early. When we are walking abroad 


in the Fields, and the Weather is good, 


we are not ſolicitous about a Place of 


ſhelter ; but if a Storm ariſes. and a Shower 
comes, then we look out for a Shelter, 
and nake haſte unto it: God is call'd in 
the Scripture, A covert from the florm and 
from the rain, Ia. iv. 6. And therefore 
when the Tempeſt of God's Wrath ari- 
ſes, and the Storm of his Anger is pour'd 
upon 
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upon the World, whither ſhall we run 
for ſafety, but to Him who is a Covert 


from the Storm and from the Rain? At 


ſuch times eſpecially we run to God, as 
to our great Ah lum and Refuge; Li 
ing that under the Shadow of bs Wings 
woe ſhall be ſafe. Thus it was in the Wil. 
S derneſs with the Iſraelites ; a ſiff-necked 
Generation, continually provoking God 
by their unbelief; and this they did to 
that degree, that God often ſent his Judg- 
ments amongſt them, by which many of 
them were deſtroyed ; and theſe Afſſi- 
Cions made them ſeek after and run to 


God ; for ſo the Pſalmiſt tells, Fſal.lxxviii. 
34. When he ſlew them, then they ſought 


_ and they returned, and enquired ear= 


ly after God. And tho' the Pſalmiſt tells 


us, that they did but flatter bim with their 


En month, and lied unto him with their tongue, 


and that their heart was not right with him, 5 


neither were they ſtedfaſt in his covenant 5 
yet this running of theirs to him in the 
time of their Affliction, did ſo far prevail 
with God, that be being full of compaſſe on 


deftroyed then not; but turned his anger 


away, 
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away, and did not ſtir up all bis wrath, 


And David himſelf frequently profeſles 
that God was his Refuge in time of Trou- 
ble, whereto he did continually reſort. So 


that this is certainly a great Advantage 


that we gain by Afflictions, that they drive 
us to God, to whom we fly for Refuge, 
and where we find Security. 


. There is alſo this Advantage i in AF 


fictions That by means of them we come 
to live in the daily Exerciſe of all Vir- 
tues ; which without Afflictions we could 
not do: This St. Faul affirms, Rom. v. 3. 
We glory in tribulations alſo, knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience ; and pati- 
ence, experience; and experience, hope; 


and hope maketh not aſhamed : This is the 


natural Conſequence of Afflictions; for 
then we live in the Exerciſe of Faith, by 


believing Gods Promiſe, that all things 


ſhall work together for our Good; and 
relying upon him for our Deliverance : 
We live in the Exerciſe of Hope, by an 


aſſured Expectation of the Reward pro- 


miſed to them that ſuffer: And in the 
Exerciſe of Charity, by baving our Hearts 


inflam'd 
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inflam'd with the Love of Chriſt, who 
gave himſelf for us, whereby we are 
made willing to offer up our ſelves a Free- 
will-Offering to him, both in Life and 
Death: Our Patience is exercis'd in ſuffe- 
ring the Will of God, with Quietneſs 
and Reſignation of Soul; and our Hu- 


mility, by abaſing our ſelves in the fight 
of God, and being willing to ſuffer 
ſhame for his ſakkee. 


38. ANOTHER Advantage hae we 
reap by Afflictions (Which is the laſt I 
ſhall mention, becaule I affect brevity) 


is, That when they have brought forth 


in us the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſ- 


neſs, our Mouths (and our Hearts too) 
ſhall be filled with Songs of Deliverance: 


| Thus David rejoyc'd in God, Pſal. LIX. 


16. Iwill ſing of thy power, yea, I will ſing 
aloud of thy mercy in the morning; for thou 
haſt been my defence aud refuge In the day 


of my trouble : The Children of Iſrael had = 


been kept a long time in the Houſe of 


Bondage, in the Land of Egypt, where 


they were made to ſerve with Rigor: 


But with what Songs of Praiſe were their 


Mouths 
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Mouths filled, upon their Deliverance! 
How did they exult in the Lord, and 
glory in the God of their Salvation 


There had been no occaſion for thoſe 


Songs of Deliverance, had they not been 
kept in Bondage! Nor had they ſeen the 
Power of God ſo wonderfully diſplay d 
on their behalf, which made them cry out, 
Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the : 


gods! Who is like unto thee |! "Glorious in 


' TW Fearful in Praiſes, doing Wonders ! 
Had King David come to the Crown, 

without meeting with thoſe Troubles that 

preceded it, he had not been ſo ſenſibly 
affected with God's Mercy i in delivering 
him, as he was, nor in all Probability, 
nd: writ that ante Song of Praiſe 
recited both in 2 Sam. xxXit. and in Fſal. 
xviii. Intituled, A Pſalm of David the 


ſervant of the L O KD, who ſpake unto 


the LORD the words off this ſong, in the 
day that the LORD deliver'd him from 
the band of all bis enemies, and from the = 
| band of Saul. In which he firſt gives an 
account of his great Diſtreſles ; for, ſays 
he, The ſorrows E death compaſſed me, 


us 
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and the floods of ungodly men made me 


afraid; nay, he goes farther than this, and 
tells us, The ſorrows of hell compa fſed him 
about, and the ſnares of death prevented 


him And then exults in GOD for his 
great Deliverance ; The Lord was my ſtay: 


By Thee hade I run through a Troop ; by 
my GOD have I leaped over a Wall: S . 
for GOD, his way is perfect The Word 
of the LO K D is tried. He is a Buckler to 


all thoſe that tru ft in Him: For whois GOD 


ſave the LOR D? Or who is a Rock ſave 
our GOD? Ihe LORD liveth, and bleſſed 

be my Rock, and ktthe GO D of my Sal. 
_ wation be 1 It is GOD that ad eng- 


eth me, and ſubdueth the people under me 


He delivereth me from mine enemies: Tea, 
Thou lifteſt me. up above thoſe that riſe up 


againſt me : Thou ha ft delivered me from 


| the violent man: Therefore will I give 
thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the 
heathen, and ſing praiſes unto thy Name. 
Great Deliverance giveth he to his King, 


and ſheweth mercy to bis Anointed, to David 


and to his Seed, for evermore. Thus Da- 
vid's being delivered out of his Troubles, 


G fil'd 


l 
fill'd his Mouth with Songs of Delive- 
rance to his great Deliverer. [GOD is 
the ſame 600 ſtill, and has the ſame 
Power to ſave, and the ſame Bowels of 
Compaſſion to ſhew Mercy. Let us there- 
fore lift up our Eyes and our Hearts to 
Him. We have been long looking to 
Men; but they have prov'd but as broken 
Reeds, that have rather pierc'd our Hands, 
than holpen us: We have experienc'd 
the Truth of what David long ago af- | 
firmed, That men of low degree are vanity, 
| and men of high degree are a he: And 
| therefore let us all ſay as he does, Pal. 
Ix. 5. My ſoul, wait thou only upon God; 


for my expeciation is from him. . But _ 
proceed: It is (as 1 have ſaid before) 
none of the leaſt Benefit of Afflictions, that 


ti | itt makes Deliverance more ſweet to us: 
| 
| 
| 


Wu 
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For, as after a great Drought, a Shower of 
Rain is mote refreſhing to the Earth ; or 

when we are-extreme thirſty, a Draught 
of Drink is ſweeter to us; and a Calm is 
render'd more pleaſant and acceptable to 

Paſſengers, after a troubleſome Tempeſt ; 
ſo will our Deliverance be more grateful 
to 
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to us, after we have been exercis'd with 


great "ad fore Afflictions. Thus in the 
Ixviiith Pſalm, and the 13th Verſe, Tho? 


ye bave lien among the pots, (like Sons of 
Clay, eſteem'd as the Filth of the World, 
and the Off-ſcouripy of all thing) ” 


(when your Deliverance ſhall come) ye 


ball be as the wings of a dove 0 


with [ ulver, and ber feathers with yellom 
gold: i. e. 'Ye ſhall be ſo much the more 
bright and glorious; and for every 
Sorrow you underwent | in the Time of 
your Affſiction, you ſhall receive redou- 
bled Conſolations after your Deliverance. 
And this Deliverance will come in due 
time, if with Faith and Patience we be 


found waiting for it: For tho heawineſs 


may endure for a night, yet joy will come 
in the morning; eſpecially if we let Pati- 


ence have its Fefe ct Work: But if thro 


Impati.oc. we ſeek to haſten it, we (hall 


but re 155 it; for he that believeth, ma- 


keth not haſte. = - And that we may the 


more quietly ſubmit to the good Plea- 
ſure of GOD, and reſt ſatisfied in his 
wiſe Diſpoſal of Things, our next Me- 


eee ditation 
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ditation ſhall be of our Reſ ſgnation to 
the Will of GOD. 


The Souls Tolle 


; ET w now, O my Soul, a little 
Contemplate on the :dorable Wil- 


Jom of GOD, who is wonderful in 
_ Counſel, and excellent in working ; whoſe 
way is in the Sea, and his Path in the great 
Waters, and his footſteps : are not known: 
Since then, O my Soul, his Judgments 
are ſuch a great deep, chat all the Lines 


„ created Underſtanding can never fa- 


thom them, Is it not much better to ac- 


dee of bis Farherly Chaſtifements, than | 
E quarrel with his Proceedings? Praſene 
Afflictions may be far better than a Pro- 


ſperous Condition, if thou haſt Wiſdom 


to improve 'em to the End for which 
GOD deſięns em. Will it be a Mercy 


to be made conformable to thy blefled | 
Redeemer, who firſt ſuffered, and then | 


entred into his Glory? And "will; it not 
be thy Happineſs to have the ſame Mind 
in thee as was in Chriſt Jeſus? And i: 


Aſflicti- 


" LK -- 
Afflictions do this, ſurely thou oughteſ - 
to thank God for Afflictions, and re- 
joyce that thou art counted worthy to be 
a Pat tak er of Chriſt's Sufferings. Again, 


If by Afi ictions thy Heart be weaned from 


the World and thy Affections ſet upon 
the Things above: where there are better 
and more durable Treaſures, thou art 


certainly an infinite Gainer by the Bar- 


gain. And if ontward Eaſe and Proſpe- 
rity has cauſed thee to contract ſinful Ha- 
bits and evil Diſeaſes, which are purged 
away by Afflictions What Reaſon haſt ton 
to complain? Or if God by his aflicing 
| Hand hedge up thy way with Thorns, 
5 that thou canſt not do l the Evil that 
15 in thy Heart, is not this the orcateſt 
Mercy that can happen to thee? And if 
by outward Sufferings thou approveſt the 
Sincerity of thy Heart to God, ouęhteſt 
thou not to rejoyce t therein? Thou can'ſt 
not but know, O my Soul, how apt thou 
art to art aſh de from GOD, like a de- 
ceitful Bow; and if to cure thee of that 
Evil, the 1 of Affliction, like thoſe 
of great Waters, do atiſe, TS" force thee 
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to run to God as thy ſtrong Hold, for 


Safety and Refuge, is hers not a Hand of 


Mercy to be eyed therein, which thou 


 oughteſtthankfully and humbly to adore? 


And likewiſe, if Afflictions cauſe thee to 
live in the Exerciſe of Faith, Hope, Cha- 


rity, Patience, Humility, and other Di- 
ine Graces, thou haſt exceeding Reaſon 
to be thankful to God, and to ſay with þ| 
David, It is good for me I have been af- 


flicted. Laſtly, O my Soul, conſider 


how pleaſant it will be to look back up- 
dn the various Iſſues of Divine Providence, 
when God (hall have wrought Delive- 1 
france for thee? How wilt thou then, O | 
my Soul, exalt and magnify the Lord, 


and rejoyce in God thy Saviour? Thou 


art now apt to blame the Conduct of 


Nivine Providence, and to ſay with good 


55 old Jacob, All theſe things are againſt me: 


Bur then thou wilt be of another Mind, 
and conclude that he hath done all things 
well, ſo that it could not be done better; 
ad break forth into that pathetical Ex- 
clamation of the holy Apoſtle, O the depth 
of 155 riches both of the wiſdom and Know- 


ledge 
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ledg e of God ; How unſearchable are bis 
Jane, and his ways paſt finding out 1 


And thence conclude with him, That of 
him, and through him, and to him, are all 


things : To whom be glory for ever. Amen. 


A PRAYER, 


me, by all the various Methods of thy Pro- 


vidence towards me ; aud more particularly 
for thoſe Affiitions "which it has pleaſed 
0 Lord, De tho 
pleaſed to make them effe: Aual for the ſe gra- 
cious Ends and Furpoſes deſigned by Thee; 

| That by them I may be made more conform- 
able to my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
who was a Man of Sorrrow, and acquainted 


thee to vi ſit me withal. 


with Grief ; and who [earned Obedience by 


the things that he ſuffered ; and having ſuf- 


fered, entred into 110 Glory : ; and that by 


them alſo I may find my Heart and Affecti- 


ons * drawn off from the Love of the World, 
G4 becauſe 


\ Racious and Merciful Father, help 2 
ye thy poor unworthy Creature. to-.- - 
aclore thee for that Goodneſs and Mercy : 
which thou haſt been pleaſed to donc h ſafe to 
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becauſe tbe Friendſhip of the World is En 
mit) to God; but grant, O Lord, that my 
Affections : may be raiſed, and ſet upon things 


above, even where my bleſſed Redeemer ſits 


at thy right Hand; that ſo when he ſhall 


appear, I alſo may appear with him in glo- 


ry : Grant alſo, O Lord, That tho? no Af- 


Fliclion at the preſent is Joyous but Grie- 
Dong, my Afflictions may be ſo tempered with 
. Oyl of Mercy by the great Phyſician of 
my Soul, that they may purge out all thoſe | 
fſinful Diftempers and evil Habits that | 
Proſperity and Eaſe has cans'd me to con- 
tract, that ſo being purged from my Sins, 
”” 4 refined in the Furnace of Affliction, I | 
may come forth like Gold. And ſeeing my 
| fooliſh and deceitful Heart is ſo ready to 
run after Hing Vanities, let thy Chaſtſe 5 
ments be as ſo many Therws to þedge up my 
May, that ſo being ſtopt from running into 
the Faths of the Veſtroyer, my Soul may be 
like 4 Garden incloſed, a Spring ſhut up, 
and a Fountain ſealed : And bleſſed Lord, 


grant alſo that by my patient continuance 


i well. doing, under thy afflicting Hand, I 


widy Evidence the Sincerity of my Lowe to- 


wards 
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| wands thee ; - wal the Wars of f Aff 
| Gion can br quench, nor all the Floods 
of Tribulation drown. And tho” former 
Proſperity bas caus'd me to forget thee ; yet 
let this Storm that it has pleaſed thee in 
_ thy Righteous Tudgment to bring upon me, 


| cauſe me to fly unto thee for ſhelter, who 5 


art a Covert from the Storm and from the 
Rain ; and my only Refuge and Rock of 
Defence, where I can be ſafe againſt the fear 
of Evil. And as the depreſſing of a Palms © 
tree makes it grow the Straighter, and the 
treading of Cammomile makes it ſmell the 
Sweeter, ſo let my preſent Aﬀfiiiions cauſe 
the Graces of thy holy Spirit in me to ſend 
forth the greater Fragrance, and to appear 
ore Eminently : And further be pleaſed to 
grant, C ET through thy Wiſe and all- 
Diſpo ſing Providence, theſe light Afflictions 
that are but for a moment, may work out 
for me a far more exceding and eternal 
weight of Glory: And that when thou ſhalt 
_ graciouſly pleaſe to accompliſh all the pur 
poſes of thy Grace towards me by thy Affli- 
 Gling hand, and cauſed thine Anger towards 


me to ceaſe, "that my Month may be e filled with 
Songs 


— 1) 
Songs of Deliverance, That I niay ſay with 


thy Servant of Old, Bleſs the Lord, 0 my - 


Soul and all that is within me bleſs his | 


boly Name ; Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and forget not all his Benefits, who far 
_ giveth all thine Iniquities, who healet) 
all thy Diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy Life | 
from Deſtruction, and crowneth thee with 
9 loving Kindneſs and tender Mercies ! Grant 
this, O Lord, for the ſake of Feſl us Chriſt, | 
thy "bleſſed and only 1 who for the Joy 
that was ſet before him, me the Croſs, 
and deſpiſed the Shame, and is ſet down at | 
the right Hand of the Majeſty on hich. 10 ³ 
whom, with thee, O Father, and the Eter-„ 
nal Spirit, be aſcribed all Hon, ny,” 


Power and . W ori without End. 


Amen. 


N 
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Meditation VI. 
o our Refi gnation to the Will of Cod. 


could we in Times of greateſt Trouble, 
and at the loweſt Ebb of Affliction, con- 


ſider that it is the Will of God, -withour 


whom nothing comes to pals, and whole 


alone Will is the Rule of all Righteouſ- 


neſs, that Conſideration would ſoon allay 
all thoſe Storms of Paſſion and Diſcon- 
tent, which are ſo ready to ariſe 1 in our 


Souls 


U R Bleſſed Saviour, in that moſt 
excellent Form of Prayer he has 
taught us, has made this one principal 
Petition in it, Thy Will be done on Earth 
as it is in Heaven : And tho' I hope we 
all make uſe of this Prayer, yet how few 
of ue are there that underſtand what we 
ask ? Tho? there is nothing more pleaſi ing 
to God, nor nothing that tends more to 
the Eſtabliſhment of our own Quiet, than 
this Reſignation of our Wills to the Will | 
of God, which we therein pray for: For 
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Souls under ſuch Diſpenſations of Pro- 


vidence, and make all calm and quiet 


there. And this was that which ſilenc'd 
all the Complaints of God's People in 
the Days of old, when they were even 
cover d with the Clouds of his Anger. 


Of which, tho? many Inſtances might be 
given, I (hall confine my ſelf to a few. 


Ad the firſt ſhall be that of Old 
Eli the Prieſt, who was a good Man, but 
too indulgent a Father to his wicked Chil- 5 
dren, - << thereby took ans he 5 


to Sin; by which God was ſo provok d, 


that be ſent Samuel to Eli with ſuch 5 
Meſſage, as was enough to make his Ears 
to tingle; importing no leſs than the De- 
nan of him and his Houſe, and that 


the miquit} of his bo ue ſoulcl not be pur- 
ged with jacrifice nor offering for ever, 
becaule his ſons lad made 1 em elves vile, 
: and he reftra:'ned them not. And yet even 
under fo heavy a Meſſage as this was, 
the good Old Man reſigns himſelf up 
e the Will of God, ſaying, It is the 
LORD, let him do what ſcemeth bim 
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A SECOND Inſtance ſhall be that of | 
King David, when he was forced ro fly 
from the Rebellion which Abſalom (his 


own Son) had raisd againſt him. Abjalom 8 


having aſpir'd to the Kingdom, and 
wheedled the People out of their Loy- 


alty and Allegiance, upon a Pr: t-nce of 
the Miſmanagements of his Father, telling 


thoſe that came to the King for Judg- 


ment in any Cauſe, That there was no 


Man deputed of the King to bear them, and. 


then wiſhing he was made Judge in 2 
Land, that he might do them Fuftice - 


which fly Inſinuations he had ns a- 


way the Hearts of the Iſraelites from his 
Father: And when by theſe ill Practices, 
things were ripe for an open Rebellion, 5 
Religion too muſt be brought in for a Part, ; 

and a Vow to the Lord is pretended to 

be paid at Hebron, on which Prerence 
Abſalom having obtained leave to deparr 


from the King, blows the Trumpet of 
Rebellion throughout all Iſrael, and makes 
himſelf King in Hebron. This News be- 
ing brought to David, he finds himſelf 
in Danger from his Rebellious Son, and 

thereupon 
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thereupon reſolves to abdicate the Royal 
City of Jeruſalem, to which Abſalom was 
e as faſt as he could. In this flight 'F 
of the King, he had ſeveral of his loyal 
Subjects to attend him, and among them 
were Zadoꝶ and . the Prieſts, and 
the honeſt Lewites with the Ark of God: | 
But the good King, (who was more con- 
cern'd for the Ark of God than for him- 
ſelf ) knowing that God had choſen the 
gates of Zion before all the dwellings of | 
Jacob, would by no means ſuffer the | 
Ark tobe carried after him, but ſends it 
back again into the City ; ( not knowing 


how God might deal with him ) with this | 3 


noble Reſignation of himſelf to the Wil! 
of God: Carry back ( lays he to Zadock) | 
the ark of ( Gil into the city; if I ſhall 
find favour with the Lord, he will bring 
me again, and ſhew me both it and his habi- 
tation But if he thus ſay, I hade no de- 
ligbt in thee; behold bere am J, let him do 
to me as ſeem eth good unto him, This is a 
truly royal Example, and well worthy 
Imitation. 


A THIRD Inſtance of this Reſig iguation 
of 


9 T 111 : 
of our Wills to the Will of God, ſhall 
s be that of King Hezekiah, who after his | 


t Recovery from Sickneſs, having recei- 
| FE ved the congratulatory Ambaſſadors of 

n * Merodach Baladan the King of Bab Jon, 
d was fo pleagd with the Honour 4 2 
; be thought was thereby done him, that he 
- EZ fſhewed the Ambaſſadors the Houle of his 
- Len Things h. Silver, and the Gold, 
e | and the Spices, and the precious Ol 
f F ment. ao} all the Houſe of his Armour, 

e and all that was found in his Treafure. 
itt But this thing was diſpleaſing to the 

5 Lord who ſaw Hezekiab had his Heart 

s ¹ lifted up thereby, and therefore he ſends | 
1 F the 3 Iſaiab ro him, with this hea- 
vy Meſlage, Behold the days come, that all 
4 that is in thine houſe, and that which thy 
4 fathers bave laid up in ſtore until this = 
- ſhall be carried to Babylon; nothing ſhall 
be left, ſaith the Lord: An of of thy ſons 
0 that ſhall iſſue from thee, wbicf Finch ſhalt 
1 beget, ſhall they take away, and they ſpall 
/ be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 


4; Babylon. Wowd we know now how 
1 aul, took this doleful Mellage? Why, 


wi 4 inſtead 
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inſtead of fretting againſt God, or going 
about to excuſe himſelf, he reſi ons him- 
ſelf up to the good Pleaſure uf God, ſay- 

ing to the Prophet Iſaiah, Good is the 
word of the Lord 1 hich thon haſt f. poken; 3 
For there ſhall be pore and truth in * 
5 | 
THE Fourth and laſt instance I ſhall 1 
mention, ſhall be that Illuftrionus One of 
our Bleſſed Saviour: Who being under a 
Senſe of Divine Wrath, in that bitter 
Agony and bloody Sweat which he un- 
derwent for our Sins, in the Garden, and 
which none but bimſelf could have bom; 1 
(forit would have cruſtvd all Mankind | 
into Nothing, and all the Angels too, to 
have lain under it) he prayed to his Fa- = | 
ther, ſaying, F it be poſſeble let this cup | 
paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not as I will, 
but as Thou with: Matth. xxvi. 39. And 
in the 42d Verſe, he went away again, 
praying Fe ſecond Time, and ſaid, O my 
Father, if this cup may not paſs away ex= | 
cept J drink it, Thy will be done: Andin 
Verſ. 44. He prayed again the chird Time, 
ſaying the lame Words. | 


THIS 
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THIS is indeed the greateſt Inſtance 


of Refi ignation to the Divine Will, that 


can be given. And after ſuch an Inſtance, 


fure none can deny that it is a Chriſti 
ans Duty. Nor is it more our Duty than 
it is our Privilege: For when our Wills 
are thus reſigned to the Will of God, 


there is no croſs Accident that can lur⸗ 


prize us, nor no Affliction trouble us; ; 


becauſe we have given our ſelves up to 
his Diſpoſal, who beſt knows how to or- 
der all things for us; and are ſecur'd in 
ſo doing, that all things ſnall work to· 


gether for our good. 1 
THIS Reſignation of Soul to 404 5 


Will of God, conſiſts principally in an 


abſolute Acquieſcence to the Divine Plea- 
ſure, in every State and Condition of 


Life ; whereby we are willing that God 

thoald chuſe that Condition which he 
ſees beſt for us; whether it be Sickneſs 
or Health, Life or Death, Poverty or 

Riches, Honour or Diſgrace : And this 


without Murmuring, or Repining, or 
Thinking we are not well dealt with, or 
that we cou'd have provided better for 

= our 
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our ſelves; but on the contrary we ought 


to think our preſent Condition the beſt Z 


for us, be it what it will, becauſe it is 
the Reſult of Divine Providence ; and 
this requires, or {ſuppoſes in us, a ſted- 


faſt belief of God's Governing the World, 


and ordering all Affairs in it according 
to the Counſel of his own Will. And 
he that by a ſtedfaſt Faith in God (be- 
lieving him to be the moſt Wiſe, moſt * 
powerful, moſt Juft, moſt Merciful and 
Beneficent Being) has reſign d himſelf up 
to his Diſpoſal, is prepared for all Events; 
and tho he may loſe Crowns, Kingdoms, 
Riches, Honours, Friends, Relations, and | 
all things elle which are look d upon as 
outward Bleſſings, yet he can never loſe 
that inward Peace of Conſcience and 
Satisfaction of Mind, which the World 


cau neither give nor take BAY. 


The 
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The SouP's Expoſtulation. 


y 
„ 
. 


NON SIDER, O my Soul, if thy 
; Reſignation to the Divine Will, 


be lo abſolute a Duty, what Progreſs 


thou haſt made therein; and whether 


thou haſt ſo given up thy ſelf to the 
Will of God, to be abſolutely at his 
Diſpoſal : That thou art ſo, is indeed 
unqueſtionable ; and fo are 'the Devils 
too; for notwithſtanding all their Rage, 
and All their Malice, they cannot break 
thoſe Chains of Datkneſs wherein they 
are bound, to the Judgment of the great 
Day: But they have not reſign'd their 
Wills unto his, but, on the contrary, do 
whatever chey can to oppoſe it, tho in 
vain-—But, O my Soul, is thy being at 
the Diſp ofal of Divine Providence, the 
Effect of thy Choice, as well as of God's 
Power ? If it be ſo, tis what it ought to 
be. But then, ha means this bleating 


of the ſheep, * lowing of the oxen, as 


Samuel ſaid to Saul in another Caſe? 
What means all this murmuring and re- 


H 3 pining 
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pining at thy preſent Condition ? What 
me ans chat hankering after thoſe Honours, 


Riches, and Pleaſures, that thou enjoy- 
edſt heretofore? And thy preſent Un- 
eaſineſs under the want of them? Do'ſt 
thou believe that thy preſent Circum 
ſtances are the Reſult of the Divine Provi- 
dence, and what God thinks beſt for 
thee? Then let thy Mouth be ftopp'd for 
ever; for nothing can be more unrea- 
ſonable than to complain. How prepo- 
ſterous is it, O my Soul, to pray to God, 

T by Will bo done; and yet when it 1s done, 
to heme? This ſeems ſtrongly to inſt⸗ 
nuate, that thou art no farther willing 
God's Will ſhould be done, than as it 

ſuits with thine; which is the Reverſe of 
what thou haſt pray'd for. Therefore, 
O my Soul, either leave off praying, Thy 
Mill be done, or ceaſe to let thy Practice 
thus contradict thy Prayers. Remember, 
O my Soul, that it is the foolifbneſs of 
man that perwerteth his way, and makes | 
*his heart to fret a gainſt the Lord. And 
take heed leſt thy repining makes thee 
appear to be ſuch a one. Is it not far 
4 better 


(m7) 


5 hatin to give up thy {elf to his Conduct, 


by an entire Reſignation of thy Will to 


his, who better knows how to order thy 
Affairs, than thou thy ſelf do'ſt? So may. 
the bitter Draught of Affliction be made 
a wholeſome Potion to thee; whereby 
thou may'ſt experience the Truth: of: 


Samjon's Riddle, Ont of the eater comes 


forth meat, and. out of the frog comes 
| Jr ſmeemeſs. 


2 PRAYER, 


4 lanlbey and Eternal God, who . : 
eft all things according to the Conn» 


ſel of thy own bleſſed Will, and whoſe Will 
Es theRule of all Righteouſneſs ; 5 Look down 
in Mercy upon a poor and worthleſs Sinner 
before thee, whoſe Heart was lified up, and. 
Forgot 6. in the time of my Proſperity-; 
and therefore thou haſt juſtly depri dd me. 
of thoſe Mercies which I did not improve. 
to thy Praiſe : And ſince I would not ſerve 
thee in the Fulneſs of all things, it is but 
juſt I ſbou d ſerve thee in the want of them. 


And yet ſuch is the Vanity and Deceitfulneſs - 
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of 1 my Heart, that I aw now apt to repine 


againſt thy Providence, -aud fret againſt 
thee for what thou baſt- done, inſtead of 
kiſſng thy Rod, and ſubmitting to thy 
fatherly Chaſtiſements : O therefore be thou 
pleaſed to ſubdue this rebellious Heart of 
RA and by an entire Reſignation of my Soul 
10 thy Sovereign Diſpoſal, cauſe me to reſt 
ſatisfied in every Condition into which it 
Pall pleaſe thee to bring me : And however 
; things may ſeem to me, through the Blind- ; 
neſs of my Mind, ond the Darkneſs of my 
Underſtanding, 10 go contrary to my Inte- 
reſt, yet make me to know, O Lord, that it 


7s my great: Intereſt to acquieſre in thy Will, 


who do? /t all things well, Pardon, 1 lum. 
bly beſeech thee, the Stubbornneſs of my 
: ther: aud the Unwillingneſs of my Wl | 


to ſubmit to thy good Fleaſure 3 ; and make 
me ſen ſible that there is nothing more 05. 


ſtrulis thy re ſtoring of former Mercies to 


me, than my murizuring and repining at thy 
preſent Diſpenſations. Give me therefore, 


O Lord, ſuch Aa Compoſedneſs of Spirit, that 


JI may thank fully entertain whatever thou 
art farther pleaſed to bring upon me, hom 


2 bard 
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bard ſoever it may ſeem to Fleſh and Blood; 
and be made willing to ſay, The Will of the 
Lord be done. And if the bleſſed Angels, that 


are always in thy Preſence,a and the Spirits of 
juſt Men made perfect, rejoyce in the ful 


filling of thy Will, what am I, ſinful Duſt 


and Aſhes, that 1 ſhou'd murmur and re- 
pine thereat ! Help me, O Lord, to conſi 1 
der, that, however my Heart may fret againſt 


| it, Jet thy holy Will is the Reſult of In fi. 
wite Wiſdom, as well as the Rule of all 


Righteouſneſs : And that therefore it is beth 
my Duty and Intereſt willingly to ſubmit 
thereto. And help me alſo, O Lord, to believe, 


, * 


| That when thou haſt humbled me by thy : 


” efcnt Providences, and brought me 10 lye 


at thy Foot, in a us Senſe of 3 my own D. 
worthineſs, and a Ju fi Acknowledgment of i; 


the Righteouſneſs. of thy Dealings towards 


ne, that thou wilt again cauſe the Light 
of thy Favour to ſhin? upon me, and make 


the Bones that thou haſt broken, tg rejoyce. 


Graut this, O Lord, and. whatſoever elſe 


thou ſeeſt need] ful for me, for the ſake of Jef us 


Chriſt, thy belowed Son, and my alone Savi- 
our, who bas further ,aught me to pray, ſays 


ang, Our Father, Oe. — 4 Ha- 


Aving by the aforegoing Medita- 
L tions endeavour'd to ſhew the 
Uucertainty and Emptineſs of our for- 
mer Enjoyments, and conſider'd the Na- 
ture and Cauſes of Afflictions, and how 
far by our Sins we have brought them 
upon our ſelves; and alſo thewn you the 
Advantages that accrue to us by a, pati- 
ent Continuance under them and laid 1 

be fore you both our Duty and Intereſt, 

in an entire Reſignation of our Souls to 
the Will of God, under the darkeſt Diſ- 
penſations of Divine Providence; I ſhall, 
in the next place, as what I think will 
be very ſeaſonable, furniſh you with a 
Manual of Devotions upon all Occations, 
fitted for Times of Trouble, to render it 
more proper for our preſent Uſe And 
_ conclude with ſome general Rules for: 
our daily Practice; and ,fo leave the | 


whole to the Bleſſing of Od, who alone 
3 * | by : 31 1 i" — — 1 p 1 ; . 1 13 . | 
13 able to make it effe cual to the I End 


for which it is deſign d. 
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M anual of Devotions 
F O . 


| Times ld Truble aud Ake 


— — — 
r 1 * 3 « 


\MorningPrayer 


4 10 LXXI, LXXIN, LIXXIV: Oc 


CXAIV, cxxV, CXXVI, SHONE 


Proper Leſſons. 3 
Dan. IX. or Exra IX. and N. to Verſe 


J. or 2 Chron. XXXVI ed XIV. 


Luke XXI. 


5 cal cf 5 ng and 22 Jn de- 


ments, | 


Lord we are brought i into Times 
of great Sorrow and Afﬀiction, 
and we have ſeen Violence and Spoil 
85 before 
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before © our Eyes: Our Houſes are full of 


Mourning, and our Hearts of bitter La- | 


mentation And tho? thy Temples are 
not ſhut up, yet ſeveral of thy Miniſters 
are ſhut out of thy Temples! Deareſt 
Lord ! Theſe things are due to our Sins ; 
Thou art Juſt and Righteous in thy 
Dealings, but we are fi aful and wicked : 


For we have ſinned againſt the great 11 
| Means of thy Grace, and the Mercies of 

thy Goodneſs for many Years vouchſafed 
to us, and to our Fathers before us: Not- 
withſtanding which, we are full of Hy- | 
pocriſy, full of prophanels, full of Lewd. | 


neſs, and moſt abominably Wicked: 
And'T, even I, have contributed by a 
great Meaſure: of my Sins, to fill up 


thoſe Woes. But O God! That art mer- 
cilul, as thou art juſt, (that dclighteſt 


not 5 much to appear juſt as merciful ) 
pardon thoſe Sins of ours that cauſe theſe 


- Woes, and pardon thoſe Sins of mine 


wich concur to that Cauſe! And with 
the Pardon of our Sins, grant us a releaſe 


of our Puniſhments: Let all Feuds and 
Animoſitics ceaſe, and true Piety and 


Peace 
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Peace flouriſh again amongſt us! Thou 


that out of Evil canſt work Good, and 


out of Confuſion didſt ſet up the Order - 
of the World, be pleas'd out of thoſe 
Evils and Confuſions that are upon us, 


to bring forth a bleſſed Eſtabliſhment for 


us! O thou King of Kings, and Judge 


of the World, plead the Cauſe of thy 
| Servants to the Faces of all thoſe who 


ſeck to diſtreſs and deſtroy us! And do 


thou from Heaven own us in our Extre- 
mity, and deliver us! O thou that pow- 
7 erfully canſt, mercifully do this for us: 

Io the Honour of thy great Name, and N 
to the Comfort and Happineſs, both i in 
Body and Soul, of us and ours, and all 


that truly fear and love thee, aud true 
Religion in and for thee ! Even for thy 


tender Mercies ſake, hear us; and for the 


precious Blood and Paſſion of our deareſt 
JESUS, help us! Even for his ſake, in 
whole Merits and Mediation four 
ſtands all our Hope and Help, thy dear 


Son, our only Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord: Amen, 


A P rajer 


(f18q: * 
4 Frye forthe Peer ervation 4 FM Clurehs | 
Lord, the. Church is thy Body, | | 
1 C and thou: art her Head; ſhe is 
thy Spouſe, and thou art her Husband ; = 
O fave thine own Body, preſerve thine i 
own Spouſe ] Protect her from all Ene- 
mies, Men and Devils! Keep her from 
all Ills, Errors and Dangers ! Thou didſt 
purchaſe thy ſelf a Church at the Price 
of thy Blood, O let no Hand ſeize and 
ip oil % dear a Purchaſe 1 = 
MORE particularly, 0 Land; "hr = 
my Prayers for that Part thereof in this 
Nation: The Petition of a poor unwor- | 
thy Child for a dear diſtreſſed Mother! 
"1 4 any, O Lord, ate the Enemies that 
Vvwoudd deſtroy it, and few are the Friends 
dat it has to defend it; ſtrong are the 
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Arms that are ready to pull 3 it down, and | 

weak are the Hands'that are willing to 
uphold it: But, O powerful God, do 

not thou deſert it! Uphold it with thy Þ 

mighty Arm! Maintain the Religion 

eſtabliſhed _— us; and thy holy Þ 
Truth 
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Maintain a Clergy that may be able by 

Learning and a holy Life, ro defend thy 
Truth and Worthip ; and the Means that 
may continue ſuch a Clergy : Let not Er- 


Z ror and Herely corrupt it, Ignorance 


blind ir, Superſtirion infect it, Prophaneſs 
over-grow it, Schiſm tear ir, Sacrilege 
devour it, Atheiſm lay it waſte, Perſe. 


cution make it deſolate. Lord, make us 


as happy as we were, and more thank» 


ful, and lefs ſinful, that we may be ſo 
happy! Let Errors vaniſh, Sects ceaſe, | 
Fury leave us, and the Spirit of Truth 
and Love again poſſeſs us! Let Confu- 


ſions end, and all Irreverences in thy Ser- 
vice be baniſli'd from us, and holy Order 
and Decency be more regarded amongſt 


us. Let Diviſions be cemented, and 


Names of Reproach buried in Oblivion, 
and the Voice of True Peace and joy be 
heard again in our Land. Lord, let us 
have that Religion which may make us 

happy in Heaven, and that true Peace 
which may give Time and Leave to en- 
joy that Religion! And to that end, let 
e Power 


(126 F | 
Power be eſtabliſh'd upon Righteouſ- N 
neſs, and employ'd for the Preſervation | 
of thy Church and People; and then 
maintain that Power and them! O thou |? 
by whom Kings reign, who haſt promi- 
ſcd to make them Nurſing Fathers, to 
thy Church, grant us theſe Bleſſings, to 
the Glory of thy Name, the Quiet of our 
Lives, and the Saving of our Souls! Even 
for thy dear Son our Saviour's lake, 
Amen, | 


A Prayer for Mercy to the Nation, | 


LORD, we are a Nation not 
to be beloved. a Nation ready 2 
to be ruined for our Iniquities, and for 
our Sins thou may'ſt juſtly deſtroy us, 

both Prince and People! But ſpare us, 

good Lord, ſpare us for thy Mercy ſake 1 
Let the Blood of Jeſus expiate all our 
Guilts, and the Spirit of Jeſus amend our 
 Miſdoings! O thou who wouldſt not 
have one Sinner die, ſuffer not Milli- 
ons of poor Souls to pertth ! Be recon- 
ciled to us in a Mediator Blood, and 
be 
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"A 127 ) 
be the Reconciler of us in à firm and 
bleſſed Peace! God of Pity and Peace, 


be at Peace with us, and make it for us, 
even that Peace which” none can cake 
from us, do thou make us Partakers of. 
O thou "holy One of God, who cameſt 
into the World to take away the Sins 
of it: O thou Prince of Peace, pity a 
poor Church and Nation, ready to periſh! 
Pity that Church that hath {o long main 
tain'd thy Truth and Worſhip in the Na- 


tion; pity them who are ready to periſh 


for leeking to maintain thy holy Truth 
and Worſhip in thy Church! And do 
thou from Heaven preſerve | it, and us, 
and them. O thou that haſt the Power 
of Heaven and Earth in thy Hand, who 
ſtilleſt the Raging of the Sea, when the 


Waves thereof roar and lift up them- 


ſelves, make bare thy holy Arm for our 


Deliverance; O God make haſte to help 


us, for we are brought very low; ſtir up 
thy Strength and come and Fu us, and 
make no long tarrying, O our God , but 


deliver us for thy Mercy ſake. Amen. 


A Prayer 


+= 
Wt 


ſtreſo and „ 


60D of power and Pity, wh 
haſt promis'd to regard the Prayer 


cry, Look down, O Lord, from thy 
ee from the Heavens do thou be 
hold the Earth, to hear the groaning of 


the Priſoners, and to looſe thoſe that are © 
in danger * Death, Reſcue them from 4 


the rage of Violence, and ſhew thy ſelf 


let them glorify thee both in Life and 
Death, and do thou glorify them with 
Life Eternal, through the Merits and 
Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
In whoſe bleſſed Name I further beg for 
Mercy for all that ſuffer in theſe Times 
of Trouble ; Chiefly for thoſe that are 
deſtitute, for the Widows and the Fa- 


therleſs: Let thy werey be extended to 


them, 


4 Prayer fir i e has; are in v great. ; Di 


2 the deſtitute, and not to deſpiſe their 


Merciful to them in this time of their 
diſtreſs, O thou preſerver of Men! And 
grant them all Graces and Mercies need- 
ful for the ſaving of their Souls! And 
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them, in a the daily ſupplying of their ſen 
veral Wants and Neceſlities; Take them 
into thy peculiar Care, O thou Father of 
the Fatherleſs, and Ju dge of the Widow: 
And be then their Comfort, Help and 


Succour, for Jeſus Chriſt his lake. Amen. 


4 collect for Grace. 


YN Cod I can ak no greater Gift than 
thy Glory, and therefore beg no 


better Gift than thy Grace; yea, even 
this perfect, is nothing elle bur that: 
Nor can I come at it but by the way ” 
Grace. I do therefore for Jeſus Chriſt 
his Clin. ook thee beſtow on me this 
bleſſed Gift, Grace to do thee Service on 
Earth, that thou may'ſt give me thy Sal- 


vation in Heaven, through the Merits of 


Jeſus ( Chriſt our Lord, Amen 
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of the deſtitute, and not to deſpiſe their 

cry, Look down, O Lord, from thy 
Sanctuary, from the Heavens do thou be 
hold the Earth, to hear the groaning of 
the Priſoners, and to looſe thoſe that are 


COTE 


4* * 
* 


i 2 for thoſe e thn are in i great Di | 
ſtreſs and Danger. 1 


8600 of Power and Pity, ls 
haſt promis'd to regard the Prayer | 


in danger of Death, Reſcue them from 
the rage of Violence, and ſhew thy ſelf 


 Merciful to them in this time of their 


diſtreſs, O thou preſerver of Men! And 


grant * BEG all Graces and Mercies need- 


dul for the ſaving of their Souls! And 
Jet them glorify thee both in Life and 
Death, and do thou glorify them with 


Life Eternal, through the Merits and 


Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


In whoſe bleſſed Name I further beg for 


Mercy for all that ſuffer in theſe Times 
of Trouble: Chiefly for thoſe that are 
deſtitute, for the Widows and the Fa- 
therleſs: Let thy Mercy be extended to 


them, 


Jaw? 


them, in the daily ſupplying of their * 


veral Wants and Neceſlities: Take them 


into thy, peculiar Care, O thou Father of 
the Fatherleſs, and Ju de of the Widow : 


And be thou their Comfort, Help and 
Succour, for pains" Chriſt his lake. Amen. 


2 Colle for Grace. 


O God I can ak no greater Gife than 


thy Glory, and therefore. beg no 


better Gift than thy Grace; yea, even 


this perfect, is nothing cle but that: 
Nor can I come at it but by the way of 


Grace. I do therefore for Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſake, beſeech thee beſtow on me this 


bleſſed Gift, Grace to do thee Service on 


: Farth, that thou may'ſt give me thy Sal. 
vation in Heaven, through the Merits of 


Jeſus ( Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


(130) 
4 Colle& for Peace. 5 


| God, my poor Soul is an bainhte 
1 0 Suitor for Peace; the Blood of 


Jeſus is my Plea, thy Spirit my Advo- 


cate: I deſerve by my Sins eternal En- 


mity, but for thy dear Son's ſake, have 
Favour for me: By whom the World is 
atoned, O let me be reconciled to thee! 
i know not how to pray this as I ought, 
but thy Spirit can make effectual Inter- 
ceſſion for me. Lord, let thy Spirit move, 
and thy Son make my Peace. Subdde i 
my Luſts; Conquer Satan for me, that 
my Confcieace may have peace with 
thee, and I in it, by thy Grace, thro 
the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 


A coll 5 Hed 


Lord, when I am Sick, let me think 
I may Dye; when I am in Health, 
that I may be Sick ; that I may not mil. 


"(7 pend the Stock of my Life, but do thee Ho- 
I nour 


1 
nour with my Health, and thou may ft give 


me Comfort for it in my Sickneſs : Even 
this, that Sin hath not bound me to my Bed, 


t but thy Providence hath caſt me down, which 
6 can and will lift me up, or to Heahh.f In 
J= this World, or to Happineſs in a better. 


Such an E njoyment of Health give me, I 
* f wal Thee, ou Jeſus N ny ſake, 


<> BD 0* Lib, TP many ; Be" as I live, ſa 
= ; many Lives I owe Thee This" re- 


N neweſt my Leaſe every Day : A voor Tenant 
ml z thy Will, I am; and a frail Cottage of 
| Clay, by thy Power I keep. Lord, thou 

haſt hitherto ſþar'd me, ſtill preſerve. ute; 
and let me pay (as 1 can) what I owe of 
| Serwice, the only Rent thou requireſt, for 
Tenement and Appurtenances, Life, Health, 
Wealth, and all the good things I have f 
thee, for which thou Jah granteſ Term of 
| Life, and giveſt Eternity. This to that, 
Ul | continue, I bejeech bee, for bis Sake, who 
was Surety, and is ſole Purchaſer for me, 


mr | Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
TR 


(132) 
A Collect for Friends. 


Lord, graciouſly accept my Pray- 
ers for all my Kindred and 
Friends: Do thou good unto them all, 
O God. To thoſe that err, ſhew thy 
Truth ; and thoſe that ſee it, keep from 
Error: To thoſe that do amiſs, give 
Grace to do better; and thoſe that do 
Vell, continue in 0 doing: To thoſe 

that are afflicted, give Comfort and De- 

liverance; to thoſe that proſper, Humi- 

lity and Temperance : Bleſs the Sick with 
Health, and the Healthy from Sickneſs : 
Supply thoſe that want ; and let thoſe 
that want not, give Supply. To all, 
grant thy Crace, O God, and ſhew thy 
Mercy: Let Love bind us one to ano- 
ther, and Religion knit us all to Thee; 
that all who are of Natural Kindred, may 
meet in heavenly Conſanguinity: Even 
ſo, Lord, let the Blood of Jeſus run 
through all the Veins, and the Spirit of 
Jeſus go along with the Blood, that the 
_ Clory of clus may be the End of us all, 
2 And 


they have but one Head, let them be but 
one Body; as they are but one Body, 
{ let them have but one Spirit: The Spi- 
rit of Truth and Holinels, in Doctrine 
and Life be in all. Cale Schiſins and 


Wars in the Chriſtian World: Let them 


(133). 


And that however we ſuffer and ſcatter 
on Farth, we may live and joy together 

in the Bliſs and Felicity of Heaven, by 
the Union of that holy Spirit, and Com- 
munion of that bleſſed Blood. Amen 


and Amen. 


„ . 


4 Colle for the Catholick Church. 


God of Peace, ſend Unity among 
all that profeſs thy Name. As 


not ſpill one another's Blood, for whom 
thy Son ſhed his. Let there not be many 
Hearts under one Head, nor mote Heads 
with it, leaſt they make a Malſlacre in 


thy Body, or a Monſter of it. O let thy 


Sceptre have Obedience, and thine Or» 
ders Obſervance, every where. Suffer 


none by Deluſion or Depravation of 


Mind, or Ambition of Spirit, to pull down 
3 thy 


thy Throne, whilſt they pretend for thy 
e 400 take down thy Houſe to 
ſet up thy Glory ; and let Confuſion and 
Tyranny into thy Church, whilſt they 
profeſs to bring in Liberty and Order. 
From Violence, Avarice, Sacrilege, | 
Schiſm, Hereſy, Anarchy and Tyranny, | 
on thou King of the Church, do thou keep | 
Do thou govern us, and let us 

7 5 oy thee ; Do thou ſave us, and let us | 
ſerve thee: Even all Chriſtian Souls ſave 

throughout the World, Dear Nele 


Auen. 


A Charitable pr for Times of 
Alffliction. 


Lord, that do ft ; not willingly 772 E . 
the Children: of Men ; Behold from 
thy boly Habitation 0 of Heaven: the Mul- 
5 45 F miſerable and afflifled Souls and 
Lives _ ft 1 us, and bave ry #pon 
US. 
HAV E 1 on all Ignorant Souls, 
and inſtrucl them ; on all Deluded Minds, 
and Enlighten un: on all Seducing wy 
Seduced 


Ha 


DW 


Jay W 


( 135) 


| Seduced Spirits. and Convert them. Hawe 
| Mercy on all broken Hearts, and heal them; 3 
_ all ſtruggling with Temptation, and reſcue 
them : All languiſhing in ſpiritual Deſer- 
tion, and rereide them. Have mercy on all 
that ſtagger in Faith, and eſtabliſb them 
That are fallen from thee, and raiſe them ; 
That ſtand with thee, ind confirm hem - 


Hare mercy on all that groan under their 


Sins, and eaſe them ; That bleſs themſelves, 
| and go on in their Wiekedneſs, and curb 
and flop them. Jeſus ! That didft ſhed thy 

Blood for all Souls, to ſave them; ſhed thy. 


holy Spirit on all, "and heal then. 
AND Led, have mercy on all miſera- - 


B ble. Bodies ! Thoſe that are ready to fa- 
} miſh for Want, feed them: Thoſe that are 


hound to Beds of Pain, looſe them : Thoſe 


that are in Priſon and Rewer releaſe e them : 


| Thoſe that are under the Fury of F er ſeci ation, 


and cry under the Toke of Oppreſſzon , 


relieve them: Thoſe that lis ſmarting in 


their Pain and M. ounds, cure them Thoſe 


that are diſtracted in 1 Thoughts and 


Wits, ſettle them ! Thoſe that are in Perils 
of their Eftates and Lives, preſerve them : 


14 5 Teſus | 


( 136) 
Feſws ! That didft freely diftribute thy 
Comforts and Cures to all Miſeries and 
Maladies of Men, when thou waſt on Earth, 
hade mercy on all, and help them ; far or 
near, with us or from us ; Lord, have mers 
cy on all, even every Son and Danghter of 
Adam, at this time in Pain and Anguiſh 
upon the Face of the Earth, ( where-ever 
_ they are, whoſoever they be) what Help 1 
uy pray for my ſelf from Thee, or Com 
fort from Man in their Condition; ] heſeech 
Thee the GO D of all Help and Comfort, 
io give it them. Take them to thy Care, 
and tender them, ſupply them, and ſuccour 
them. Hawe Compaſſion 07 then. and heal i 
them, feſus] That didſt give thy Bloss 
for then, deny not thy Bowels to them: | 
Thou that didſt Redeem them all, P reſerwe 
them : Even all miſerable Souls ad Bodies, 
1 beſcech Thee for thine * Mercies : 
_ Amen. 


Dy = 


GOD who wilt not Taller - us 
. to be tempted above what we 


arc able to bear, ſuccour me that the Tem- 


(17) 
A Prayer againſt the Temptations of 


Troubleſome Times, 


ptations of this time of Trouble does not 


overwhelm me: Diſcover to me the 
ways of thy Proyidence ſo far, that I may | 
BY: why I ſhou'd neither deny it, nor 
doubt it. And make me know thy 
! Judgments to be ſo unſearchable, and 
thy Ways paſt finding our, that I may 
humbly ſubmit my Will to thy Wiſdom, 
and admire and adore that Juſtice which 
I cannot comprehend. Let me not be 
of ſo narrow a Mind as to confine thy 
Work to one World, which thou do'ſt 
not finiſh but in two: Nor let me be 
{ach a Creature of Senſe, as to believe 
thou haſt no other Reward or Puniſh- 
ment, than what I ſee and feel. O let 
my Eyes lock to the End of all, which 
is Heaven, or Hell: And let me env 


no ul Man' 8 e which ſhall end 
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(138) 


in Hell; nor bewail any good Man's 


Wrerchedneſs, who ſhall have Heaven 


for his End. And let me underſtand that 


the Proſperity of Sinners isa heavy Plague, 
becauſe it ſpurs them on to Hell, which 
is the greateſt Puniſhment : And that the 


wee ity of the Saints is to them a Mer- | 

cy, becauſe it is thy Rod, to whip them | 
8 ts Heaven, the beſt Reward. Mean 
- while let me not give a Breaſt full of thy 
Peace, for an Arm full of that Wealth 
which breeds Neſts of Vipers and Ad- 
ders in their Hearts, and continual Stingss 
in their Boſoms : But let me prefer the 


Sufferings of Innocence, before the Spoils 
and Triumphs of Violence. 


O GOD, ſince a guilty G 


is the greateſt Puniſhment on Earth, be- 


cauſe next to Hell; and accuſing and 
condemning thy Providence, and forla- 
king my Innocence, the oreateſt Guilt, 
to that Extremity let no Temptation ever 


lead me. JESUS! keep me from it by 
thy Grace and Mercy. Amen. 


The 


. 


5 
nn 


| The elmeg Trayer. 


Lord, it is thy Promiſe to _—_ 
"whatfouver: 1 ask in thy Son's 


Name; and thou wilt not perform leſs, 


becauſe 1 ask ſo in his Words. In his 


Z bleſſed Breviary therefore I ſum and 
offer up theſe my imperfect Prayers; ſay- 
ing, as he hath taught me, Our Father 
which art in Heaven, c. 


"The Bleſſing ing. 


(o the Father bleſs me; . GOD 
the Son defend me; G O D the 


: Spirit preſerve me, and all mine and his, 
| now and evermore. Amen. 


Se 
15 


(149) 


frerabrairatgt: 
con RO ane 5 
96 


EVENING PRAYER. | 


Fat, XLIV, LXXVII , LXXVIIT, or 
e LXXXIII, XCVIII, 8 
CXXXVI, CXL, CxII. 


Proper Leſſons 


2 Chron, XIII, or XX. 1 Cor. X. or 
Jobs 0. | NE, 


1 . —Y 
wi. 


— — * 


4 Collett « or Hor 6 Rovenge. 


T HOU to whom Vengeance 
belongeth, keep me from a re- 
vengeful Spirit, that I fall not into the 
Hands of thy Vegeance : And ſince it 
is thy Will that I ſhould exerciſe Pity, 
and Patience, and Pardon, let me not 
ſtudy Revenge, and Returns of Injuries. 
What tho? I have loſt my Eſtate wrong- 
fully, and been turn'd out of my Place 
for my Loyalty to the King, yet have I 
not 


. * 141 ) 
not juſtly deſerved it for my Rebellion 
againſt thee my God? Why ſhould I then 


meditate Revenge againſt the Inſtruments 


whom thou, O Lord, haſt made the juſt 


Executioners of thy Will for my deſerts: 
O help me rather to look unto thee, who 
have juſtly ſuffered theſe things to 'befal 
me for my Sins, than to ſtudy Revenge 
againſt thoſe that have injur'd me, Thou, 

O moſt meck and merciful Saviour, didſt 


pray for thy bloody Enemies! O jet me 


then forgive my greateſt Foes Commit- 
ting my Cauſe to thee, who wilt do 


Juſtice for me on them, i I leek not to 


- 8 my ſelf; and for thy ſelf upon 


if I do. "Thing, O Lord, is the 


- of Vengeance, and thine 1s the 


ſharpeſt Sword. O let me not dare ro 


take it out of thy Hand! Leſt while I 


ſtrike others, 1 fall juſtly by thy Sword. 
Tho? fleth and blood provoke me to it, 
let thy holy Spirit withhold me from 


it: 4 caſt and keep out of me that 
evil Spirit, by thy Power, O good God 


and Saviour, for thy infinite Mercies 
lake, 1 


0 449 

A Colle of Prayer againſt Malice. 

Yu. Divine Goodneſs, this vo ; 
0 not bawe' me be of a revengeful Spi. 1 
rit, neither wouldſt thou hade me be of 
4 malicious Spirit; 510 therefore, O Lord, 
be pleaſed to keep me from Malice, which L 
is the wery Soul of Satan, amd Sin f 
the Devil : Thou, O God, art Love, but | 
He is Haired; nll if Malice be in me, I 
all be as be 3s, even one whom (unleſs 
thou hateſt thy le F) thou canſt not love 
Thou haſt 3 that I ſhould love 
my Enemies, and woulaſt not have me be 
malicious againſt them, nor bear them ill 
will for what they have done to me, but 
rather to pray for them ; yea, tho they uſe 
me deſpitefully, thou mou not Be nie 
be deſpiteful towards them. And therefore 
from | uch a hateful and damning Diſpo ſi- 
tion, 5 Lord, deliver me: Let not Satan's 
Brand be on my Breaſt, and his Soul in my 
Bod), left being marked for him, he ſeixe 
me as his own, But, 0 Lord; do thou 


ſtamp me as thy own, and ſet the "of of thy. 
Love 
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Lowe on my Heart, that I may be aunt by 
thee, and have thy Badge continually upon 
me, which is, That we loweone another: O 
let me not wear the Devil's Badge, in a 
wiſible or ſecret Malice to any. Make me, 
O Lord, a Child of thy Family, a Dove of 
thy Flick, without any gall or rancor, a Lamb. 
| of thy Fold, harmleſs to all, aud not doing * 
= Miſchief to any; but delighting, like thy 
* bleſſed Self, to do good unto all; even for 
| bis ſake, 25 is holy, harmleſs, and undle· 


filed, who did good to all, and evil to none, 


even Joe Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A ColleS * Grace. 


F O THOU dat haſt promiſed thy 


BK Spirit to them that ask it, 
give me thy Grace, O God]; that being 


5 en der, thereby, 1 may ak Cou- 
rage and Conſtancy engage all my ſpiri- 


tual Enemies, and ſubdue them: That I 
may pals my Pilgrimage here in thy Fear, 
and at laſt receive my Triumphs in thy 
Glory: Through the Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Col. 
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A Collect for Peace. 


Let it be ratified and confirmed in thy 


Blood, and maintain it in me by thy holy 
7 Spirit. Amen. Amen. 


A Collect for Health. 


I is the wonder of thy Provi- 
1 dence, O Lord, that a Body ſub- 
a ject to 1 1 Frailties, and 


Caſualties every. Day „ ſhould enjoy 
Health or Life an Hour; yet through 


thy — 2 have both at this inſtant. 
Lord 


FN COD of Peace which art in- 

comprehenſible, give me thy 
Peace, which paſſes all underſtanding: 5 
Let me ſo live according to thy Rule, 
that I may have Peace with my Conſci- 
ence; and let me be ſo rulcd by thy 
Will and Word, that my Conſcience 
may have Peace with thee; 
an everlaſting Peace with me, and let 
me never do that which has any tenden- 


cy to break that League. Dear Jeſus! Þ 


Lord, make 
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Lord, continue to me what I have, and 
let me {o 1 improve it to thy Honour, that 
thou may' ſt continue it; and ſuffer me 


not by any Sin to provoke thee to take 


it away from me, and to ſmite me with 
Sickneſs. Hear me, I beſeech thee, for 
Jelus Chriſt ms lake. Amen, 


* Colle for Friends, 
Lord, it is Toy 11 f or Han to 


Haas and live * on Earth; 


but the Foy of all Joys to live with thee * 


Heawen. I beſeech thee, let this Happineſs 


be the Portion of all whom thou hat made 
more Nearly and Dearly to be Mine. Let 
us ſo live in thy Service, that we may dye 
in thy Salvation. In "the mean while, 

what we want of any earthly Good neceſſary 


for us, Give us: What is amiſs, and of- 


fenſ we to thy Heavenly Majeſiy in any of 


, Forgive us: What is requiſite to make 
10 ſ to ſerve thee now, that thou may ſt 


ſave us then, in thy Bounty beſtow upon 


us ; Even Trath and Grace, aright to See 
aud Seek thy Face, in 1 770 Cir our Lord. 
Amen, 
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A Prayer for the Kingdom. 


ſolations to us, Preſerve us | Our 


Sms cry aloud for thy Vengeance upon us, 


Pardon us ! Thy Mercies hade been great 
to this Nation ; 0 Lord, remember them ! 
Thy Dee of us hade been many; 
0 3 renew them ! That Iniquity be not 
cur utter Ruin, give us Repentance ! The 
Guilt and Blood upon us, Forgive ! Our 
 Breaches, Repair] The Order which may 
bring Peace, Eſtabliſh Ihe Government 
hen haſt Eftabliſh'd, maintain! What is 

ſt and Right in thine Eyes, ſet up] What 
Hon ſecſt Evil, caſt down ] What makes 


the Nation miſerable, Remove! What may 


make it happy, Reſtore ! Lord, for thy 
Mercies ſake, jay, We have been miſerable 


enough, and make us more happy. Let the 


Lieh1 of thy Countenance ſhine again upon 
1s, and graut us thy Feace! The Power 
and Authority which may procure it, Pre- 
ſerve ; and thoſe to whom thou haſt given 
that Fon er, Bleſs them to us, and us in 


them, 


Lord, Our Difirailions threaten De- 


(147 1 
them , and all in thee. For Jeſus Chriſt 
His ſake, Amen. 


A Colle for the Church Catholick. 
Ehold, O God and Father of our Lord 


. 
a 2 Jeſus Chriſt; I, a Chriſtian, and 
Cone of his True Carbolick Church, Pray 
5 thy Mercies on my good and great Moth XX, 
and all my Brethren, and her Children, in 
e Þ thee and thy Son. Fir Errors among ſt them, 


r WW ſend them Truth; For Schiſiu, Unity ; For 
Y Bp Superſtition, Warrantable Worſhip ; For 
1 Confu ſion, Order; For Prophaneneſs, Picty ; 
9 For V. ariance, Concord ; For War, Peace; 
+ BU That all may, as one Body, with one Mind, 
and Heart, and Mouth, and Knee, Belize, 

7 Love, Confeſs, Adore, and ſo Serve. Thee. Y 
y and Him whom thou bf ſent, Jeſ. 140 Chriſt 
le ( the Great Lord and Common Saviour of 
de | #5 all) as thou may 0 ſave us all in the 
n Morld to come ! O Thou Head of the Church, 
cr WW Save thy Body ! By thy Blood, Cleauſe it; . 
e- 6% thy Spirit, Sanctif) it; by thy Pawes 
n Freſerve it, and ever ) Linh of it, Hear 
in _ Amen, 


15 K 2 5 A 


Child; yet be Thou, O Lord, (as Thou 
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A Colle& for the Church. 


Church, let not this poor Mem- 


ber of it on us, Periſh! What it is, 
Thou ſeeſt, Lord; With Pity behold us: 


What i It was, Thou knowelt ; O Lord, 


an Mercy reſtore us: Thy Primitive Or- 
der in Chriſtian Truth and Worthip, , for 
the ſaving of Souls, which is caſt down, 
ſet up: The preſent Confuſions, Di- 
ae Innovations, Errors, Which 
are got up, caſt down: St up thy Glory, 
O Lord, amongſt us; And what is ſet 
apart to ſupport. it, do Thou maintain, 


and continue to us, and our Polletitice 


after us, for Jeſus Chriſt his lake. Amen. 


4 Collect for Safety. 


Orgive, O Lord, the Forfcleures 1 
have made of thy Protection, by 


the Wandrings of my Life: And tho 


J have not been (as I ſhould) a Dutiful 


_EVEL 


Chriſt, Head of thy Body the 


Sao ee rn ow c ß ca 7 i 


— 


„„ O40. 
ever art) a Merciful Father: Forget not 
thy Fatherly Goodneſs to me, who pray 


thy Pardon for offending Thee, Thy 
Grace to ſerve Thee; and Thy 0 


dence to preſerve me this Night, and 


| evermore, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 
A Prayer fe one in in Aﬀfilion 


Lord, That Affliction Which is now 
my Lot, is the Reſult of thy good 


Pleaſure; and as ſuch, let me eye it and 


improve it, to reclaim me from evil 


Ways, and to direct my Courle into 
thoſe that are good. If it be ſo grievous 


to bear it for a Time, what is it, O God, 


to ſuffer it, and ten fond times more 
Milery | thas it, for Ever! Then if it be 
ill, let it be thy Rod to reclaim me; 


and it good, thy Staff to make me ſtand. 


| better in Grace, and advance me to thy 
Glory ; thy Fan to purge me, thy Fur- 
Nace to prove me. So Adverſity to my 


Body be the Proſperity of my Soul, let 


it come and welcome, O Lord; that 


K 3 my 
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my Soul may at laſt everlaſtingly vrofp er 
with Thee, in that Day of Bliſs which 
knows no Cloud of III, nor End of Good 
to Eternity. Since Affliction is a Sign of 
thy Mercy, a Badge of thy Favour, and 


a2 Means of Glory, let me not be impa- 


tient under it, leſt I perpetuate my Woes 
to two Worlds; and whom Thou haſt 


but for a Time, "make my ſelf miſerable 


for ever. Bleſled Jeſus! who didſt go 


from a Croſs to a Crown, and doeſt Croſs | 


me to Crown me, let me carry mine pa- 
tiently, that I may come to thy Throne; 
and not caſt my ſelf from a Croſs f 
Moe, into a Gulph of Confuſion. From 
ſuch Miſcarriages under my preſent Affli- 
ctions, O Lord deliver me. Dear Jeſus! 
By the Merits and Example of thy holy 
Croſs, and by the Virtues and Works of 
thy holy Spirit, Do it for me, and San- 
5 Clify 1 it to me. Amen. 
| -'P 


A Cons, 
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A Concluding Prayer. 


) Fhold, O Lord, what I have pray- 

ed unto thee for, and grant, I hum* 
y beſcech thee, the Requeſts that | have 

0 up unto Thee this Evening, and hear 


the Petitions of thy Servant: And do for 
me, for the Nation, for thy Church, and 
for all Eſtates and Conditions therein, 


not only according to what haveprayed, 4 
but according to what I ſhould and oupht 


to have prayed, and what any elſe have 


prayed with me, for Jeſus Chriſt his fake, 


in whoſe Name I have preſented them, 
with whole Words I delire to pern Y 


and Perfect my Prayers : Beſeeching 
Thee, That his Spirit may breathe in 
thoſe Words in which I know l Pray 


both what, and as I ought : And there- 
fore (as Devoutly) Confidently fay , 


Our Father wiich art in Heaven, &c. 


E The 


— —A—.·ĩͤ—0A—— 
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The Bleſſing. 


Leſſed are the Afﬀfticted and Troubled, 


| and thoſe that mourn under thoſe 
| Calamities we feel and fear : The Bleſſing 
. and Comfort of God the Father, and the 
| Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 


Conſolations of the holy Spirit, be upon me, 
and upon all ſuch ſad and ſorrowful Souls 
with we, this Night and evermare, Amen. 


Medi- 


. OO 
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Meditations and Prayers 
F OR TH E 


HOLY COMMUNION, 


BOTH ; 


— 


* 


A Meditation befor the nase the - lol : 


Communion. 


\ My dearLord! Thy Paſſion — 


me full of all Paſſion! I am in 


Love, and yet J hate ; I have my Long- 


ings and my Loathings : I both rejoice 


and grieve, and cheriſh Hope and Fear! 
TJ am incens'd and raviſh'd. 


I am in love with thee, Q- bleſſed 7 
Jeſus! 1 am enamour'd of thy Perſon, 
O thou God-Man ! The Son of God 1 
The Beauty of Heaven and Earth! The 

Centre 
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Centre of all created and uncreated 
Excellency ! The Mirror of the God- 
head! The Wonder of Angels! The 
Glory of Mankind! I am inflamed with 
thy Love! Thou mad'ſt thy Love to 
Lazarus legible in thy Tears ( ſee how 
Ve loved him, ſaid the Jews ) and ſhall not 
1 read it in thy Wounds?! They ſaw Love 
in thy dripping Eye, and ſhall not J in thy 
bleedins Side? They, in the bot Water 
thou didſt beſtow on his dead Body, and 


hall not I ſee it in that reaking Blood thou 


ſneddeſt for my loſt and dying Soul? O 
let not my Heart be ſo hard to {ec thoſe 
Wounds of ſo great Love to me, and 


yet to have no Woundings of Affection | 


for thee! For thee, Lord ! Yes, and all 
in Heaven and Farth that have Relation 

to thee. | 
J am allo 77 | FOG with the God and 
Father of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
would give his Son, his only gon; the 
Son of his Love, i to ſuffer on Earth, 
for a Time, chat! might not ſuffer for 
Cver in Hell. 
1 am allo in Lov? with thee, O thou 


* e 


TW) - - 
Bleſſed and Holy Spirit of GO D, who 
didſt anoint ſeſus to be my Chriſt ; and 


thereby Inaugurate him to his Crown of 


Thorns, and bleſſed, tho' moſt bloody 
Paſſion, which he . for me. 


Law in Love with the whole Bleſſed by 
Trinity, whole glorious Filence and in- 
effable Unity I adore, tho Icannot com- 


prehend; and whoſe Counſels fill my 
Soul with the higheſt Admiration, tho 


I am never able to ſearch out their unfa- 

thomable Depth 

have allo Lowe for the Sons of Men, 

for tbem eſpecially for whom my Lord 
jeſus ſhed his precious Blood, thereby to 

make them the Sons of God, and Brothers 


of Chriſt: Thy Croſs, O Jeſus, ſhall 


make all Mankind my Friends; for where 


thou gavelt thy Blood, why ſhould not 1 


give my Heart! 


THUS, Lord, I Lowe all f for thee, and 

i thee in + And now I will Joe my ſelf 
for thy fake amongſt them - O Lord, I 
am one in whom is thy Fleſh, a Man; 1 


am one in whom is thy Spirit, a Chriſtian ; 


lam one for whom thou didſt ſhed thy 


"Boos, 
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Blod, on whom thou haſt ſhed thy Spi- 
"08? (A redeemed eſteemed Man by 
thee) and ſhall I be ſo poor, as to value 
Dirt to thy Blood ? Shall I he tempted 
to give my ſelf from thee, to the Fleſh, 
and to the World? O Lord, I will value 
thy Blood more, I will keep the Spirit bet- 
ter, I will ſet a higher Price on my ſelf, 


than to ſell thy bleſſed Purchaſe to the 


Dewil, for a baſe Piece of fleſh, and = 
{mall Portion of the World. So am * 
and let me ever be in love with thee, 6 


Lord. 


BUT, 0 Sin! I am in hate 1 thee, ü 


for my own, and for my Saviour's fake! 
O thou Enemy of God and Man, how 
execrable art thou! More than Heart can 
think That madeſt him lamentable more 
than Eye ſaw. 


AND, O Devil ! I hate thee, Who 
didſt tempt Man out of Paradiſe, and 


ſo draw Chriſt to a Croſs : And could 


thy Temptations have prevaiPd, and thy 
Power been equal to thy Malice, wouldſt 


have caſithe ſecond Adam out too : : that 


{o nor the Firſt, nor his Seed, might ever 
have come 1n again, AND, 


Imp of the Devil; who of his Jews and - 
\ Gentiles couldſt find Hands for ſuch horrid 
Acts and Sins that made thoſe bloody 
Paſſions, So Sin, Devil, World, forthe 

Death of my King, and Lord, and Carine, 


for the Lord! My ſoul longeth for God, 


jn the preſence of of God? God dying once, 


fore the dying-living God? 


Re 1 
AND, O World! I abbor thee, As 1 


you have my Hate. 
I have allo my Longings too 1 long 


even the living God. (Yea, even for the 


dying God!) W hen ſpall I come and appear 


yet living ever | When ſhall I come be- 


I long for the Chariot that will bring 
me to thee, and will Kiſs 3 it, tho it be 
a Croſs. 
I long for the Im which will lodge 
me near thee, and will Embrace it, _ 
it be a Gates: 1 8 

I long for the Bed which will ide me 
co thee, and will climb to it, tho” it be 
6%%ͤĩ ͤðÜA 

O Cup of Salvation, 1 will not 7 91 
thee, tho' full (even to the Martyrs 
Meaſure) of Blood ; it from him, thou 

halt 


830 


4 ſhale be drank, and yet deem'd nothing = 
to thy Saviour „ Blood. 


Ilong to be in thy Courts, where thou 
art pre ſent in Spirit! To be in thy boly 25 
Temple, (which is thy Chamber) at oh 


Aliarand Table, which 1s the Chair of thy 


Treſence; yea, where in high and incffa- 


ble Myſtery, I find a preſence of thy Fo- | 


dy, and keep both a Commemoration and 


Communion of it and thy Blood. But as 
I have my Longings, ſo I have my Loa- 


things. 


I Loath the Life in which I cannot ſee 


Thee: At beſt, an Exile; at worſt, * 
Trouble to thee. : 


1 Loath my ſelf for caſting away Lows - 


on ſo bale and unworthy a Life: ; where 


J do either cruciſy thee with my Sins, or 


wound thee with my Miſeries Where 1 


renew thy Paſſ on by my Guilts, or thine 


| Agony by my Conflicts. 


I hath my ſelf for loving thee no 
more, who haſt lovd me ſo much. Ilike- 


wiſe loath my ſelf for loving Sin ſo 


much, which has been ſo great an Enemy 


to my deareſt Lord, - — - But then 1 have 


allo my Joys. ö 
1 | 
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I Foy in thy Croſs, not in thy Grief, 


O cbriſt. For can I ſee thy Sacred Body 


all Gore, and my Heart not bleed? The 
Spear be in thy Heart, and u0 Sword at 
ine 2] will not, I cannot endure it, O 
my dcareſt Lord: No! I Joy in the Root, 


thine Infinite Mercy, O God; And in the 


Fruit, the Perfect Redemption of Man ! 
tris finiſhed, Ves, Bleſſed be the Blood 
that was the Price; and bleſſed be the 


Body that laid out that Blood! The Sa- 


tiofaction is full! Salvation 1 is ſure! Sin 


is nail'd! Hell foiPd ! Satan chain'd! The 


World baffpd! The Fleſh wounded 1 


Death ſlain! The Gtave buried! Every 
Adverſary's Power is conquer'd by Chriſt, 


Triumphant in the Chariot of his Croſs 


over all: All is finiſhed. 
THERE are ſome very laviſh in 
their Praiſes of the Wood of the Croſs - 


But it was the Blood of the Croſ. s by which 


Redemption is purchaſed. And what 


Good doth not grow from and upon that 


Pulpit of Repentance, Pillar of Faith, 


Anchor of Hope, Magazine of Charity, 


Armory of Mortiſication, School of Pa- 


tience, 


„ 
tience, Mirror of Obedience, Rock of 
Conſtancy, Shop of Humility, (the whole 


Duty of a Chriſtian.) O bleſſed Root of 


God's Mercy, that bringeſt forth the hap- 


Þy Fruit of Man's Grace and Glory! O Tree 1 


of Death, more bleſſed than the Tree of 
Life, chat haſt ſuch a Root, and ſuch 
Fruit Thus are my Joys Triumphane in 
thy Croſs = - - - But 
1 Grieve to ſee Thee Crucify'd again, 


| O Chriſt, and my Soul is Crucify'd for 


having a Hand in thy Croſs: Woe to the 


World for Offences, which make Thee 


bleed afreſh, and bring Thee to thy 
Croſs again. Woe is me that ſee Thee 
daily Crucify'd betwixt Hereticks and 


Schiſmaticks, Thieves of thy Truth; be- 


twcen Hypocrites and Profligates, Thieves 
of thy Grace; amidſt Men of Intem- 
perate Heats and Cools in Oy 
Thieves of thy Honour. _ 
I rieve to ſee Thee Crucify di in vain : 
So much of the World loft, when all was 
paid for! A Price ſalficicnt to have ran- 
ſom'd not a World only, but a Hell- full 
of Devils. Eflectual {only to a Handful of 
Men. 
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Men. Yea, even 15 7 1 Holy Pale, 
which ſhould preſerve thy Blood té a 
drop, wo is me! how is it ſpilt to a 
ſtream! Whilſt ſo many make void by 
| their Sins, the healing Virtue of wh 


precious Blood! By Unbelief, how many 


{ Millions are loſt out of the Church! And 
| by Misbelief, how many Thouſands in 
it! And by Miſcarriage of Life, how 
many Thouſands of Millions both in and 
out! My Heart bleeds to ſee thy Creed 
without Faith, thy Decalogue without 
Obedicnce, thy Prayer without Uſe, thy 
Sacraments without Reverence! Nay, to 


ſee it made Faith, Conſcience, Devotion, . 
Zeal, to have no Reſpect to Sacrament, 


Prayer, Decalogue or reed! And, Lord, i 

what Tears, even of Blood, are ſufficient 
to bewail it! O my dear Lord! Can my 
Eyes ſee thee thus Crucify'd again Twice, 


110 in vain Once, and my Heart ud 
grieve! - - -- And yet tho' J gricve, 1 am | 
not without Hope. And, 

I hope in Thee, and the Blood of why 


| Croſs alone. JL hope for Pardon, becauſe 


I read 1 it ſeal'd in thy Blood! 1 hope for 
* 28 ' *  Salva- 
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Salvation, becauſe I find it Porchaſed' un- 
der that Seal. Wilt thou not make good 1 
thy Seal? Wilt thou not prefer thy Pur- 

| chaſe? Nor Sin nor Devil then ſhall 
Damn me, O Chriſt ; he ſhall not ſteal 
thy Purchaſe, nor make void thy Seal. 
Thy Blood is my Plea againſt both: In 


it 1 Pe my Pardon and Salvation written ; 


nor care I, ſo thou be my Advocate, fo 


Saint or Ang el to ſet to their Hands, 
hope in Thee for my Salvation, © 


AND ſo I do for my Mother”; 8 = 


the Spouſe bought with thy Blood, and 


lov'd as thy Body. O Lord, thou ut her 


Saviour, and ſhall ſhe want thy Salvation? 


O let he not want thy Bowels, for whom 5 
thou gaveſt thy Blood! Behold her Miſe- 
Ties, and forge her Sins! ! Till thy! Blood 5 


hath no Virtue, ſhe is not without. Hope. 


And I know, O Lord, that the Sean 
of thy Blood are not yet drain'd, and : 
thar the Sea of thy Mercy ſtill flows as 
frcſh and free as ever. And therefore will 


1 hope ſtill.—hBut, 


I fear too: I dread . "Thy 8 


Croſs Was made of Adam 8 Tree: 1 fear, 


becauſe 
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becauſe he fell: I dread Befction : * 
want both Dawid's Grace, and Solomon's : 
Wiſdom ; and yet though I had both, 
ſhou' d fall, if thou forſak'ſt me: On Ms 
Croſs thy Diſciples left thee, but let me 
never leave thee: I dread Apoſiacy | o 
keep me from that Sin from which even 
thy Blood, thy Croſs cannot or will not 
ſave me. But then, 
I fear my ſelf for all this: As my Sins 
naibd thee to thy Croſs, ſo my Corrup- 
tion rivets me in my Sins. The Heart 1 
deceitful above all things, and mine is 
deſperately wicked, and full of divers 
t Luſt and Abominations. And therefore 
from a Tempeſt of Temptation, from the 
| Gulph of Spiritual Deſertion, from the 
Precipice of Apoſtacy, and from my ſelf 
ve all, by the Vertue of ry Croſs, 
deliver me, O Lord. 
= Chriſt, my Spirit 1 18 incensd, and 1 5 
am full of Indignation for che Aﬀeonts 
and Injuries done unto thee ! To ſee thy 
Blood ſpilt or ſcorn'd; to ſee thy Paſſion 
forgot, or abus d; Thy Love without 


| Memory or Value, Fel Pains without 
E- 2 Belief 


(14) 
Belief or (e Who can endure, 
O bleſſed Jeſus! to ſee thy Croſs made | 
the Devil's Standard? And thy. Wounds | 
(the only Shelter for Sinners) turn'd into 
Cities ot Refuge for Sins? To ſee thy 
Paſlion made the Nurſe of Preſumption, 
and thy Mercy the Milk of all Abomi- 
nations? When Indignation kindles in 
| thy poor Servant's Soul at ſo great Indig- 
nities, how is it that Wrath flames not 
out in Thine? How is it? Even fo it is, 
becauſe thou art Jeſus! Loveſi to fave, 
and art loth to deſtroy; Waiteſt our Re- 
Pentance, and waveſt chy Vengeance. 
I am raviſh'd with that good Spirit 
of thine, O Chriſt! Thou hadſt it on the 
Croſs, ad keepeſt it on the Throne! 
here | it appcars, it doth raviſh me : In 
thy Lips! Thou Praycſt their Pardons, | 


that are ſhedding thy Blood! And thirſt. 


_ eſt for their Salvation, that are Butcher- 
ing thy Body! In thy Arms! Stretch'd 
out to Embrace all on Earth, and there- 

fore ſtrike not, tho” in all the Power of 

Heaven! In thy Eyes! As Thou waſt 
with one of my Mothers, I am with one 


q ——_ 
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of Thine. Thy Fury frights me, OLord: 2 
Thy Favour is that One: The Eye with 
which thou didſt look at the poor Thief, 
and give him both thy Pardon and thy 
Paradiſe : The Eye by which thou didſt 
look at thy dear Mother; and amidſt all 
thy Wounds chuſe her a Guardian, and 
have her in thy Cares.The Eye with which 
thou did'ſt look at the dear Diſciple, 
and Adopt him, of thy Servant, thy Mo- 
ther's Son. The Eye by which chou didſt 
look at poor Sinners to be ſaved, a Church 

to be bought, and Worldto be ranſom'd: f 
But, in thy Heart, O Lord, O what an 
Apparition fee I there! Through the 
bloody Door of thy Wounded Breaſt, 
a Houle full of Nothing but Goodnefs, . 
Pity, Patience, Mercy! O what a Per- 
ſpective is chere by the way of the Spear! 
To ſee the Proſpect of a poor Sinner's ſole 
Deligbt, a Heart full of Grace and Fa- 
vour, in the Breaſt of a Jeſus! A Saviour's 
Heart! From that Heart, with that Eye, 


O Chriſt, behold the Afflided Macke 


(thy Church) and thy dear Diſciple, her 
Child! Ercathe Comfort to her for whom 


L 3 thou 
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hw gaveſt Blood! And to him who is 
the Son of her Comfort! Make Peace 
between Mother and Children, where 
there ſnould be Love. Let them live by 
one Spirit, that are bought with one 


Blood! And no longer be one another": = = 
| Croſs, but bear one another's Burdens, 


Dart, Lord, from that bleſſed Eye of 
Pity, theſe Favours on the Face of that 
bleeding Body; and with thy Arms, 


Nail'd once to a Croſs, now extended 5 


on a Throne, Embrace ber : and uphold 


Foe Lit Advance her Throne for 
Tn whom thou didſt endure thy Croſs; O 


Thou who didſt with thy Fingers work 
| Heaven and Earth, and upholdeſt all 


things by the Word of thy Power, thoſe | 
whom the World treads 45 foot, take 
thou into thy Arms! In thy bleſſed Arms, 


Oo thou Omnipotent and All. merciful : 
Maker and Saviour of the World, in thy 
bleſſed Arms I leave the wounded Mo- 


ther, and at thy Feet I lay the Beet 
Child. 


IE sus, oth theſe holy Paſſions 
in me, which my Heart hath conceived, 


and 


2 
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and my Tongue now brought forth be- 
fore Thee! Let thy holy Paſſion ever 


breed them in me, and thy Spirit Nurſe 


them for thee, even by the Merits of thy 
bloody Paſſion, I beſeech Thee. Amen 


Amen. © 


A Prayer before ein to the 2 Com- 
munion, Acknowledging and Depreca- 
ting our Cmportbincſs. 


Lord, I am every where in thy 
preſence, and under thy Eye, and 


therefore ſhowd be prophane no where; 
but thy ſpecial Preſence and Face is in 


thy Temple: There therefore I ſhould be 


more holy ;and thy Chair and Scat is at 
thy Table, "and therefore there I ſhould 


be yet more fo: Even the Angels are not 


pure enough for ſuch a Heavenly Pre- 


ſence ; how then ſhall a poor mortal 
Man appear at ſo high and holy a Ser- 

vice? How {hall I dare to Communicate 
with Thee, that deſerve not to come be- 
fore Thee + Lord, ſince I cannot com: 
as I ſhou'd, pure, I will endeavour by 


L 4 thy 
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thy Grace, to come as I may, penitent. 
1 in be more humble, becauſe leſs holy; 

and more waſh'd , becauſe ſo filthy. 
And O Lord, give me Grace ſo to come. 

Let me look over my Life in the Glaſs 


oF thy Law, and make me waſh with 


my Tears what? 1s polluted in my Ways ; 3 
and cleanſe in Chriſt's Blood what I 
waſh with my Tears : O Lord, in aBath 
of this Water warm'd in that Blood, 
flowing from a Sinners bleeding Heart, i 


and Saviour's bloody Side, ſhall I not be 


clean if I waſh? Pierce my Heart, O Lord 


© that I may repent; open my Heart that 


I may believe, that {ol may waſh and 
be clean! Tho' I did not live, let me 


believe aright ; and let me love whom I . 


do believe, even thee, O God, Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who didſt ſend 
thy Son to ſhed his Blood and redeem 


me; and thee, O Son of God, who 


dudft come and ſhed thy Blood to make 


a Bath and heal me; and alſo thee, 0 


holy Spirit of God, by whoſe Grace Ind. 
Work upon my Heart, I come to have 
the Benefits of chat Blood. And whom 


I love, 
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1 love, let me not grieve Lord, Tet me 
no more offend thee .: Let my He art be 
{ct to lerve thee, reſolved to pleaſe thee: 


And do thou accept me, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt. Amen. ; 


A Prayer before the Holy Communion, 
to be Pardon'd, and Prepar” d for it. 


EAR Saviour ! that haſt given thy 
Fleſh and Blood to be my meat and 
drink, and now mnviteſi me to thoſe hea- 
venly Dainties. Who am I, woful and 
wicked Wretch that T am, that I ſhould 
dare with my unworthy Hands to receive 
thoſe high and holy Myſteries ! Original- 
ly „ actually de filed; and even 
 fince my aft Coming and Communicating 
( for all my Vows and Froteſtations before 
thee ) again ard again polluted. In theſe 
Straits and Sireſſes of Spirit, how ſhall my 
Soul be ſatis fred * ? If I come not at thy Call, 
I rebel againſt thy Mercy : If I come, I 
treſpaſs upon thy Purity: O my. Gd 'F 
will not ſtand out a Rebel ; but rather fall 
down. an bumble Suppliant before thee, I 


ant 


— 
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am guilty, Lord, pardon me: I am polled, 


Lord, purge me: Ibo guilty, tho polluted, 


IT am thy ranſonred Soul, dear Redeemer, 
5 ſave me | Let the Merits of thy precions 


Blood, cleanſe me from the Guilts upon me! 


Let the Graces of thy holy Spirit ſanctify 
me from the Stains within me | Let the 
 Sighs and Tears which come from my bleed- 
ing Heart, waſh off thoſe Blots by Virtue 

f that precious Blood ! Let the Cries and 
Prayers which now come from my believing 
Soul, obtain thoſe. Graces from thy holy 
Spirit. True Repentance and Humility, a 
lively Faith and Charity, with all thoſe 
holy aaa heavenly Thoughts and Affectious 
which may diſpoſe and prepare me for thee 


Hy theſe fit my Soul for thy ſelf, and my 


Body with my Soul to be an bol) Houſe 
and Habitation for thee ! Let thy holy Spi- 


rit and Body enter into me; come, dear Re- 
deemer, come to the Price of thy Blood; ; ſeize 
thine own, and ſave me. Poſſeſs my Soul, 


| feed me, and preſerve me. Hereafter. let 


me 3 more Grace than to grieve thee. 


Give me care to keep my Body (thy Tem- 


ple) more pure from Jin, and holy to thee; 


and 


6. 


and my | Heart ( thy Bed) more chan from 


Luſt, and unde filed before thee ! In the 


Strength of thee, the living Bread, let me 
grow more able to ſerve thee, And by Virtue 

of ſo near an Union and Communion with | 
thee, let not mine, but thy holy Spirit Au — 


benceforth lighten, lead and enliven me; 


that I may ſhun Sin, which thou hateſt, a 


daily do thoſe Duties of Devotion and Chari- 


ty which pleaſe thee : So let this holy Sacra» 


ment at once Seal to me thy Mercy and my 


Glory; where J ſhall for ever Communicate 


with thee in perfect Furity and Felicity! 
Jo that happy Communion, by thy Grace, 


dear Saviour, ever prepare me; and now 


for a boly a with thee. Amen, a 


Amen: Say Amen Lord Jeſus. 8 


4 Prayer at our ' Receiving the % 


Communion. 


IDST Thou not invite me to 
D thy holy Table, O Lord, I durſt 
not come: Now thou calleſt me, I dare 

not keep away: And yet a do 


conſider Who ang What is s here, I fear 


and 


TOTF 
and tremble to come. Thou, O Lord: 


art a holy and dreadful Ma jeſty, and ſo 1 


thy Myſteries be. Holy Bread, and holy 


Wine ; a moſt holy Body and Blood 


No taint in his Blood, who is G GD as 
well as Man: The Lamb of God, Imma- 
culate, Undefiled, without Spot; All- 

pure, moſt High and Holy! But alas, 1 

am unclean, unclean, unclean ; origi- 

nally, actually, every way; in Heart, 

Hand and Lips; throughout Childhood, 1 


Youth and Manhood, moſt unworthy E 


to a: ra a Preſence ſo pure, who am 
ſo unholy ! 
Nau, Lord! But 1 Men my 
5 Uncles une, 1 renounce. my own Un... 
worthineſs : 1 come, not becauſe wor- 
thy, but needy ! I come to be made 
clean and worthy : That Body and Blood 
can make me clean, (it is my Saviour“ ) 
And his Merits can make me worthy |! 


Z (They are thy Son's, O Lord!) And here 


is a Conveyance of that bleſſed Body and 

Blood; ( It is thy Sacrament!) 
LORD! Think me worthy for his 
lake, and make me worthy for thy 
Merctes 
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Mercies ſake, by my coming. Giye my 
Sins, thy Pardon; my Soul, thy Grace; 
my Self, thy Acceptance in thy B. loved. 
And what thou doeſt convey, ſeal to me 
by what I now receive from thee, the 
bleſſed Body and Blood of Nut Chriſt 


our Lord. Amen. 


-” Prayer and Thankſgiving after the 1 recei- 


ving the * Communion. 5 


AR DON, O Fächer. the 18 
and Infirmities of thy poor Child, 

which have paſs'd in thy holy Service, 
| Whether before, or in, or ſince the Sacra- 
ment. And in and for the precious Blood 
of thy holy Child Jeſus, of which I have 
had = 145 Communion, ſeal me my 
Pardon! And behold and accept thy 
Servant, from a Heart full of thy Love, 
pouring out Praiſes to thee, for the in- 
eſtimable Benefits received in thoſe high 
and holy Myſteries! What am I, O Lord, 
or what is in me, that thou ſhouldeſt do 
this great Honour and Favour to me? I 
am unworthy to touch the Threſholds of 
thy 


„ ( 174 ) 
thy Houſe, and thou haſt taken me to 
thy Table! I am not worthy to ſtand 
amongſt thy Saints, and thou haſt made 
me ſit with my 2 wibur ] am not wor- 
thy to come before thee, and fall down 
| before thy Footſtool, and thou haſt been 
pleaſed to come into me, and make my 
Heart thy Throne! I am not worthy to 


cat the Bread of Men, and thou haſt 


given me the Bread of Angels; : yea, Lord, 
the Angels hunger, but have not this 
Bread! What they admire, I have re- 
ceived; hom they adore, 1 have enter- 
tained: The Body and Blood of Jeſus, 
their Mirror, is my Meat: Chriſt and 
they are Two, but and my Saviour are 
One, Fleth of his Fleſh, and Bone of his 
Bone; one Blood, git Body! O un- 
ſpcakable Myſtery! © ö incomparable 
Mercy! | 
LORD, 1 beſeech thee, ſi ice of my 
ſelf I cannot enough praiſe thee, make 
me ſome way worthy of thee: Let my 


Hands which have received thy blefied 


Body and Blood, be hencefortl ſacred, 
and do no Deeds that may offend thee : 


Let = 
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Let my Lips which have touched thoſe . 
holy Kyſteties, be hallowed from all 
Words that may diſpleaſe thee ; And 
let my Heart, the Habitationof my Lord 
and Saviour, be hereafter Holy, and no 
vain, Thoughts lodge within me! As 1 
am one with him in Body and Blood, let 
me be one in Spirit; the Spirit of Wil 
dom, Love and Holineſs: Truly to know 
thee, ſerve thee, and cleave unto thee. 
By the bleſſed Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood, convey it to me. Confirm it in 
me Let it be to my Soul the Signet of 
thy Love, and Seal of thy Glory. And 
even for the precious Merits of that 
Blood and Body, receive me to it, I be- 
ſeech thee, that I may be one in ever- 
laſting Union and Communion with 


thee, for es his ſake. Amen. Amen, 


« 


A Thank 
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A \ Thankſgiving for a devout Soul, this 
en the Communion. | 
A4 that baſt given the Bread 5 
Heaven to feed me, give me the 
Tongue of 0 F Angels. to praiſe hes Lord, the 
very. Angels are not bleſſed with ſuch. Bread. 4 
O what an high Myſtery and Mercy is this, 
that my Saviour is my Sn enance, nd 
their Maker my Meat The Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, the, RY Son of God, to be in 
an Holy Communion, eaten and drunken 
by the Mouth of 4 mortal Man! O the in- 
; 27 condeſcending Goodneſs of a gracious 


God! To make my bumble Heart the Ha- 
7 bitation of | his Holineſs! To come to me, 


enter in me, and become one, not by Re- 
conciliation only, but beavenly. Union and 


Communion with me! O miraculous Union ! 
O myſterious Incorporation 1 0 happy Soul, 
that art ſo near to thy Saviour ! O bleſſed 
Saviour that art ſo near my Soul! O wretched. 
Soul, if thou eſteem ſt any thing too pore 
r ſuch a Saviour ! Wilt thou not 


thy Body and Blood jor bis Truth? Wile 


thou 


n 
thou not offer thy Life as 4 Sacrifice to bis 
Glory? G Lord! Let my Soul, which by 
thy Sacrament is made ſo happy, by my Sins 
newer be made wretched. And ſince I have 
received thy Body and Blood, let thy Spirit 
take Foſſeſſion of my Heart, and Guide 
me, Lead me, Command me, and Rule me- 
Be thou the Spirit of my Soul, and Soul of 
my Body. Let not the Fleſh, World, or 
Devil, hade any Fower in me. Live ! 0 
Live Thon in me, O Chriſt! Live in my 
_ Earthly Tabernacle, and let me live for 
ever wh Thee in thy heavenly Habitation ! 


Espen by the Merits and Virtues of thy pre- 


cious Body and Blood, O ſweet Jeſus, 1 
beſeech Thee, Amen. 


1 deere 


I ] Aſliſtanceto the laſt thing I promiſed, 
which is, Some General Rules and DireGi- 
ons for our Daily Fractice. In which 1 
ſhall be very ſhort, a few things well di- 
geſted, being better than many ; which, 
oſtentimes prove burdenſome to the Me- 


mory, and hinder, inſtead of help. 
* . 


AM now come, through the Divine 


(7B). Ol 
1 HAVE already ſet down a Form 
of Prayer to be usd Morning and E- 


vening in Times of Affſiction; en des 


which, 45 will add, 


| Rules of Dives for the Morning. 


: N the Morning when you firſt 1 OY 
lift up your Eyes to God, and ſay, 1 
Z 


ft up mine eyes to the bills, from whence | 


cometh my help. 1 
THEN lift up your Heart to God, 


nud pray, Lord, keep me from all Sin and 
Danger this Day, for Jeſus Chriſt bis ſake. 


WHEN you are up, knee] down, 
and ſay this Prayer: Almighty God, who 
haſt touched my heart with a ſenſe of thy 
fear, and holy dread of thy Majeſty, I be- 
ſeech thee give me thy grace, ſo to govern 
my Thoughts, and look to my Words and 
Ways this Day, that I may avoid all Sins, 


= eſpecially thoſe to which I am moſt inclin'd, 5 


5 may be moſt provoked : That ſo my Soul 


and Body may be kept pure, and unſpotted 
before Thee ; and whenſozver the hour of 
their Separation Hall come, may be ready 
| and 


( 179 ) 
nl prepared for Thee, through the Merits 


and Mercies 7 Teſue Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 
WHEN you are ready for your Morn= 
ing Prayers, you may ule the Service 


before recited for the Morning. 


5 Rules for the Evening. | 


and Goodneſs towards me, beſeeching Thee 


to forgive me all the Errors of this Day, 
whereof my Conſcience doth or may accuſe 


M 2 me. 


FTER. you have uſed. the fore- 
3. going Prayers for Evening Service, 
dak 3 you go into your Bed, kneet — 
dovn and ſay this ſhort Prayer: 0 God, 
who haſt made the Day for Labour, ad © 
the Night for Reſt, let thy Sons Blood cleanſe 
me from this Day's Guilt, that I may ſleep | 
in thy Peace, and riſe again refreſhed and | 
preſerved by thy Favour, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
AND this Thankſgiving and Prayer: 
Almighty God, who haſt preſerved me this 
Day from many Sins and Dangers, I do 


humbly magnify thy Name for thy Grace 
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And grant that thoſe Sins, which by 


= * my J Buihy I bave committed, may by the 


5 help of thy Spirit be more carefully avoided ; 
that I may ever ſtand in thy Favour, walk 


under thy Protection, and now refi 4 he 5 


down in thy Peace, and at laſt come to t 
 beazenly Kingdom, through the Merits and 
= Mediation of Jeſu us Chriſt. Amen. 


When you tye down, ay, | 
* will lay down my Head ; in Peace, and 


take my Reſt; for thou only, 0 Lid, make 
mne to dwell in ey. - : 


Then pray . 


Ligbten mine e Eyes, 0 tink; that I ſleep 
ot in Death : I commit my | Soul and Body 
?o thee; keep 1 me for toy Mercies * 


Amen. 


Soute 
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2 General Rules for our Pail Pralce. 


d Emember, That tho Knowledge, 
eſpecially the Knowledge of 


8 de an excellent thing, yet it will 


be no farther available to thee, than as 
thou putteſt it into Practice: For Know- 


ledge without Practice, is like Light wich- 


out Heat, which never ripens any Fruit 
to the Glory of God, or Good of thy 
own Soul. "Be ſure therefore to labour 
after the Knowledge of God's Will, and 
to put that Knowledge into P ce „ 
20. Let the Worſhip of God have the | 
firſt place in thy Aﬀetions and Actions. 
And 8 5 private Prayer and ſecret Eja- 
culations be neceſlary, yet let not Pub- 
lick Prayers in the Houſe of God be 


cmitted. = 
„ Neglect not the 8 e 0 
anqd other Publick Duties of Devotion 


but ſay with holy David, I was glad 
when they ſaid unto ms, W e will go into 
the Houſe of the Lord. 
4. Be careful that Divine Service be 
5 M 3 per- 


performed aright, as it ought to be, and 
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delight thy ſelf in the Beauty of God's 


Houle. = 


5. In all the various C hanges. that 


befal thee, eſpecially in Afflictions and 
5 Diſtreſles, make Prayer thy Refuge. 23 


6. Set aſide appointed Tide for thy 


| private Devotions, and obſerve them not 

only out of Cuſtom, but of Fervency « of 
Spirit, to increaſe thy Piety. 
; The pious Rites and Ceremonies 
of the Church, eſteem highly of; I mean 
thoſe which are not repugnant to God's 


Word ; and on the other fide, fly Super- | 
fition. 


8. Uſe conſtantly the Prayers for the 


Church; and by Name, for all thoſe for 
whom thou art bound to pray, eſpecial | 
5 17 the Royal Family. 


9. If thou art a Father of a Family, 


3 all under thy Care, piouſly and 
religiouſly: Let all reſort to Morning and 
a Evening Prayer, either Privately or Pub- 


lickly, if it may be. And let this be a 


Law to thy Family: Whoſoever comes 


within this Houſe, let him be Sober, Juſt, 


4 Reli - 
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Religious, and Honeſt in all things: Lie 


not, Swearnot, Forſwear, nor Blaſpheme 
not: Detract not from others; mind not 
Cups and Revels; offend not any bodies 
| Ears, or Eyes, or Mind, either by Words 
| Deeds; Whoſo doth otherwiſe, let 
him depart hence. 
10. Diſcipline thy Children beings, k 
” ad Train them up in the Way they 
ſhould go, and when they are old they 


- will not depart from it. 
11. Rule thy Wife with Prudenee; 


ans provoke her to the Love of Virtue 


and good Works, by thy Example. 


12. If thou haſt Daughters, be foes i 


tous about the Preſervation of their Cha- 
ſtity ; the Age is corrupted, and full of 
Debauchery ; and if they come to be de- 
cd, they are in danger of eternal Ru- 


in; and therefore this requires thy ut? 


moſt Care, for thou haſt no Treaſure ſo | 
much expos'd as theſe. And to this End, 


keep with a Double Lock their Ears and 5 
Tongue from Obſcenity and Scurrility 3 


let none come near them, that uſe impu- 
dent Jeſts or Geſtures ; for ,thameleſs 
. 
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Companions and evil Converſation, cor- 
rupts good Manners, and ought to be a- 
voided as ſo many Serpetits and Vipers. 
13. Be careful to avoid all known 
Sins: To which End be ſure thou com- 
mit not the leaſt-Fault wittingly, or wil- 
5 lingly, for the deareſt Friends ſake : It 


zs better to renounce all Friendſhip with 


Men, than to endanger the breaking of 


thy Friendſhip with God. And nothing 
will break this Friendſhip ſooner than 
A 
14. Uſe not thy ſelf unto Seraing 1 
lmean not only vain and prophane Swea- 
ring, but alſo Promiſory Oaths: But if 
thou haſt made any ſuch, rake care to 
perform 'em, tho? it may be to By. 6 own 
outward Hut. 

15. Vow nothing raſhly, but upon 


great Deliberation; and what thou haſt 1 


vowed, pay. 

N Imitate the Life of thy bleſſec 
Saviour; and follow the Steps of his 
Saints in on Things wherein Wer ougne 
to be imitated, 

17. Next after thy Duty to God, 


conſider 


Y (195). 8 
; confi der what thou oweſt to thy Neigh- | 
bour ; and do it whilſt it is in the Power 5 


of hy Hand. 1 
18. Do good to al, acting to thy = 


2” Ability : Feed the Hungry, give Drink to 
the Thirſty, entertain the Stranger, cloath 
the Naked, vifit the Sick, redeem the 


| Priſoner, and bury the Dead. This Cha- 2 
N oy belongs to the Body. 


19. There is likewiſe a Charity FOR _ 
to the Soul; which is, To inſtru& the g- 
norant, 86808 the W counſel the 


Doubtful, comfort the Afflicted, endure 


5 Injuries, forgive Wrongs, pray for Others, 4 1 


”_ for thy Enemies. 
; Obſerve Friendſhip with Cow 


fancy; e "that knot; and if it be 


looſed, tie it again. Reconcile thoſe 
that are fallen out. Strifes and Conten- 
tions, which are the Bane of Charity, 
extinguiſh and wipe away. 
21, Interpret all things from others in 


the beſt Senſe; {corn none, nor detract 


from any; neither provoke em by rail- 
ing or opprobrious Terms; but give to 
all, that Honour that belongs to them. 


22. Let 


1 
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Let thy Geſture be without Af- 
— ebtarion, yet not Fantaſtical; and let 
thy Countenance be free, hut bot lofty; 


and chearful, but not lowring ; let thy 
Speech be Chin ſimple; and harwlleſs, 

without Deceit or Flattery, 
i mimical Actions, like a Stage-play. 


33. 5 ſenſible of the Hand of God 
under all Afflictions; and think with thy 
ſeͤlf chat he does nothing without a Cauſe, 
and let that keep thee humble, and put 

thee upon a ſerious Refledion on | thy 


paſt Actions. 


24. If Reproaches, Revilings, 8 "y 


ther In; juries be thrown upon thee, ſtreng- 


then thy Soul in God, and undergo them 
both with Courage and ann and, 
as far as thou art Ingocent, with Rejoy- 


„ Under all Afflictions be ſi lent, let 
the Cauſes be what they will; for it 


argues Impatience to complain: Beware 


therefore that thou accuſe neither Hea- 


ven nor Men; for none is more injuri- 
ous to thee, chan thou to thy felf, if thou 
be Impatient. Righteous 1s the Lord, and 
true are his Judgments. 26. Be 


and without 


hs » 
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286. Be ſure take heed, leſt under thy 
Afflitions thou forgerteſt thy Creator, 


and ſeekeſt Deliverance by indirect f 


Means : For many have ſtumbled upon 


it: For ſuch Men wou'd prefcribe to 
God, and have him directed by their 
; fooliſh Fancies: But who hath directed ; 

the Spirit of the Lord? Or being bis Coun- 
2 hath taught him? Tis a vain Thing 
to attempt it. Therefore to be will ng 
to tarry till God fees good to deliver, is 
the way to haſten our Deliverance ; but 


this Rock, and been broken to pieces by 


to go about to deliver our ſelves, and 


throw off the Burden that God has nid 
upon us, is the only way to bi. d it on 
the faſter, and to keep back that Delive- 
rance, Which (for ought we know) may 
be n the Door. And therefore, _ 
27. If the Times compel thee to ſuffer 
for Rig hteouſneſs ſake. be not afraid : 
The 65 Children loſt nothing by be- 
ing in the fiery Furnace, ſo long as there 
was a Fourth there with them, which 
was the Son of God. 
28. In Times of Aſſigion eſpecially, 


throw 


7 Aro away lf vain D ſire. 57 6 Riches; 35 
129 deſpiſe the World, and all; the Allure- I | 

ments of it, whether. they be Honours, | 
Pleaſures, Friends and Acquaintange, or 
þ whatever elſe. That which keeps down 
- thy. AﬀeQtions from mounting to Heaven, 


| which thou hadſt better be without. $1 


oy ſoaring above, is a dead Weight, . 


9. Whatever thou loſeſt, take care 
| "ip 3 thy Innocence: If thou loſeſt 


all the World, and keepeſt thy Inno- 
cence, thou may ſt yet * a 6 But 
If they loſeſt thy Innocence, then indeed | 
thou loſeſt all, and fy Loſs becomes 5 
: truly unyaluable. 1 b 
3o. If thou would'ſt . thy In- | 
nocence, make God's Word thy Rule, 
and humbly implore the gracious Con- : 
duct and Guidance of his holy Spirit: 4 


For he it is that leads in the Way of 
Righteouſneſs, and in the midſt of the 


Paths of Judgment ; and he has aſſur d 
us in his Word, That if in all our Ways 


we acknowledge him, he will direct our 
. ä 
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